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P REF ACH 


HE great Ornament of an Accompliſhed * 
Gentleman, is, his perfett Knowledge of 
Things, and deep Inſpeclion into the principal 
Characters of Men. He that aims at this 
Fnowledge, ſays the learned Gracian, muſt 
make a Collection of all good Thoughts In 
Books; of Abophthegms, or heroical Expreſ- 
ftons, wiſe Mens Axtoms, Obſervations, &c. 
The laying together theſe neceſſary Materials, 
as a Foundation, is the Work of the follywing 
Sheets; but the Superflrudure muſt be the 
Reader's Part, and can only be perfefed by 
himſelf; that is, by Abplication and Pradlice. 
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iv PRE 


Precepts, when contratted into Sentencts, 
frite the Aſfections, and are more eafily re- 
tained: And a few uſeful ones at hand fas- 
cording to Seneca) do more towards a happy 
Liſe, than whole Volumes of Cauttons, that ws 
know not where to find, 


Of the Variety of Books of this Nature, tha! 
are publiſhed, few anſwer the deſign, and mo/l 
cf them are filled with low and trivial Matter, 
that affords little Iaſtruction or Improvement; 
yet, as ſome good Things are interſperſed among 
em, thoſe J have here tranſplanted ; and 
acknowledge thefe Papers to be ſo far enriched 

by them: But the major Part is extratl:d from 
the Writings of the moſt eminent Philoſophers, 
Divines, Moraliſts, and other approved Au- 
thors, that have written in the ſententious 


Way. 


My Endcavour has been to follow Nature, 
and keep cloſe to Irath, What ſeemed to be 


alflruſe 
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PREFACE. v 


abſtruſe, is made clear; and what prolix, con- 
traded in as few Words as poſſuble, not to loſe 
Heir Strength and Beauty. It cannot be ex- 
pecled, that every Sentence ſhould have the Au- 
thority of a Maxim: Stars differ in Bright- 
neſs; yet thoſe that ſhine the leaſt, may have 
their Influences. 


1! was neither praclicable, nor did I think 
it neceſſary, to clog every Line, or Sentence, 
witha Citation; for what is good, will land ſo, 
without any great Name to ſupport it: But as 
ſome are curious of knowmg who ſheaks, as 
well as what is ſaid, I have to ſeveral Paſſages 
mentioned from whence they were taken. 


The Whole is a Picture of Human Liſe, 
wherein the Paſhons, Follies and Foibles of 
Mankind are delineated, and expreſſed in thar 
proper Colours : Virtue 7s fer forth in the mol 
amiable Lig lil, and Vice expoſed in its natural 


Deformuty. 
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A Compendium of Moral Inſtitutes and 


Counſels, drawn by the beſt Writers, wall be 
always entertaming to ingenious Minds. And, 


to make Reading the more agrecable, the greateſt 
Part is digefled under proper Heads; the reſt 
are miſcellaneous : Every Page containing ſuck 
Variety of uſeful Refle lions, as to yield at once 
both Profit and Pleaſure, 
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RULE: or LI 


Of Epvcarion, GENIUS, PREOE Tx, 
and EXAMELE, 


HE great Buſineſs of a Man is to 
improve his Mind and govern his 
Manners. Marcus Aurelius. 

The Educator's Care, above all Things, 
ſhould be, firſt, to lay in his Charge the 
Foundation of Religion and Virtue. 

What Sculpture, is to a Block of Marble; 
Education is to the human Soul. The. Phi- 
loſopher, the Saint, and the Hero ; the wile, 
the gocd, or the great Man, very often lie 
hid and concealed in a Plebeian, which a 
proper Education might have diſinterred, and 
have brought to Light. Syectator. 

If we enquire after the Cauſe, that Men 
grow every Day more lodſe in their Prin- 
ciples, and vicious iu their Practices, it ſeems 
to be, that, in the Places of Education of 
Perſons of all Ranks, there is no Book 

| taught 


2 Of Epucartion, GENIUS, 


taught that has any Relation to the Sacred 
Wriuimngs. 

Parents are commonly more careful to 
beſtow Wit on their Children, than Virtue; 
the Art of ſpeaking wel}, rather than doing 
well: But their Manners ought to be the 
great Concern. | 

That Man muſt have a ſtrange Value for 
Words, when he can think it worth while 
to hazard the Innocence and Virtue of his 
Son for a little Greek and Latin; whilſt he 
ſhould be laying the ſolid Foundation of 
Knowledge in his Mind, and ſurniſhing it 
with juſt Rules to direct his future Progreſs 
in Life. Mr. Locke. 

The Subjects of Duties is the moſt uſeful 
Part of all Philoſophy. Cicero. 

T'o be - prudent, honeſt, and good, are 
infinitely higher Accompliſhm-nts, than the 
being nice, florid, learned, or all that which 
the World calls great Scholars, and fine Gen- 
tlemen. Charron. 

An induſtrious and virtuous Laden of 
Children is a better Inheritance for them, 
than a great Eſtate. To what Purpoſe is it, 
ſaid Crates, to heap up great Eſtates, and 
have no Concern what manner of Heirs you 
leave them to ? 

A falſe Step in the Inftitution- is as much 
many times, as Soul, Body, and Eſtate, are 
worth, Ageſilaus 


Precter, and EXAMPLFe 9 


Azcſilans, being aſked, What he thought 
moſt proper for Boys to leam; anſwered, 
What they ought to do when they come to 
be Men. | 

Philoſophy (ſays Seneca) is turned to Phi— 
lology, and that thro' the Fault of both Maſ- 
ters and Scholars. They teach to diſpute, not 
to live; and eie come to them to mend 
rlieir Wits, not their Manners, 

There is in ſome Tempers ſuch a natural 
Barrenneſs, that, like the Sands of Arabze, 
they are never to be cultivated or improved. 
And ſome will never learn any Thing, be- 
cauſe they underſtand every Thing too ſoon. 

There is no ſuch Fop as my young Maſter, 
who is a Fool of his Lady Mother's making: 
She blows him up into a Conceit of himſelf, 
and there he flops, without ever advancing 
one Step further: She makes a man of him 
at Sixteen, and a Boy all the Days of his Life 
after. Spectator. 

Many of our young Gentlemen, who are 
ſent abroad, bring home, inſtead of ſolid 
Virtue, Formalities, Faſhions, Grimaces, and 
at beſt a Volubility of talking Nonſenſe : 
Yet ſome perhaps think them well educated ; 
and that foreign Vanity is preſerable to home 
Diſcretion. 

The Proverb ſays, The Spirit of a ſiting 
Man is; me! prudent. Thoſe who are natu- 

raily 
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4 Of EpvucaTion, GENIus, 


rally deſlitute of Judgment and Prudence, 
become greater Fools by their Travelling; it 
being impoſſible for him, who is a Fool in 
his own Country, to become wile by running 
up and down. Which made Socrates ſay, 
He muſt change his Spirit, and not his Cli- 
mate, to become wile. | 

Zeno, hearing a Young Man ſpeak too 
freely, told him, For this Reaſon we have 
two Ears, and but one Tongue; that we 
ſhould hear much, and ſpeak little. _ 

Tenophion commended the Perſia ns for the 
prudent Education of their Children, who 
would not permit them to effeminate their 
Minds with amorous Stories, and idle Ro- 
mances, being ſufficiently convinced of the 
Danger of adding Weight to the Bias of cor- 
rupt Nature. 

Emulation is a great Incitement to In- 
duſtry. Quintilian, among his excellent Rules 
for inſtructing of Youth, ſpeaks to this Pur- 
poſe: Give me a Child that is ſenſible of 
Praiſe, and touched with Glory, and that 
will cry at the Shame of being outdone; and 
III keep him to his Buſineſs by Emulation: 
Reproof will afflict, and Honour will encour- 
age him, and J ſhall not fear to cure him of 
his Idleneſs. 

The magiſterial Severity of ſome Pedago- 
gues frights more Learning out of Chi:aien, 
than ever they can whip into them, 


PRECEPT, and EXAMPLE. 3 


None can be eminent without Appli on 
and Genius. Ari/totle ſays, That to become 
an able Man in any Proſeſſion whatſoever, 
three Things are neceſſary, which are, Ma- 
ture, Study and Pradlice. 

A Man of Ingenuity may go a great Way 
in the Field of Learning, by himſelf. Ilera- 
clitus, a Philoſopher of Epheſus, had no 
Maſter or Tutor; but, attained to great 
Knowledge by his own private Study and 
Diligence. Tho' this can be no Rule, tis 
an Example to thoſe who have not the Ad- 
vantage of a Guide. 

Phocylides, the Greek Poet, likened Educa- 
ion to a Sickle and a Hand, for this Reaſon ; 
if there was any Vice in the Soul, it would 
weed it out ; and, it there was no Virtue as 
ore ul, it would plant ſome in. 

the wlemory of the Ancients is hardly 
in any Thing more to be celebrated, than in 

their ſtrict and uſeful Inſtitution of Vouth: 
By Labour they prevented Luxury in their 
young People, till Wiſdom and Philoſophy 
had taught them to reſiſt and diſpiſe it. 

It is obſerved, that Education is gene- 
rally the worſe, in Proportion to the Wealth 
and Grandeur of the Parents. Many are 
apt to think, that to dance, fence, ſpeak 
French, and know how to behave among 
great Perſons, comprehends the whole Duty 

of 


6 Of EpvcartioN, GENIUS, 


of a Gentleman; which Opinion is enough 
to deſtroy all the Seeds of Knowledge, 
Honour, Wiſdom, and Virtue among us. 
Dean. Swift. I 

Lycurgus ſeeing a Keeper teaching a Blood- 
hound to follow a Train; Obſerve, ſaid he, 
what Pains yonder Maſter takes to make 
his Servant uſeful and profitable for his 
Pleaſure: Who would not then train up with 
Diligence his . Son in the School of Virtue, 
that he may be a profitable Servant of the 
Commontoeuliſi? 

He that is taught to live upon little, owes 
more to his Father's Wiſdom, than he that 
has a great deal left him, does to his Father's 
Care. 5 
"Tis great Imprudence to determine Chil- 
dren to any particular Buſineſs, before their 
Temper and Inclinations are well known. 
Every one, ſays Horace, is belt in his own. 
Profeſſion ; that which fits us beſt, is beſt; 
nor is any Thing more fitting, than that 
every one ſhould conſider his own Genius 


and Capacity, and act accordingly, 


The Mind ought ſometimes to be di- 


verted, that it may return to Thinking the 


better. Little Reading, and much Thinking, 
little Speaking, and much Hearing, is the beſt 
Way to improve in Knowledge, 


Ous 


Parcryr, and EXAMPLE. 7 


Our common Education is not intended 
to render us good and wiſe, but learned: 
It hath not taught us to follow and embrace 
Virtue and Prudence, but hath imprinted in 
us their Derivation and Etymology; it hath 
choſen out for us, not ſuch Books as contain 
1 ſoundeſt and trueſt Opinions, but thoſe 
that ſpeak the beſt Greet and Latin; and 
by theſe Rules has inſtilled. into our Fancy 
the vaineſt Humours of Antiquity, But a 
good Education alters the Judgment and 
Manners. Dr. Fuller. 

The Sciences chiefly to be recommended 
arc Natural and Moral Philoſophy ; for theſe 
entertain us with the Images and Beauties 
both of Nature and of Virtue; ſhew us what 
we are, and what we ought to be: To which 
we may add Mechanics, Agriculture, and Na- 
vigalion: Moſt other Studies are, in a Man- 
ner, Emptineſs and Air, Diverſions to fe- 

create the Mind, but not of Weight enough 
to make them our Buſineſs. Charron. 

The End of Learning is to know Gon, 
and out of that Knowledge to love him, and 
to imitate him, as we may the neareſt by 
poſſeſſing our Souls of true Virtue, Milton. 
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Of Cusrox, NovErry, and Or INx ION. 


T is the common Cuſtom of the World 
to follow Example, rather than Precept; 
but it would be the ſafer Courſe to learn by 

Precept, rather than Example. 

Many bad Things are done only C 
tom; which will make a good Practice as caly 
to us as an 2 one, 

Examples do not authoriſe a Fault. Vice 
muſt never plead Preſcription. | 

Cuſtom is the Plague of wiſe Men, and 
the Idol of Fools. 

Moſt Men live according to Opinion or 
Faſhion, which is full of Variety, and there- 
fore of Perturbation; leaving. the direct Rule 
of Wiſdom, which W us calm and ſe- 
rene. 

Cuſtom paſſeth Nature, eſpecially in Vice 
and Diſſoluteneſs. hen young Men know, 
that they have an unbridled Licence, all 
Hope of Amendment is utterly periſhed in 
them, and tis next to impoſſible to reclaim 
them by Counſel, Inſtruction, or Reaſon. 

The Opinions of Men are as many and 
as different as their Perſons; the greateſt 
Diligence, and moſt prudent Conduct, can 


never pleaſe tliem all. 
; | Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom leſſens Admiration. An indiffe- 
rent Novelty commonly carries it from the 
higheſt Excellence that begins to grow old. 

It was a good Reply of Plato, to one who 


murmured at his reproving him for a ſmall 


Matter. Cuſtom, ſaid he, is no ſmall Matter. 
A Cuſtom or Habit of Life does frequently 


alter the natural Inclinations either to Good 
or Evil. 


It is common, ſays Tacitus, to 3 moſt, 
what is moſt unknown. 

Nature has been extremely fruitful of 
Wonders in theſe kingdoms, that compoſe 


the Britiſh Monarchy; and“ tis a ridiculous 
Cuſtom, that Gentlemen of Fortune ſhould 


be carried away with a Deſire of ſeeing the 
Curioſities of other Countries, before they 


have any tolerable Iuſight into their own. 


Travelling ſometimes makes a wiſe Man 


better; but, always a Fool worſe. 


Opinion is the main Thing which does 


Good or Harm in the World. Tis our falſe 


Opinions of Things which ruin us, 
Whether Fondneſs of Faſhion, or Love 


of Novelty, betray Men into the moſt Mii- 


takes, it is diſhcult to determine. The 
beſt Things are ſlighted by ſome for mere 
Antiquity, though founded Upon Authority 
and Reaſon : and others maintain a Venera- 

B 2 tion 


10 Of Cusrou, Noverrr, &c. 


tion for whatever Cuftom has eſtabliſhed, 
though founded upon neither. 

Obinton is the Guide of Fools; but wile 
Mer are conducted by Reaſon and Prudence: 
It is a MonKer; half Truth, and half Falſ- 
hood. 

The moſt barren Ground, by Manuring, 
may be made to produce good Fruits: The 
ferceſt Beaſts, by Art, are made tame; ſo are 
moral Virtues acquired by Cuſtom. Plutar ch. 

Vicious Habits are ſo great a Stain to Hu- 
man Nature, and ſo odious in themſelves, 
that every Perſon, ated by right Reaſon, 
would avoid them, though he was ſure th 
would be always concealed both from Gov 
and Man, and had no future Puniſhment 
entailed upon them. Cicero. | 
Moſt Men judge according to their In- 
tereſts, and abound in their own Senſe. Let 
two be of a contrary Opinion, yet each pre- 
ſumes to have Right on his Side: But Rea- 
fon, that hath always been faithful, never 
had two Faces. Gractan. 

Novelty has Charms, that our Minds can 
hardly withſtand. The moſt valuable Things, 
it they have for a long while appeared 
among us, do not make any Impreflion as 
they are good, but give us Diſtaſte as they 
are old. But, when the Influence of this 


fantaſtical Humour is over, the ſame Men 
| 0K 


Of Law, Jesrics, Se. 11 


or Things will come to be admired again, 
by an happy Return of our good Taſte. 


8 Evremond. 


Of Law, JusTice, Ixjuar, and 


Orrress10N, 


8. to be perfectly juſt is an Am 
of the Divine Nature; to be ſo, to the 
utmoſt of our Abilities, is the Glory of a 
Man. Addiſon. 

No Man is wiſe, or faſe, but he that is 
boneſt. Sir. W. Raleigh. 

Judges ought to be more learned than 
witty, more reverend than plaufible, and 
more adviſed than confident: Above all 
Things, Integrity is their Portion, and pro- 
per Virtue. Ld. Bacon. | 

Of all Injuſtice, that is the greateſ 
which goes under the Name of Law; and, 
of all Sorts of Tyranny, the Forcing of the 
Letter of the Law againſt the Equity is the 
moſt inſupportable. Sir. R. L'Ejirange. 

Juſtice, without Mercy, is extreme In- 
Jury; ; and it is as great Tyranny, not to 
mitigate LAW, as iniquity. to break them. 
1 B 3 1 


EY Of Law, JusTice, 


The Extremity of Right is Extremity of 
Wrong. 

When Auguſtus was to give Sentence upon 
a Son, who would have killed his Father, he 
did not, as the Law required, command him 
to be thrown into the Jer, but only to be 
baniſhed whether his Father pleaſed; remem- 
bering, that, altho the Soft deſerved the worlt, 
yet Fathers love to inflict the leaſt. 

Equity judgeth with Lenity, Laws with 
Extremity. In all moral Caſes, the Reaſon 
of the Law is the Law. Dr. Sco!. 

He that paſſes a Sentence ha/{ily, looks as 
if he did it willingly; and there is an In- 
Juſtice in the Exceſs, Seneca. 

A Judge, that is prepoſſeſſed in any 
Cauſe, and does not hear both Sides indi- 

ferently ; tho' the Judgment he gives be right, 
yet himſelf errs; for there can beno Integrity, 
where | is any Partiality. 

Alexander, when he heard any one ac- 
cuſed, would ſtop one Ear with his Hand 
thereby reſerving Audience for the Defen- 
dant. 

Our Law fays well, To delay Fuſtice is In- 
juſlice. Not to have a Right, and not to 
come at it, differ little. 

Innocence is no Protection againſt Tyran- 
nical Power; for Aecuſing is Proving, where 
Malice and Force are joined in the Proſecu- 
tion. Force governs the World, and Succeſs 

con 


next them the Magiſtrates, 


IxnJury, and OrpRESSION. 13 
conſecrates the Cauſe: What avails it the 


Lamb to have the better Cauſe, if the Wolf 
have the ſtronger Teeth? Tis to no Purpoſe 


to ſtand reaſoning, where the Adverſary is 


both Party and Judge. 
Cicero complained, that many worthy Or- 
dinances were ſettled by Laws; but thoſe, 


for the moſt Part, were corrupted and de- 


praved by Lawyers Inventions. 
At Thebes were erected Statutes of Judges 


having no Hands, the Chief of them had 


his Eyes {hut, thereby fignifying, that among 


them Juſtice was not to be ſolicited either with 
Bribery or Addrefs. 


All the Laws both of God and Man, ſuf- 
fer ſuch Actions as are done involuntarily to 
go unpunifhed. 

Where no Law is, there is no Tranſgreſſion. 

He that is not above an Injury, is below 
himſelf. | 

It is an univerſally acknowledged Maxim, 
That as ſoon as any contracting Party de- 
parts from the Condition of his Engagements, 


the other is no longer bound by his. 


Magiſtrates are to obey, as well as execute 


Laws. Power is not to do Wrong, but to 


puniſh the Doers of Wrong. 
Archidamus being aſked, Who was the 
Maſter of Sparta? The Laws, ſaid he, and 


Religion 


4 Of Law, Jusricz, 


Religion m a Magiſtrate ſtrengthens his 
Authority, becauſe it procures Veneration, 
and gains a Reputation to it: And, in all the 
Affairs of this World, ſo much Reputation, 
is really ſo much 3 Abp. Tillotſon. 

Nothing is more againſt Reaſon and 
Nature, than for a Man to exact of his 
Neighbour beyond his Ability, or opprelſs 
kim by Violence and Force, or Colour of 
Law: It is enough ſor ſuch to bear their 
Misfortune, without being perſecuted, and 
treated with that Inſolence "map Severity they 
too often meet with, Lawful Ends may be 
very unlawfully attained, Gent. Calling. 

Neceſſity, that great Refuge and Excuſe 


for human Frailty, breaks through all Laws; 


and he is not to be accounted in Fault, what 


Crime is not the Effect of Choice, but. 


Force. Seneca. 


The Man who wants Mercy, makes the 


Law of the Land his Goſpel, and all his 
Caſes.of Conſcience are determined by his 
Attorney. The Guilt of being unfortunate 
is never to be deſended by the beſt Advocate 
in the World; all he can do, or ſay, will be 
received with Prejudice by an uncompaſ- 
ſionate Credicor. Speclatsr. 

Solon being aſked, Why among his Laws 


there was not one againſt Perſonal Affronts ? 
anſwered, 


IxJury, and OrPRESSION. 15 


- anſwered, He could not believe the World fo 


fantaſtical as to regard them. | 

A Promiſe againſt Law or Duty is void 
in its own Nature. If it be juſt, ſays Age- 
filaus, J promiſed it; if unjuſt, I only ſaid 


it. And that's the Condition of the Obliga- 


tion in all Caſes. 

It was the Saying of a certain Prince, 
That we muſt diſpence with Juſtice in fmall 
Matters to keep it in greater. 

There have been many Laws made by 
Men, which ſwerve from Honeſty, Reaſon, 
and the Dictates of Nature, By the Law of 
Arms, he is degraded from all Honour who 


puts up an Affront; and by the Cryil Law, 
he that takes Vengeance for it, incurs a capi- 


tal Puniſhment: He that ſeeks Redreſs by 


Law for an Affront, is diſgraced; and he 


that does not ſeek Redreſs this Way, is pu- 


niſhed by the Laws. Montaigne. 


Fidelity and Truth are the Foundation of 


all Juſtice. 


Perjury is not only a Wrong to particular 
Perſons, but Treaſon againſt human So- 


ciety; ſubverting at once the Foundations 


of public Peace and Juſtice, and the private 


Security of every Man's Lite and Fortune. 


Abp. Tillotſon. 
'Tis ſtoried of a French Governor, who 
underſtood no Law, and was by his Poſt 
T obligeq 
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obliged to hear and determine Cauſes, that 
he did it by the Deciſion of the Dice; for, 
having judiciouſly heard both Sides, he 
threw a Main betwixt the Plantiff aud De- 
lendant ; and to which ever the Dice gave it 
he dexided it, and with that Succeſs, that his 
Juſtice gained great Reputation, 

In this World Men thrive by Villany ; 
and lying and Deceiving are accounted juſt, 
to be rich is to be wife, and Tyranny 
is honourable; and though little Thefts and 

petty Miſchicis are interrupted by the Laws 
vet if a Miſchief becomes public and great, 
acted by Princes, and eflected by Armies; and 
Robberies be done by whole Fleets, it is Vir- 
tue, and it is Glory. Bp. Taylor. 

If every Suitor ſuffered as much for the 
holy Faith, as he does about ath Travel of 
his Proceſs, there would be as many Martyrs 
in Chancerzes, and other Courts of Juſtice, as 
were at Rome in the Limes of Froſecutions 
by the old Emperors. ha 

The Laws keep up their Collie not be- ma 
cauſe they are all juſt, but becauſe they are tau 
Laws: This is the myſlical Foundation of Ur 
their Authority, and they hay e no daher, ver 
Montaigne. 0 0 
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tl Of Tzmetrancre, Paupkxcr, and 
| FoRTITUDE. | 


H E richeſt Endowments of the Mind 

are Temperance, Prudence, and Forti— 
de. Prudence is an univerſal Virtue, which 
enters into the Compoſition of all the reſt; 
and where the is not, Fortitude loſes its Name 
and Nature. Vouture, 

Self-Denial is the moſt exalted Pleaſure ; 
and the Conqueſt of evil Habits is the moſt 
gorious Triumph. 5 

A wiſe Man ſtands firm in all Extremities, 
and bears the Lot of his Humanity with a 
divine Lemper. Seneca. 

What can be more honourable than to 
have Courage enough to execute the Com- 
be- inands of Reaſon and Conſcience; to main- 
tain the Dignity of our Nature, 3 the Sta- 
tion aſſigned us: To be Proof againſt Po- 
ler. | verty, Pain, and Death itſelf; fo far as not 

Io do any thing that is ſcandalous or ſinful 

o avoid chem: : To ſtand Adverſity under 
Of all Shapes with Decency and Reſolution ? 

To do this is to be great above Tide and 

Fortune, This argues the Soul of an hea- 


venly | 


. 
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venly Extraction, and is worthy the ns 
of the Deity. Col. 

Virtue is made for Dithculties, and grows 
ſtronger and brighter for ſuch Trials. 

Men will have the ſame Veneration for 
a Perſon who ſuffers Adverſity without 
Dejection, as for demoliſhed Temples, the 
very Ruins whereot are reverenced aud 
adored. 

There is an heroic Innocence as well as an 
heroic courage. St. Euremond, 

It is a Maxim of Prudence, to leave Things 
before they leave us. 

The true Way to advance anotlier's Virtue, 
is to follow it; and the beſt Means to cry 
down another's Vi ice, is to decline it. 

There can be no Peace in human Life with- 
out the Contempt of all Events. Seneca. 

The greater the Difhculty, the more Glory 
in ſurmounting it ; Skilful Pilots gain their 


Reputation from Storms and Tempeſts, 


To be valorous is not always to be ven- 


turous. 
As Fortitude ſuffereth not the Mind to be 


dejected with any Evils; ſo Temperance ſuf— 


fereth it not to be drawn from ny by 
any Allurements. 

A warm Heart requires a cool Head, 
Courage without Conduct is like Fancy 


without Judgment; all Sail and no Ballaſt. 
No 


— — wy 1 
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No Man was ever caſt down with the In- 


juries of Fortune, but he ſuffered himſelf be- 

S fore to be deceived by her Favours. 
Judgment is the Throne of Prudence, and 
xr Silence is its Sanctuary. | 
it Nothing would fortify us more againſt 


ic i any Manner of Accidents, than the poſſeſs- 
d ing our Souls with this Maxim, that We can 


| never be hurt, but by ourſelves. If our Reaſon 


in be what it ought, and our Actions according 
| to it, we are invuinerable. Charron. 


| reſt of the Virtues; and ought, like them, to 
be always attended by Prudence. Poiture. 

A wiſe Man is out of the Reach of For- 
tune, and all Attempts upon him are no 
more than Xerxes's Arrows; they may dark- 
en the Day, but they cannot ſtrike che Sun. 
Charity obliges not to miſtruſt a Man; 


him. 
A virtuous and well- diſpoicd Perſon, like 
to good Metal, the more he is fired, the more 
lie is fined; the more he is oppoſed, the more 
he is approved: Wrongs may well try him, 
and touch him, but cannot imprint 11 him, 
any falſe ſtamp. C. Rich. 

It is a Spaniſh Maxim, He ka loſeth 
Wealth, loſerh much; He who loſeth a Friend, 


Þ lolerh 


Fortitude has its Extremes, as well as the 


Prudence, not to truſt him before we know | 
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loſeth more; but He that loſeth his Spirits 


loſeth all. 

The Virtue of Proſperity i is Temperance: 
the Virtue of Adverſily is Fortitude ; which 
in Morals is the more heroical Virtue. 
Proſperity is the Bleſſing of the Old Ta- 
ment, Adverſity is the Bleſſing of the New 
which carrieth the greater Benediction, and 
the © clearer Revelation of Goy's Favour. 
Ld. Bacon. 

Though Fortune ſeems to be an univerſal 
Miſtreſs, yet Prudence is hers. When we 
are guided by Prudence, we are ſurrounded 
by all the other Divinities. 

There is a Mean in all Things; even Vir- 
tue itſelf hath its ſlated Limits; which not 
being ſtrictly oblerved, it ceaſes to be Virtue. 


Horace. 
A virtuous Habit of the Mind is fo abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to influence the whole Life, 


and beautify every particular Action; to 
over-balance or repel all the gilded Charms 


of Avarice, Pride, and Self-Intereſt; that a 
Man deſervedly procures the laſting Epithets 


of Good or Bad, as he appears either ay cd 
by, or rega:dleſs of it. 

The Prerogatives of good Men appear 
plainly in this,” that Men bear more Honour 
to the Schulchres of the Virtuous, than to the 
boaſted Palaces of the Wicked, 

A 
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A Man of Virtue is an Honour to his 
Country, a Glory to Humanity, a Satisfac- 
tion to himſelf, and a Benefactor to the whole 
World: He is rich without Oppreſſion or 
Diſhoneſty, charitable without Oftentation, 
courteous without Deceit, and brave without 


Vice. | 


xd ANGER and REVENGE. 


A? ang gry Man, who ſuppreſſes his Pal- 
ſions, thinks worſe than he ſpeaks; and 
an angry Man that will chide, [peaks worle 
than he thinks. Ld. Bacon. 

If you be affronted, it is better to paſs it 
by in Silence, or with a Jeſt, tho' with ſome 
Diſhonour, than to endeavour Revenge, If 
you can keep Reaſon above Paſſion, thut and 
Watchfulneſs will be your beit Deſendants. 
Sir I/. Newton. 

Better to prevent a Quarrel beforehand, 
than to revenge it afterwards. 

A vindictive Tem;er is not only unealy to 
others, but to them that have it. 

Dillike what deſerves it, wut never hate; 
for that is of the Nature of alice, which 
is almoſt ever to Perſons, not to Things. 

GS Anger 
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Anger may glance into the Breaſt of a 
wiſe Man, but reils only in the Boſom of 


Fools. 


In all Things, Miſlakes are excuſable ; 
but an Error that proceeds from any good 
Principle, leaves no room for Reſentment. 

None more impaticntly ſuffer Injuries, 
than thoſe that are moſt forward in doing 
them. 

What Men want of Reaſon for their Opi- 
nions, they uſually ſupply and make up in 
Hage. Abp. Tillotſon, 

It was a good Method obſerved by S:cra- 

es; when he found in himſelf any Diſpoſi- 
tion to Anger, he would check it by ſpeak- 


ing low, in Oppoſition to the Motions of his 


Diſpleaſure. 

Diſcord is every-where a troubleſome 
Companion: But when its ſhut up within 
a Family, and happens amongſt Relations 
that cannot eaſily part, it is harder to deal 
with. 

B It is much better to reprove, than to be 
angry ſecretly. 

He that waits for an Opportunity of act— 
ing his Revenge, watches to do himſelf a 
Miſchief. 

Paſſion evaporates by VIP, as Griet 
does by Tears. 

By 
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| By taking Revenge, a 2 Man is but even with 
" his Enemy; but in paſſing it over, he 18 
ſuperior. Ld. Bacon. 
| Tis the only Valour, to remit a Wrong; 
and the greateſt Applauſe, that I may hurt, 
and would not. 
To be able to bear Provocation is an Ar- 

„ agument of great Wiſdom; and to forgive it, 
s i of a great Mind. Abp. Tillotſon. 

It coſts more to revenge Injuries, than to 
| bear them. | 
| One long Anger, and twenty ſhort ones, 
| have no very great Difference. 

He that will be angry for any —_— will 
be angry for nothing. 
The moſt irreconcilable Enmities grow 
| from the moſt intimate Friendſhips, 
None {ſhould be ſo implacable, as to refuſe 
an humble Submiſſion; He whole very beſt 
Actions muſt be ſeen with favourable Al- 
E lowance, cannot be too mild, moderate, and 
; forgiving. Spectator. 
| To pardon Faults of Error is but Juſtice 
| to the Failings of our Nature, 
There cannot poſſibly be a greater Ex- | 
travagance, than for a Man to run the Ha- 
zard of loſing his Life to ſatisfy his Revenge. 
rief When Mark Anthony, alter the Battle 'of 
Atium, challenged Auguſtus, he took no 
By further Notice of the Inſult, than ſending 
LL CG 3 = back 


; 
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back this Anſwer That, if Anthony was wea- 
| ry of has Liſe, there were other Ways of Diſc 

| patch beſides fighting him; and for his Part 

he ſhould not trouble himſelf to be has Execu- 
toner. 

The nobleſt Remedy for 1 is Ob- 
livion. Light Injuries are made none, by 
not regarding them. 

1 To err, is human; to forgive, divine, Mr. 

| Pope. 

i Only by Pride cometh Contention. 

| Revenge ſtops at nothing that is violent 

{ and wicked. The Hiſtorians of all Ages are 

full of the tragical Outrages that have been 
executed by this diabolical Paſſion. 

8 It was a ſtrange Revenge of a Country- 
i man, who was the laſt Life in the Leaſe of 
| an Eſtate, in his Patron's Poſſeſſion; who, 

taking ſomewhat ill of his Landlord, imme- 

diately poiſoned himſelf, to deprive the other 
|| of the Eſtate. 

[| If we do not ſubdue our Anger, it will 

[ | fobdug vs. It is the ſecond Word thai 

makes the Quarrel. b 

A more glorious Victory cannot be gain- 
ed over another Man, than this, that, when 
Wi the Injury began on his Part, the Kindneſs 
IJ ſhould begin on ours, Abp. T otſon. 

Yielding pacifieth great Offences, 
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We ought to diveſt ourſelves of Hatred, for 


the Intereſt of our own Quiet. St. Evremond. 


Anger begins with Folly, and ends with 
Repentance. Pythagoras. | 

We often forgive thoſe that have injured 
us; but we can never pardon thoſe that we 
have injured. Rochefocult. 

The more high and lofty a Building is, 
the more Props it wants to kept it up. "We 


ought never to deſpiſe the Reſentment of our 


Inferiors, becauſe the leſs we fear it, the more 


it is dangerous. 


As we often are incenſed without Cauſe, 
ſo we continue our Anger, leſt it ſhould ap- 
pear to our Diſgrace, to have begun without 
Occaſion. | 

A wiſe Man hath no more Anger than 
ſhews he can apprehend the 7 Wrong g. nor 
any more Revenge than jullly to prevent a 


| ſecond. 


Vexation is rather taken than given. Re- 
venge never repairs an Injury, 

Hipponax, a Poet of Epheſus, was ſo de- 
formed of Viſage, that Bupalus drew his 
Picture for Men to laugh at: Upon which 
he wrote ſuch ſharp Verſes againſt the Pain- 
ter, that for Anger and Shame he hanged 
himſelf, 


A 


Good. 
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A Man doch then only take Satisfaction 
and Revenge, when he humbles his Enemy, 
and forces him to Submiſſion. Charron, 

One unquiet, perverſe Diſpoſition diſtem- 
pers the Peace and Unity of a whole Family, 
or Society; as one jarring Inſtrument will 
ſpoil a whole Concert. 

Our Paſſions are like the Seas agitated by 
the Winds; and as Gop hath ſet Bounds to 
thoſe, ſo ſhould we to theſe : So far they ſhall 
go, and no farther. | 

In Sickneis, our Diſtemper makes us 
loath the moſt natural Meat; in Anger, our 
Fury makes us reliſt the moſt courteous 
Advice. 

That Anger is not warrantable that bath 
ſeen two Suns. 

The moſt tolerable Sorts of 1 is for 
thoſe Wrongs which their is no Law to re- 
medy : But then let a Man take heed that 


the Revenge be ſuch as there is no Law to 


puniſh ; eiſe a Man's Enemy is {till before- 

hand, and 1s two for one. Ld. Bacon. 
There is not any Revenge more heroic, 

than that which torments Ax. by doing 


Diogenes, being aſked, Howe one ſhould be 
revenged of his Enemy; anſwered, by ms 
a virtuous and an honeſt Man, 


The 


Ly 


g 
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The Diſcretion of a Man deferreth his 


Anger, and it is his Glory to paſs over a 
: Tranſgreſſion. 


It was a pretty Victory which Euclid got 


of his angry Brother, who, being highly 
E diſpleaſed, cried out, Let me periſh, / I be not 
| revenged ! But he anſwered, And let me pe- 
| ri/h, if I do not make you Rind, and quickly to 


= forget your Anger! 


Men of proud and ag Tempers, 


like, thoſe who have peſtilential Diſeaſes, 
| have only this Advantage from their Deſects, 
| that, though they be nut guilty at all of 
| Valour, yet they cauſe all the World to fly 
from them. Balzac. 


Inconſiderate Raſhneſs may W the Evil 


of a Miſchance done by us, but cannot 
fully abſolve us from it: For Reaſon is 
given us, that in all our Actions we ſhould 
govern ourſelves by its Advice. 


We muſt forget the Good we do, for fear 


| of upbraiding : And Religion bids us forget 
| Injuries, leſt the Remembrance of them 


ſhould ſuggeſt to us a Deſire of Revenge. 
Hatred is ſo durable and ſo obſtinate, that 
Reconciliation on a Sick-bed is the greateſt 


Sign of Death. Bruyere. 


A paſſionate Temper renders a Man unfit 
for Advice, deprives him of his Reaſon, robs 
him of all that's great and noble in his Na- 

ture ; 
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ture; it makes him unfit for Converſation 


deſtroys Friendſhip, changes Juſtice into 


Cruelty, and turns all Order into Confuſion, 


Of Amz1Tion, AvARICE, PRIDE, and 
PrRoDIGALITY. 


F all human Actions, Pride ſeldomeſt 
obtains its End for. aiming at Ho- 
nour and Reputation, it —_ Contempt and 
Deriſion. 
Covetous Men need Money leaſt, yet molt 
affect it; and Prodigals, who need it molt, 
do leaſt regard i it. 
That Plenty ſhouid produce either Covet- 
ouſneſs or Prodigality, is a Perverſion of 


Providence; and yet the Generality of Men 


are the worle foi their Riches. 

Poverty wants ſome, Luxury many, Ava- 
rice all Things. Cowley. 

To live above our Station ſhews a proud 
Heart ; and to live under it diſcovers a nar- 
TOW Soul. 

There is no greater Sign of a mean and 


ſordid Spirit, ſays Cicero, than to doat upon 


Riches; nor is any Thing more magnificent 


than 


tion 
nto 
ion. 
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| than to lay them out freely 1n Acts of Boun- 
| ty and Liberality. 


Avarice and Ambition are the two Ele- 


| ments that enter into the Compoſition of all 
Crimes. Ambition is boundleſs, and Aya- 
| rice inſatiable. 


Sordid Selfiſhneſs Fe contract and nar- 


row our Benevolence, and cauſe us, like Ser- 
| fents, to unfold ourlelves within ourſelves, 


and to turn out our Stings to all the World 


| belides. Dr. Scott. 


Pride and Ill nature will be hated in ſpite 


| of all the Wealth and Greatneſs in the World. 


Civility is always ſafe; but Pride creates 18 


| Enemies. 


If a proud Man makes me keep my Diſ- 
tance, the Comfort is, he Keeps his at the 


| lame Time. Dean Sc /. 


Where Avarice rules, their is nothing of 
Humanity, Intereſt ſuperſedes all Argu- 
ments of Affection and Conſanguinity. 

As Liberality makes Friends of Enemies, 
ſo Pride makes Enemies of Friends. 

Money, like Dung, does no Good till tis 
ſpread. There is no real Uſe of Riches, ex- 
cept it be in the Diitribution; the reſt is but 
Conceit. Ld. Bacon. 

"Tis Fruition, and not Poſſeſſion, chat ren- 
ders us happy. Montaigne. 


Some 


go J AnziTion, Avarice, 


Some are by Nature ſo covetous and mi- 
ſerable, that it is as much in vain to attempt 
to enlarge their Minds, as to go about to. 
plow the Rocks. 

Oſtentation and Pride, upon the Account 
of Honours and Preferments, is much more 
offenſive, than upon any a Qualiſica- 
tions. Rocſieſocult. 

It is not the Height to which Men are ad- 
vanced, that makes them giddy; it is the 
Looking dywn with Contempt upon thoſe be- 
Jow them, 

A certain Cavalier, heading that an old 
Friend of his was advanced to a Cardinalate, 
went to congratulate his Eminence upon his 
ew Honour. —Pray, Sir, ſaid the Cardinal, 
may I crave the Favour of your Name, and 
your Buſineſs? J am come, ſays the Cavalie/, 
to condole with your Eminence, and to tell 
you how heartily I pity Men that are over- 
charged with Dignity and Preferment ; for 
it turns ſome People's Brains to that Degree, 
that they can neither ſee, nor hear, nor un- 
derſtand, like other Men; and makes them 
as ablolutely to forget their old Friends, as if 
they had never feen them before in their 


Lives. 


Seneca obſerves well, J hat it is the conſtant 
Fault and inſeparable ill Quality of Ambi- 
tion, never to look behind it. 


It 
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It is a very great Unhappineſs in a Man to 


be too well known to the World, and too much 


unknown to himſelf. Alexander was below 


a Man, when he affected to be a God. 


'Vhe.ſame Action which hath no leſs than a 
Diadem for the Aim, hath often an ignomini— 
dus Death for its End. ER 

He hath moſt that coveteth leaſt. A wile 
Man, ſays Sir P. Sidney, wants but little, be- 
cauſe he deſires not much. 

It is rightly ſaid, that Covetouſneſs muſt be 
2 miſerable Vice, to weary Man in procuring 
Riches, and not fulfer him to enjoy them when 
COUCH. 

What can be a more wretched Sight, than 
to ſee a ſtarving Miſer morttfy without Religi- 
on? Lo ſubmit to ſuch voluntary Hardſhips 
o no Purpoſe, and loſe the Preſent, without 
providing lor the Future? 

He that ſpares in every Thing is a Nig- 
card; and he that ſpares in nothing is pro— 
ſuſe: b ot which can be generous or 
liberal. 

The Prodigal robs his Heir, the Miſer 
robs Himſelf. Bruyere. 

Iis a much eaſier Taſk to dig Metal out 
of its native Mine, than to get it out of the 
covetous Man s Coffer Death only has the 
key of the Miſer's Cheſt. 


858 ns 
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A wile man will deſire no more than 
what he may get juſtly, uſe ſoberly, diſtri- 
bute chearfully, and live contentedly. Lord 
Bacon. ; | 

Nothing can be more vain than the 
courting of popular Applauſe, if we conſider 
the Emptineſs of the Sound, the precarious 
Tenure, the little Judgment of thoſe that 
give it us, and the narrow Compaſs tis con- 
fined to. 

The beſt Kindneſs of a proud Man hath 
often ſuch a Mixture of Arrogancy, that their 
ercateſt Obligations are rendered ungracious 
to a worthy Receiver. 

Tis rare to ſee an immoderate Ambition 
which is not accompanied with a mean 
Subjection. 

He that ſwells in Proſperity, will ſhrink in 
Adverſity. 

Where's that Advantage under the Sun? 
that any but a Madman would be proud of? 
Or where's that Pride itſelf, that any Mortal 
jn his right Wits, would not find Reaſon to 
be alhamed of? Sir R. LU Fflrange. | 

To be proud of Knowledge is to be blind 


m the Light; to he proud of Virtue is to 


poiſon 1 vourtelf with the Antidote; and to be 


proud of Authority, is to make your Riſe 


your Downflal, 


There 
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— Toons is not the greateſt Man living, but 
y ſtand in need of the meaneſt, as much 
as = meaneſt does of him. 


The beſt Way to humble a proud Man is 


to take no Notice of him. 


Ambition to Rule is more vehement than 


| Malice to Revenge. 
| The talleſt Trees are moſt in the Power 


of the Winds, and ambitious Men of the 


| Blaſts of Fortune, Great Marks“ are ſooneſt 
: hit. ; 


A Perſon who ſquanders away his For- 


tune in Rioting and Profuſeneſs, is neither 


| juſt to himſelf or others ; for, by a Conduct 


of this Kind, his Superfluities flow in an ir- 
regular Channel: and thoſe that are the moſt 


| unvorthy are the greateſt Sharers of them, 


who do not fail to cenſure bim when his 


Subſtance is exhauſted. 


A Man's Deſires always diſappoint him; 


E for, tho' he meets with ſomething that gives 
| him Satisfaction, yet he never thoroughly an- 
| fivers his Expectation. Ruſo. 


If Money be not thy Servant, it will be 


thy Maſter. The covetous Man cannot ſo 
| es be ſaid to poſſeſs Wealth, as that 


may be ſaid to poſſeſs him Char. 
What man in his right Senſes, that has 
wherewithal to live free, would make himſelf 


« Slave for Superfluities? What does that 
| D 3. | Man 
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A wiſe man will defire no more than 
what he may get juſlly, uſe ſoberly, diſtri- 
bute chearfully, and Hive contentedly. Lord 
Bacon. 

Nothing can s more vain than the 
courting of popular Applauſe, if we conſider 
the Emptineſs of the Sound, the precarious 
Tenure, the little Judgment of thoſe that 
give it us, and the narrow n "tis con- 
fined to. 

The beſt Kindneſs of a proud Man hath 
often ſuch a Mixture of Arrogancy, that their 
ercateſt Obligations are rendered ungracious 
to a worthy Receiver, 

"Tis rare to fee an immoderate Ambition 
which is not accompanied with a mean 
Subjection. 

He that ſwells in Proſperity, will ſhrink in 
Adverlity. 

Where's that Advantage under the Sun? 
that any but a Madman would be proud of? 
Or where's that Pride itſelf, that any Mortal 
in his right Wits, would not find Reaſon to 
I hated ok? Sir n.,, 

To be proud of Knowledge is to be blind 
in the Light; to be proud of Virtue 1s to 
poiſon yourſelf with the Antidote; and to be 
proud of Authority, is to make your Rile 
your Downlal, | 


There 


There is not the greateſt Man living, but 
may ſtand in need of the meaneſt, as much 
as the meaneſt does of him. 

The beſt Way to humble a proud Man is 
to take no Notice of him. 

Ambition to Rule is more vehement than 
Malice to Revenge. 

The talleſt Trees are moſt in the Power 
of the Winds, and ambitious Men of the 
Blaſts of Fortune, Great Marks are ſooneſt 
hit. 

A Perſon who ſquanders away his For- 
tune in Rioting and Profuſeneſs, is neither 
juſt to himſelf or others; for, by a Conduct 
; - this Kind, his Superfluities flow in an ir- 
regular Channel; and thoſe that are the moſt 
ö unworthy are the greateſt Sharers of them, 
| why do not fail to cenſure bim when his 


| Subſlance is exhauſſed. 


bor, tho' he meets with ſomething that gives 
| him Satisfaction, yet he never thoroughly an- 
ſrrers his Expectation, Ruſo. 
| If Money be not thy Servant, it will be 
thy Maſter. The covetous Man cannot fo 
| properly be ſaid to poſſeſs Wealth, as that 
may be ſaid to polleſs him Char. 
| What man in his right Senſes, that has 
wherewithal to live free, would makes himſelf 
a Slave for Superfluities? What does that 
D3 
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A Man's Deſires always diſappoint him; 


Man 


36 Of Anzirion, Avanicr, 


Man want, who has enough ? Or what is he 

the better ſor Abundance, that can never be 
Jatished ? Sir R. T. Pfr. 

I be only Gratification a covetous Man 

gives his Neighbours, is, to let them fee, that 
he himſelf is as little the better for what he 

has, as they are. 

Tantalus, tis ſaid, was ready to periſh with 
Thirſt, cho up to the Chin in Water. Change 
but che Name, and every rich Miſer 1s the 
Tantalus in the Fable. He ſits gaping over 
his Money, and dares no more touch it than 
he dares commit Sacrilege. 

The Prodigal has as little Charity in him 
as the Mifer : His flinty Soul is not to be 
touched with any Tenderneſs, Humanity, ot 
Commileration ; neither Poverty nor Diltrels, 
Innocence nor Merit, can melt him: That 
noble Truth in Sacred Writ, of a ſuperior 
Happineſs in Giving than Receromg, he ne- 
ver experienced. 

Pride had rather at any Time go out of the 
Way, than come behind, 

' When Darius offered Alexander 10,000 
Talents, to divide Aſa equally with him, he 
anſwered, The Earth cannot bear two Suns, 
nor Afia two Kings. Parmenio, a Friend of 
Alexander, hearing the great Offers Darin 


had made, ſaid; Were I Alexander, I would 
accept 


. 
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accept them. So would I, replied Alexander, 
were I Parmento. 

The moſt laudable Ambition is to be 
wile; and the greateſt Wiſdom is to be 
good. We may be as ambitious as we 
pleaſe, ſo we aſpire to the beſt Things. 

Cleobulus, being aſked, Why he ſought 
not to be advanced to Honour and Preter- 
ment, made this Reply : O Friend, as long 
as I ſtudy and practiſe Humility, I know 
where I am; but, when I ſhall hunt after 
Dignities and Promotion, I am afraid 


I ſhould loſe myſelf. 


Other Vices chuſe to be in the dark; 
only Pride loves always to be ſeen in the 
Light. 

Turn your Carcaſe the wrong Side out- 


ward, (ſaid the Emperor Aurelius,) and be 


proud, if you can; and, to improve your 


Thought, conſider what a Beauty Age, Diſ- 


eaſes, and Death will make of you. 

How deplorable 1s the Blindneſs of hu- 
man Pride! Some muſt have their dead Bo- 
dies laid 1n State, pompous Funerals, ſuperb 
Monuments; which fills Men, in a manner, 
with their own Emptineſs; which turns the 


faddeſt Warnings God gives them, in order 


to humble them, into the moſt dangerous 
Illuſions; which endeavours to fix upon 
Marble or Braſs a tranſitory Grandeur, that 
| palles 
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paſſes away with ſo much Rapidity ; which 
endeavours to ſecure to itſelf a Portion of 
worldly Life, in che very Empire of Death 
itſelf. | 

A Death-bed Figure, 1s certainly the moſt 
humbling Sight in the World: To ſet in 
fo dark a Cloud, and to go off with Lan- 


guor, Convulſions, and Deformity, is a ter- 


rible Rebuke to the Pride of human Na- 


ture 
Worldly Glory ends with the World; 


and, for what concerns us, the World 
ends with our Lives. What have we to 
be proud of ? Are not all Things pe- 
Tiſhable? The Time of flouriſhing Pride 


is ſoon over, and our little Comets is loſt 
in Eternity. | 


Of Exvy and DETRACTION. 


WISE Man values himſelf upon 

the ſcore of Virtue, and not of Opi- 

nion; and thinks himſelf neither better nor 
worle for what others ſay of him. 

Virtue is not ſecure againſt Envy : Men 


will leſſen what they won't imitate. 


He 
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He that praiſeth, beſtows a Fayour.; but 
he that detracts, commits a Robbery. 


'Tis obſerved, that the moſt. cenſorious 


are generally the leaſt judicious ; who, bav- 
ing nothing to recommend themſelves, will 
be finding Faults with others. No Man en- 
vies the Merit of another, chat has any of ns 
own. N 

Many ſpeak ill, becauſe they n never wa 
to fpeak well. 

He that envieth, * Ps another Man 8 
Virtue his Vice, and another Man's Happineſs 


11s Torment ; whereas, he that rejoiceth at 


the Proſperity of another, is a Partaker of 


the ſame. 


Il nature is a ContradiQion to the Laws 


| of Providence, and the Intereſt of Mankind; 
# Puntfhment, no leſs than a Fault, to thole 


that have it. M. Aurel. 
The Triumph of Wit is to make your 


Good,- nature ſubdue your Cenſure; to be 


quick in ſeeing Faults, and flow in expoſing 


| them, Sheclutor. 


A good Word is an eaſy Obligation; but 
not to ſpeak III, requires only our Silence, 
which cofls us nothing. Abp. Til. 

There is an otious Spirit in many Per- 
ſons, who are better pleaſed to detect a Fault, 
than to commend a Virtue, 


, 
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The worthieſt People are moſt in jured by ] 
Slanderers ; as we uſually; find that to be the 
beſt Fruit, which the Birds have been peck- | 
mg at. Dean Swift. | 
It is a Folly for an eminent Man to think 
of eſcaping. Cenſure, and a Weakneſs to be 
affected with it. Tab Maximus ſaid, He was 7 
a greater Coward that was afraid of Re- r 
proach, than he that fled from his Enemies. 

Socrates, when informed of ſome dero- 
gating Speeches; one had uſed of him be- 
hind: his Back made only this ſacetious Re- 
ply, Let him beal me too, when I am abſent. 

A clear Conſcience fears no Acculation, 

It is harder to avoid Cenſure than to gain 
Applauſe; for this may be done by one great 
or wiſe Action in an Age; but to eſcape 
Cenfure, a Man muſt paſs his whole Lite, 
without ſaying or doing one ill or fooliſh 
Thing. 

Envy is fixed only on Merit; and like 
a ſore Eye, is offended with every thing that 
is bright. Nut. 

A good Life doth not ſilence Calumny; to 
but it certainly dilarms it. | 

There is ſeldom any Thing uttered in gre 
Malice, which turns not to the Hurt of the eve 
Speaker. III Reports do Harm to him that! ane 
makes them; and to thoſe they are made to, 15 q 
as well as thoſe they are made of. 


Some 
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Some have a perfidious Trick to ruin 
a Man by Commendations; to praiſe for 
ſmall Things, that they may diſparage ſuc- 
ceſsfully for greater. It is the worſt of Ma- 
lice, fays Plutarch, to intermix with Re- 
proaches ſome Praiſes, that the Acculations 
may gain a firmer Belief. 

Leſs of Wit will ſerve joined with III- 
nature, than with good. 

Plulip of Macedon ſaid, He was beholden 
to the Athenian Orators for reproving him ; 
for he would endeavour buth by Words and 
Actions to make them Lyars. And Plato, 
hearing it was aſſerted by ſome Perſons thac 
he was a very bad Man, ſaid, I ſhall take 
Care to live fo, that no-body will believe 
them. L 

Nothing is truly infamous, but what is 
wicked; and therefore, Shame can never 


| diſturb an innocent and virtuous Mind. 


Dean Sherlocke. 

The ſureſt Sign of a noble Diſpoſition is, 
to have no Envy in one's Nature. 

'Tis an excellent ſaying of Antoninus, the 
great Emperor and Pluloſopher, No Man was 


ever unhappy for not prying into the Actions 
and Conditions of other Men ; but that Man 


is neceflarily unhappy, who doth not obſerve 
bimfeif, and confider the State of his own 


* 
Our 
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Our induſtrious Search and Inquirics 
ſhould chiefly be employed about our own 
Aﬀe.irs at home; for here we ſhall find fo 
many Offences in our. Converlation, ſuch 
Variety of Perturbatizns in our Souls and 
manifeſt Failures in our Duty, that it will 
take up ſo much Time to reform them, as 
not to leave us any Leif.:re to be Impertinent 
or III matured in remarking upon the Faults 
of others. Plut. 

If we well knew bow little others enjoy, 
it would reſcue the World from one Sin; 
there would be no ſuch Thing as Envy upon 
Earth. Dr. Young. | 

He that values himſelf upon Conſcience, 
not Opinion, never heeds Reproaches. When 
Jam ill ſpoken of, I take it thus: If I have 


not deſerved it, I am never the worſe; if 


I have. III mend. 

1 he contempt. of 1 injurious Words {titles 
them ; but Reſentment revives them. 

A Man that hath no Virtue in himſelf, cn- 
vieth it in others. Ld. Bacon, | 

In the Euſmeſs of Tale bearing, a Lyar 
hath as much Credit as any; for Slander 
hath more Power to perſuade, than eicher 
Reaſon or El: quence. 

II- wilt never {peaks well, nor doth well. 

The Failmys of good Men are commonly 
__ pubiuthed in the Would than their good 

Deeds; 


1 8 


— 


Of Exvy and DET RAcTIO. 43 


Deeds and one Fault of a well- deferving 


Man ſhall meet with more Reproaches, than 
all his Virtues Praiſe: Such is the Force of 
E 1-will and Ill- nature. Shectalor. 


Cenſure is the Tax a Man pays the pub- 


lic for being eminent. 


When any Man {peaks ill of us, we arc 


to make Uſe of it as a Caution, without 
; roubling ourſelves at the Calumny. He 15 


in a wretched Caſe, that values himſelf up— 


on other People's Opinions, and depends? 
upon their Judgement for the Peace 03 


his Lile. 


do not allow of Envy, (ſaid Eurifides 3) 


but for Good I would be envicd. 


It is in the Power of every Man to pre- 


E ive his Probity ; but no Man living has it 
u his Power to ſay, that lle can prelcrve his 
Keputation, while there are ſo 8 evil 
I Tongues i in the World ready to blaſt the 
| Saireſt Character; and ſo many open Ears 
F icady to receive their Reports, 


Other Paſſious have Objects to, fatter 


| mem and ſecmiugly to content and fatisſy 


them for a while : There is Power in Am- 


| „ion, and L'lcaſure 11 1 UXULV, and Pelf in 


Covetouſuels ; ; but Envy can give nothing 


Ut Vexation, Montaigne, 


I. 7 


Of Hove, FEAR, AxxIETT, and DrsTausr, 


| U R Hopes and Fears are the main 
() Springs of all our religious Endea- 
vours. | | 

There is no Condition fo low, but may 
bave Hopes ; nor any fo high, that is out 
of the Reach of Fears. 

"Tis Fancy, not the Reaſon of Things 
that makes Life ſo uncaſy to us as we find 
it. It is not the Place, nor the Condition, 
but the Mind alone, that can make any body 
happy or miſerable, Sir R. L'Eſtr ange. 

Hope maketh that preſent, by a . 
ſeſſion of that which is to come, 

He that wants Hope, is the pooreſt Man 
living. 

A wiſe Man, ſays Seneca, is provided for 
Occurrences of any Kind; the Good he ma- 
nages, the Bad he vanquiſhes: In Proſpe- 
Tity he betrays no Preſumption, in Adverſi- 
ty he feels no Deſpondency. 

When Anaxagoras was told of the Death 


of his Son, he only ſaid, I knew he was mor- 


tal. So we, in all aſunkics of Life, ſhould 
lay, I knew my Riches were uncertain, tha: 
| my 
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my Friend was but a Man, Such Conſider- 
ations would ſoon pacity us, becaule all our 
Troubles proceed from their bemg unex- 
pected. Plutarch. 

Hopes and Dilappointments are the Lot 
and Entertainment of human Life; the one 
ſcrves to keep us from Preſumption, the o- 
ther from Delpair. 

There is a Medium between an exceſſive 
Dilhdence and too univerſal a Confidence. 
if we have no Foreſight, we are ſurpriſed; 
if 'tis too nice, we are miſerable. 44 

The Apprehenſion of Evil is many times 
worſe than the Evil itſelf; and the Ills a Man 
wars he ſhall ſuffer, he fuffers in the very 


Fear of them. 


A noble Spirit muſt not vary with his For- 


tune: In your worſt Eſtate, hope; in the 
bheſt, fear; and, in all, be circumſpect. 


A Man cannot truly be happy here, with- 


out a well-grounded Hope of being happy 


hereafter. 

A firm Truſt in the Aſſiſtance of an Al- 
mighty Being naturally produces Patience, 
Chearfulneſs, and all other Diſpoſitions of 
Mind, that alleviate thoſe Calamities which 
we are not able to remove. opegtator. 

Tis Virtue only that repels Fear, and 


Fear only that makes Life troubleſome. 


E 2 It 
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If you are diſquieted at any Thing, vou 


ſhould conſider with yourſelf, is the Thing 


of that Worth, that for it I ſhould fo Sifturh 


myſelf, and loſe my Peace and * 
M. Aurel. 


The keeping ourſelves above Grief, and 
every painful Paſſion, is indeed very beautt- 
tal and excellent; and none but Souls of the 
firſt Rate ſeem to be qualhed for the Under- 
taking. Cherron. 

There can be no Peace in human Life, 
without the Contempt of all Events. He 


that troubles his Head with drawing Con- 
ſequences from mere Contingencies, ſhail 


never be at Reſt. Sir R. L' Eftranze. 

The melancholy Perſon always preſages 
Misfortunes. 

A poor diſtracted Man, and arich diſtraQ- 
ed Man, are pretty much upon an Equality ; 
and, as far as the Power of Imagination 
goes, often change Conditions; the poor 
Man ſancying himſelf a Prince, whilſt the 
rich one pincs, and torments himſelf, wich 
all the Anxieties of Povert 

More periſh thro' too much Conkdence, 
than by too much Fear: Where one deſpairs, 
there arc thouſands that prelume. 

Fear, unbalanced by Hope, 1s Deſperation. 

Doſt thou lament for what is to come! 


Why? Becauſe it is not come? No, becaulc 
| it 
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it is grievous: And wilt thou double thy 
Grieſs, with bringing them on before they 
come? Why ſhould we run forward to meet 
i ; | thole Mitertes, which at the ſame Time we 
would fain run away from? 
Ihe thing in the World, ſays Montaigne, 
l Iam moſt afraid of, is Fear; and with good 
Kkeaſon; that Paſſion alone, in the Trouble 
Þ cf it, exceeding all other Accidents. 
We ſhould take a prudent Care for the 
| | future, but ſo as to enjoy the preſent : Tis 
no Part of Wiſdom to be miſerable To- day, 
| becauſe we may happen to be ſo To-mor- 
row. 
Hobe is the laſt Thing that dieth in Man; 
3 1 tho' it be exceeding deceitful, yet it is 
er this good Uſe to us, that, while we are 
| travelling through this Life, it conducts us 
an caſier and more pleaſant Path to our 
Journey's End. Rochefoucault. 
It were no Virtue to bear Calamities, if 
| we did not feel them. Seneca. 
Miſeries are endleſs, if we ſtand in Fear 
of all Impoſſibilities. 
Divine Providence always places the Re- 
3, medy near the Evil. There is not any Duty 
to which Providence has not annex ed a Bleſſ- 
1 Jing; nor any Afflidion for which Virtue has 
not provided a Remedy. | ; 
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if ſome are refined, like Gold, in the Fur- 
nace of Affliction, there are m many more, that 
like Chatt, are conſumed in it. Sorrow, 
hen it is exceſhive, takes away "GONG; 
from Picty, Vigour from Action, Health 
from the Body, Light from the Reafon, and 
Repoſe from the Conſcience, 

It may ſerve as a Comfort to us in all our 
Calamities and Afflictions, that he that lolcs 


any Thing, and gets Wiſdom by it, is «| 


Gainer by the Loſs. 
When Faith, "Temperance, the Graces, 
and other celeſtial Powers, leſt the Earth, 


(fays one of the Ancients,) Hope was the!“ 


only Goddeſs that ſtaid behind. 

The ExpeQation of future Happincls B 
the beſt Relief of anxious Thoughts, the 
moſt perfect Cure of Melancholy, the Guide 
of Lite, and the Comfort of Death, 

Hopes and Cares, Anger and Fears, di 


vide our Life: Would you be hee from thei: 1 


Anxieties? Think every Day will be your lat 
and then the ſucceeding Hours will be the 
more welcome, becauſe unexpected. Horac. 

There is but one Way of fortifying the 
Soul againft all gloomy Preſages, and Ter 
rors of Mind; and that is, by ſecuring !0 
ourſelves the F riendſhip and ProteQion o 
that Being, who diſpoſes of Events, and ge 
verns Futurity. Spectacor. 
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Of the GoverNMENT of the Passtoxs. 


3 utmoſt Perfection we are capable 
of in this World is to govern our 
Lives and Actions by the Rules which Na- 
ture hath ſet us, and keeping the Order 
of our Creation. Spectator. 

He is the wiſe Man, who, though not 
ſkilled in Science, knows how to govern his 
Paſſions and Affections. Our Paſhons are 
our Infirmities, He that can make a Sacri- 
fice of his Will, is Lord of himfelf. 

Paſſion has its Foundation in Nature; 


Virtue is acquired by the Improvement of 


dur Reaſon. 

No Man is Maſter of himſelf, fo long as: 
he is a Slave to any Thing elfe. 

Prudence governs the Wiſe; but there are 
but a few of that Sort, and the moſt wiſe are 
not ſo at all Times; whereas Paſhon governs 
almoſt all the World, and at moſt Times. 
St. Furemond. 

It is the baſeſt of Paſfions to like what we 


bave not, and flight what we poſſeſs. 


Exceſs of Sorrow is as foolith, as profuſe 


Laughter, Loud Mirth, or immoderate 


Sorrow, 
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Sorrow, Inequality of Behaviour either in 


Proſperity or Adverlity are alike ungraceful 
in a Man that is born to die. Spediator. 

Paſſion is a Sort of Fever in the Mind. 
which ever leaves us weaker than it found 
us. | 
Nothing alleviates Grief fo much as the 
Liberty of complaining: Nothing makes 
one more ſenſibie of Joy than the Delight of 
expreſſing it. 

A Man's firongeſt Paſſion is generally his 
weaker Side. 

It is certainly much eaſier IE 10 de- 
cline a Paſſion, than to keep it within jul. 
Bounds and Meaſures ; and that which few 
can moderate, almoſt any Body may pre- 
vent. Charron. 


Philoſophy and Religion ſhew themſelves 


in no one Inſtance ſo much as in the pre- 
- ſerving our minds firm and ſteady, | 


He that doth any Thing rafhly, muſt be 
taken, in Equity of Conſtruction, to do it 
willingly 7 for he was free to deliberate or 


NO. 
Abſence cools moderate Paſſions, and in- 


flames violent ones; as the Wind blows out 
Candles, but kindles Fires. Rochefoucault. 
To mourn without Meaſure is Folly ; not 


- Sadneſs 


to mourn at all, Inſenſibility. 


* — — © 
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Sadneſs contracts the Mind; Mirth di- 
Jates it. | 

He that is dow to Anger, is better than 
the Mighty ; and he that ruleth his Spirit, 
than he that taketh a City, 

The Philoſopher Bion ſaid pleaſantly of 
the King, who by Handfuls pulled his Hair 
off his Head for Sorrow; Docs this Man 
think, that Baldneſs ts a Remedy for Grief? 

There is in human Nature generally more 
of the Fool, than of the Wile ; and there- 
fore thoſe Faculties, by which the foohith 
Part of Men's Minds are taken, are more 
potent. Lord Bacon. | 

Poſitive Men err moſt of any. 

We often hate, we know not why, wich- 
out examining either the good or bad Quali- 
ties of the Perſon; and this fenſeleſs Aver- 
hon of ours =" "Y ſometimes fall upon Men 
of extraordinary Merit. Tis the Buſineſs 
of Reaſon to correct this blind Paſſion, 
which is a Reproach to it : For 1s there 
any Thing more unjuſt, that» to have an 
Averſiou to thoſe that are an Honour to 
human Nature. 

Paſlion makes them Fools, which eile 
wile are not ſo; and ſhews them to be Fools, 


; which are 10. 


The tirſt Step to Moderation is, to per- 


cee that we are falling into a Paſſion. One 
laying 
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ſay ing to Diogenes, after a Fellow had [pit 
in hs Face, This Affront, lure, will make 
you angry: No (ſaid he); but I am linking 
whether 7 ons not to be fo. 

They that laugh at every Thing, and they 
that fret at every Thing, are Fools altke. 

He that overcomes his Paſſions, conquers 
his greateſt Enemies. 

The good Government of our Appetitcs, 
and corrupt Inclinations, will make our 
Minds chcarful and eaſy : Contentment wil! 
fiveeten a low Fortune, and Patience will 
make our Sufferings light, 

Moderation of Paſſions, Judgment in 
Counſel, and Dexterity in Allairs, are the 
inoſt eminent Parts of Wiſdom, 

Plato, ſpeaking of paſſionate Perſons, ſays, 
they are like Men who ſtand on their Heads, 
they ſee all Things the wrong Way. 

To be Maſters of ourſelves and Habits, tis 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, that our T houghts 
be good and regular, which is effected by 
good Converſe either with Books or Per- 
ſons : Hence we may know ourſelves, and 
adapt particular Remedies to our Weak- 
neſſes: for there's nothing impoſſible, that 
is neceſſary to the Accompliſhment of our 
Happineſs. 

Sobriety and 19 of all Kinds, 


modcrate Exerciſe, Appetites well m_—_— 
au 
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SI 


keeping one's felf from Melancholy, 
ond all violent Paſſion and Diforder of the 
| iind, do affiſt, prelerve, Conhrin, and fnilh, 
chat Natuie and Complexion at firſt begari, 
7 Charron, 


Of Vanity, Forty, and ArFECTATION, 


O be covetous of Applauſe diſcovers 
a ſlender Merit; and Self-conceit is 
che ordinary Attendant of Ignorance, Spec 
F cator. 
s, The moſt ignorant are moſt conceited, 
, and the moſt impatient of Advice, as unable 
| :0 diſcern either their own Folly, or the Wit- 
is dom of others. | 
is Young Men, when they are once dyed in 
by Plcafure and Vanity, will fcarcely take any 
-r- other Colour. 
nd There are a thouſand Fops made by Art, 
bor one Fool made by Nature. 
1at It is to Affectation the World owes its 
zur whole Race of Coxcombs : Nature in her 
whole Drama never drew ſuch a Part; ſhe 
ds, has ſometimes made a Fool, but a Coxcomb 
cd, Nis always of a Man's own making. 
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Soine would he thought to do grea! 
Things, uho are but Jools and Inſtruments: 


like the Fool that fancied he played upon the 


Organ, when he only drew the Bellows. 
They are more dangerouſly ill, that are 
drunk with Vanity, than thoſe with Wine; 
for a Morning makes one himſelf, but che 
other is unrecoverable. 
Oſtentation takes from the Merit of. any 
Action, He that 1s vain cnough to cry up 


himſelf, ought to be puniſhed with the Si- 


lence of other Men. 

The Oblervation that no Man is ridicu- 
lous for being what he is, but only in the 
Affectation of being ſomething more, is 
equally true in regard to the Mind and the 
Body. G 

Men are as apt to defend their Opinions, 
as their Property; and would take it as well 
te have the Titles to their Eſtates queſtioned, 
as their Senſe. 

Socrates had ſo little Eſteem of himſelf, 
that he thought he knew nothing certainly, 
but that he neu nothing. 

It is a common Oblervation, that no Man 
is content with his own Condition, tho' i. 
be the beſt; nor dillatished with his own 
Wit, tho' it be the worſt. 

Every Man has as much Vanity, 
wants Undexſtanding. 


as he 
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Image in Proceſſion; and, ſeeing the 
pee ple fall down every where upon their 
Knees before him, the filly Animal fancied 
all this while, that they worlhipped ham. 
Some Men affect the Oſtentation of Bu- 
ſinels, ſeeming always to be fully employed, 
cho' without materially doing any Thing: 
Such are rather buſy Men, than Men os 
Buſinels. 

The Vanity of human Lifei is like a River, 
conſtantly palling away, and yet conſtantly 
coming on. Dean Swift, 

It is the Infirmity of poor Spirits to be 


taken with every Appearance, and dazzled 


with every Thing that ſparkles : But great 
Genius's have but little Admiration, becauſe 
ſew Things appear new to them. 
Tho' a "Coat be ever fo fine that a Fool 
wears, tis ſtilt but a Fool's Coat. Spcftator. 
The monſtrous Affection of our travelled 


Gentlemen and Ladies, to ſpeak in the 


French Air, to dreſs, to cook, to write in 
French, has corrupted at once our Lan- 
guage and our Manners. Fel!on's Diſſer- 
lation. 


— 


F- drive 


| 'Theſtrongeſt Paſſions allowus ſome Reſts 

but Vanity keeps us perpetually in Motion. 

| What a Duſt do I raiſe! ſays the Fly upon 
the Coach-wheel : And what a rate do I 
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drive at ! ſays the ſame Fly upon the Ho ſes 
Buttock. 

Opinionative Men will believe nothing 
but what they can comprehend ; and there 
are but few Things that they are able to 

comprehend. S,. Evremond. 
Tt was a wile Saying of Arxiſtotle to an 
indiſcreet and conccited Ferſon, That he 
wiſhed he was what the other thought him- 
ſelf to be; and that his Enemies were ſuch 
as he was. 

A ſeeming Modeſty is a ſurer Evidence of 
Vanity, than a moderate Degree of Ailur- 
ance. A Gnat that had planted himſelf ap- 
on the Horn of a Bull, very civilly begged 
the Bull's Pardon: But rather than incom- 
mode you, ſays he, I'll remove. 

When Men will not be reaſoned out of 
2 Vanity, they muſt be ridiculed out of it, 
Sir R. L'Eftrange. 


Some put ſo much Weight upon Shew 


and Ornaments, that even the 'Thought of 
Death is made leſs heavy to them by the 
Contemplation of their being laid out in 


State, and honourably attended to the 


Grave. M. of Halifax. 

A wiſe Man endeavours to ſhine in him- 
ſelf, a Fool to outſhine others: The firſt is 
Named by the Senſe of his own Infirmities; 


the laſt is lifted up by the Diſcovery of thoſe 
| which 


— . 
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which he obſerves in others. The wiſe Man 
conſiders what he wants, and the Foot what 
he abounds in. The wife Man is happy, 
when he grins his own Approbation; and 
the Fool when he recommends himſelf to 
the Applauſe of thoſe about him. 

Of all Sorts of Affectation, that whit is 
moſt incurable, is the Affectation of Wik 
dom; becauſe the Difeafe is in the Remedy 
elf, and ſails upon Reaſon, which only 
could and ought to cure it, if it were : any< 
where elſe. 


0 Human LEARNING; zs Us R and 
INSUFFICIENCY, 


AN thinks it the fineſt Thing in the 


World to krow much; and there- 
lore is greatly apt to eſteem himſelf bettet 
than his Neighbours, if he knows ſome lutle 
Impertinencies, and them imperfectly, with 
infinite Uncertainty. Biſhop Taylor. 

We live in an Age, when Men are fond 
of Learning, almoſt to the Loſs of Reli— 
gion. Nothing will paſs with our Men of 
Wit and Senſe, but what is agreeable with 
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the niceſt Reaſon; and every Man's Reaſon 
is his own Underſtanding. Theſe might, 
Pretenders have no truer Ground to go upon, 
than other Men: They plead for right Rea- 
fon; but they mcan their own : in the mean 
Time they take from us our ſureſt Guide, 
and Religion ſuffers by «heir Contentions 
about it. Baker. 


Philoſophy is then only valuable, when 


it ſerves for the Law of Life, and not the 
Oſtentation of Science. 

Tho' a Maa may not be a Logician, or 
Naturaliſt, vet he is never the further off 
by it from being either liberal, or modeſt, 01 
charitable. M. Aurel. 

No Knowledge which terminates in Cu— 
rioſity and Speculation, is comparable 10 
that which is of Uſe; and of all ufefal 
Knowledge that 1s moſt ſo, which conſiſts 
in a due Care, and juſt Notion of our- 
ſelves. St. Barnard. 

Rectitude of Will is a greater Ornament 
and Perſection, than Brightneſs of Under— 
ſtanding ; and to be divinely good, more va- 
luable than any other Wiſdom and Know: 
ledge. 

However we may be puffed up with vaii 
Conceits, and flatter ourſelves with Diſco- 
veries of new Worlds of Learning, l 
Certain we are yet much in the Dark ; that 

| : may 
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many of our Diſcoveries are purely imagi. 
| nary; and that the State of Learning is lo 
far from Perfection, much more from be- 
ing the Subject of Oſtentation, that it 
| ought to teach us Modeſty, and keep us 
humble. Baker. 


Some are ſo very ſtudious of learning 


b what was done by the Antrents, that they 
| know not how to live with the Moderns. 


What are we the better for the volumi- 


nous Hiſtory of the World, even if we hack 
it all without Book? For the Records of all 
| tne I'yranmies and Rebellions that ever pafs- 
ec from the Creation to this Day? How 
much better were it to check the Growth of 


our own Iniquities, than to tranſmit the 


Story of other People's! Bona. 


A Man of Senſe does not ſo much apply 


| tinelf to the moſt learned Writings, in or- 


der to acquire Knowledge; as the moſt ra- 


tional, to fortify his Reaſon. St. Evremond. 
| Ariſlippus ſaid, That the only Fruit he 
had received from his Philoſophy, was to 


ſpeak plainly to all the World, and to tell 


. ireely his Thoughts of Things. 


To preſerve. the intire Liberty of one's 


| Judgment, without being prepoſſeſſed with 
falſe Reaſon, or pretended Authority, is a 
Strength of Mind whereot few are capable. 
| P 3 The 
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The N Subtilties of the School 
ſpeak many ſharp Things, but utterly unne- 
ceſſary, and void of Effect. Too much Re- 
fining deſtroys pure Reafon. Sheclator. 

Fine Senſe, and exalted Senſe, are not half 
ſo uſeful as common Senſe. Dean Swift. 

Plain natural good Senſe is an eſſential 
Qualification, and is, although nv Science, 
fairly worth the ſeven. 

Men are apt to overvalue the Tongues, 
and to think they have made a conſiderable | 
Progreſs in Learning when they have once 
overcome thele; yet in Reality there 1s no 
internal Worth in them, and Men may un- 
derſtand a thouſand Languages without be- 
ing the wiſer. Baker. 

A ſincere Confeſſion of our Ignorance is 
one of the ſaireſt and ſureſt Teſtimonies of 
our Judgment. Montaigne. 

What is the whole Creation, but one 
great Library; every Volume in which, and 
every Page in theſe Volumes, are impreſſed 
with radiant Characters of infinite Wiſdom ; 
and all the Perfections of the Univerſe are 
contracted with ſuch inimitable Art in Man, 
that he needs no other Book but himſelf, to 
make him a complete Philoſopher. Turki/} 
Spy. h 
There is no End of Books : Our Libraries 


are furniſhed for Sight and Oſtentation, 
rather 


* 
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rather than Uſe; the very Indexes are not 
to be read over in an Age; and in this Mul- 
titude, how great a Part of them are either 
dangerous, or not worth the Reading! A 
few Books, well choſen, and well made Uſe 
of, will be more profitable, than a great con- 
fuled Alexandrian Library. 

One would admire how it is poſhble for 
a wiſe Man to ſpend his Life in unprofitable 
Inquiries. Some Men (ſays St. Evremond) 
make a Merit of knowing what they might 
as well be 1gnorant of, and are abſolute 
Strangers to what's really worth knowing. 

Lycurgus remarked, that ſubtile Speculan 
tions, and all the Refinements of Science, 
ſerved to ſpoil the Underſtanding, and cor- 
rupt the Heart; for which Reaſon he made 
little Account of them. 

Moſt Men take leaſt Notice of what is 
plain, as if that were of no Uſe; but puzzle 
their Thoughts, and loſe themſelves in thoſe 
vaſt Depths and Abyſles, which no human 
Underſtanding can fathom. Dean Sherlock. 

The Ways of Nature, like thoſe of Gon, 
are paſt Man's finding out. Baker. 

To be proud of Learning is the greateſt 
Ignorance. Biſhop Taylor. 

'Tis a filly Conceit, that Men without 
Languages are allo without Underſtand- 


ing: It is apparent in all Ages, that ſome 
ſuch 
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ſuch have been even Prodigies for Ability; 


for it is not to be believed, that Witdon 


ſpeaks to her Diſciples only in Latin, Greet, 
and Hebrew, Dr. Fuller. 

Marius did never bluſh to profeſs before 
the Senate his being ignorant of the Greek, 
and his Careleſneſs in being otherwiſe ; con- 
ſidering how little he obſerved it helped 
luch as were {killed therein tothe purchaſing 
of Virtue. 

The Pains we take in Books or Arts, 
which treat of Things remote from the Ule 
of Life, is a buly idleneſs. 

There is no Neceſlity of being led thro' 
the ſeveral Fields of Knowledge : It will be 
ſufficient to gather ſome of the faireſt Fruit 
from them all; and to lay up a Store of good 
Senſe, ſound Reaſon, and ſolid Virtue, 
Felton's Diſſertations. 

It is the Work of Fancy to enlarge, but 


of Judgment to ſhorten and contract; and 


therefore this mult needs be as far above the 


other, as Judgment is a greater and nobler 


Faculty, than Fancy or Imagination. 

The Variety of Opinions among the 
Learned manifeſteth, that there can be no 
Certainty, where there is fo much Diſſent. 

We rarely meet with Perſons that have a 
true Judgment; which, in many, renders Li- 
terature a very tireſome Knowledge. Good 


Judges 
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Judges are as rare as good Authors, St. 
Evremond. 


It happens to Men truly learned, as to 


Ears of Corn; they ſhoot up and raiſe their 
Heads high, while they are empty; but, 
when full and ſwelled with Grain, they be- 
gin to flag and droop. Montargne. 1 

We read of a Philoſopher, who declared 
of himſelf, that, the firſt Year he entered 
upon the Study of Philoſophy, he knew 
all Things; the ſecond Year he knew 
ſomething; but the third Year nothing : 
The more he ſtndicd, the more he declined 
in the Opinion of his own Knowledge, and 
% more of the Shortncſs of his Under- 
ſtanding. 

The Curioſity of ſeeing into every Thing, 
explaining every Thing, and adjuſting it to 
our weak Ideas, is the moſt dangerous Diſ- 
eaſe of the human Mind. 

That good Senſe, ſays Comes, which 
Nature affords us, is preferable to moſt of 
the Knowledge that we can acquire. 

Of all Parts of Wiſdom, the Practice is 
the beſt. Socrates was eſteemed the viſeſt 
Man of his Time, becauſe he turned his 
acquired Knowledge into Morality, and 
aimed at Goodneſs more than Greatneſs. 

A curſory Knowledge, tho' it be not ex- 
act enough for the Schools, is more pleaſant, 
and 
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and perhaps more uſeful, than to overbnr. 
den the Brain with reading intricate and vo— 
tuminous Authors. 

Men gain little by Philoſophy, but the 
Means to ſpeak probably of every Thing 
and to make themſelves be admired by che 
leſs Knowing. Deſcartes. 

He who wants govd Senſe, 1s unhappy in 
having Learning ; for he has thereby only 
more Ways of expoſing himſelf. Tatler. 

Subtile Sophiſtry perverteth true Philo- 
ſophy. 

Wirangling about frivilous Criticiſms in 
Words, tho' it is a great Part of the Bufinels 


of a Schaal, is too pedantic and low for a 


generous Converſe; while he that is well 
grown in Knowledge may perhaps forget, 
or not ſo much reſpect, the firſt Rudiments 
of Letters; it being more grateful to the 
Mind to contemplate the Structures ot 
Learning, as they ſtand finiſhed and adorn- 
ed, than to diſculs the low Materials of ther 
Foundations. 

One Philoſopher is worth a thouſand 
Grammarians. Good Senſe and Realon 
ought to be the Unipire of all Rules, both 
antient and modern. Rochefoucault. 

True Eloquence is good Seule, delivered 
in a natural and unaffedted Way, without 


the artifictal Ornaments of I iopes and Ti- 
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gures. Our common Eloquence is uſually a 
Cheat upon the Underſtanding; it deceives 
us with Appearances inſtead of Things, 
and makes us think we lee Reaſon, whilſt 
it is only tickling our Senſe, Baker. 
Obſcurity in Writing is commonly an 
Argument of Darkneſs in the Mind : The 
greateſt Learning is to be ſeen in the greateſt 
Plainnefs. Biſhop Wilkins. 
| Itis an idle Fancy of ſome to run out 
perpetually upon Similitudes, confounding, 
their Subject by the Multitude of Likeneſſes, 
and making it like ſo many Things, that it 
is like nothing at all. 

Difficult and abſtruſe Speculations raiſe a 
Noiſe and a Duſt; but, when we examine 

what Account they turn to, little comes of 
| them, but Heat, and Clamour, and Con- 
| tradition, Charron. 
The Reaſon of Things lies in a narrow 
| Compals, if the Mind could at any Time be 
| lo happy as to light upon it. Moſt of the 
| Writings and Diſcourſes in the World are 
but Illuſtration and Rhetoric; which figni- 
fies as much as nothing to a Mind in Pur- 
| ſuit after the philoſophical Truth of Things. 
Dr. South. 
t Tho' it may be an Argument of a great 
| Wit to give ingenious Reaſons for many 
won- 
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wonderful Appearances in Mature; yet 1: is 
an Evidence of {mall Judgment, to be poſi- 
tive in any Thing but the Knowledge of our 


own Ignorance. 


It paſſes for an Ornament to borrow from 
other Tongues, where we may be better {ur- 
niſhed in our own. Spectator. 

Pedantry is a Vice in all Profeſſions, itſell 
no Profeſſion. 

Suppoſe a Man knows what is Greek, L:- 
tin, French, Spaniſh, or Italian for a Horſe ; 
this makes the Man no more the wiſer, than 
the Horſe the better. Sir T. P. Blount. | 

Languages are not to be deſpiſed ; but 
Things are ſtill to be preferred. ] 

One of the Antients, who was reproached 
that he profeſſed Philoſophy, of which he 
nevertheleſs in his own Judgment made no 4 
great Account; made Anſwer, T hat this wa: i '* 


truly to þhiloſobhiſe. 
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The moſt reſplendent Ornament of Man 5 
is Judgment; here is the Perfection of his I V 
innate Reaſon ; here is the utmoſt Power of ch. 
Reaſon joined with Knowledge. tu 
It is no ſmall Progreſs in *Philoſophy to ; 
have learned how much Obſcurity and Un- an 
certainty is mingled with our exacteſt Know-: a 
ledge, and to be ſatisfied to be ignorant of ; Na 
5 ba 


that which cannot be known, 


There 
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There are impertinent Studies, as well as 


my 1 
l.  impertinent Men. Seneca. 
1 Do but hear a philoſophical Lecture; the 


Invention, Reaſon, Eloquence, good Senſe, 
m and all that, do immediately ſtrike your 
r- | Fancy, and move you ; but there is nothing 
im it that touches your Conſcience; it is not 
taddreſſed to that. This made Arzi/to ſay, 


that neither a Stove nor a Lecture did ſigni- 


en Men better. Montaigne. 
an It was a Saying of Cicero, that Oratory was 
but his Ornament, as a Commonwealth's- 
ut Man; and that Philoſophy and Reaſon were 
his Proſeſſion, as a Man. 
d Phocton was preferred before Demoſthenes, 
he in that he always filled his Speeches with 
no lubſtantial Matter. He was ſparing of Rhe- 
s oric, and full of Reaſon. 
| Such Books as teach Sapience and Pru- 
lan dence, and ſerve to eradicate Errors and 
his Veces, are the moſt profitable Writings in 
of che World, and ought to be valued and 
ſtudied more than all others whatſoever. 


to Inſtead of labouring in nice Learning, 
In- and intricate Sciences; inſtead of trifling 
w. away precious Time upon the Secrets of 
o Nature, or Myſteries of State; it were bet- 

ter to ſeek that only which is really and ſub- 
ele 


baatially good. Our Pains ſhould be to 
| G 


F ſy any Thing, unleſs they cleauſed and made 


moderate 
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moderate our Hopes and Fears; to cir: 
and regulate our Faſhons; to bear all Inju— 
ries of Fortune or Men, and to attain the 
Art of Contentment; and then we can 
have much more to wiſh for. 

Art is long, and. Life but ſhort. 77. 
Þocrates, 

The Wiſdom of the Antients, as to the 
Government of Life, was no more than ccr- 
tain Preceþts what to do, and what not ; and 
Men were much better in that Simplicity ; 
for, as they came to be more learned, the: 
grew leſs careful of being good. That plain 


and open Virtue is now turn d into a dark 


and intricate Science; and we are taught to 


_ diſpute, rather than to live. Seneca. 


If I ſtudy, ſays Montaigne, it is for no 


other Science, than what treats of the Know- 
ledge of myſelf, and inſtructs me | how 10 


"a and die well. 

The Lacedamoniaus applied their Minds 
to no Learning but what was uſeful, aid 
would not Caller the Profeſſors of any {pecu- 
lative Sciences to live in their een 


leſt by their Diſputations, and empty No— 


tions, they ſhould deprave the true Excel- 


lency of Virtue. Plutarch. 
_ *Tis a Miſtake to think, that a large 
Syſtem of Ethics, diſſected according to the 


nice Preſcriptions of Logic, and method: 


cally 
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its UsE and IN SUFTIOIEN x. 69 
«| cally repleniſhed with Definitions, Diviſions, 
ju. Viltindtions, and Syllogiſms, is requiſite or 
the fſullicient to make Men virtuous. The actual 
% pPoſſeſſion of one Virtue is preferable to the. 


bare ſpeculative Knowledge of all Arts and 
te Y Sciences together. R. Boyle. 

I be moral Philoſophy of . Ariſtotle, Socra- 
he s, Plato, &c. can make Men only Pliloſo- 


er- | hers, and are too weak to make them 
nd thoroughly good ; neither 1s it 111 any of their 
y; bir Maxims, that Patience in Affliction, 
her und Fortitude againſt Adverſity, are to be 
ain bound. 

ak e There are a great many Speculations, 
% MF which Divines trouble themſelves and the 


World with, which they themſelves do yet 


vation; and, conſequently, which a Man is 
no more obliged to buly his Head with, 
than with any Problems in Geometry. 
| biſhop Huge. 

© Our Controverhes about Religion have 
brought at laſt even Religion itſelf into Con- 
 toverſy: The Schoolmen have ſpun the 
Thread too fine, and made Chriſtianit 
look hiker a Courſe of Philoſophy, than 


lion: So that the Spirit of it evaporates into 
| Niceties, and — of the Brain; and 
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the Contention is not ſor Truth, but Vistoty. 
Sir R. L'Strange. 

A good Man will fee his Duty with on!; 
a moderate Share of caſuiſtical Skill; but 
wmto a perverſe Heart, this Sort of Wi flow 
enters net. Were Men as much afraid 
Sin, as they are of Danger, there would be 
tew Occahons of ee Dr  Cafu: 7s, 

Lafer. | 

It is better to be affeted with 2 trove pe ni- 


tent Sorrow ſor Sin, than be able to tete | 


the moſt difficult Caſes about it. Tos 
a tombs, 

Men that are deſtitute of Religion (fars 
L.nftantmms) are fo far from being learned 
Phlofophers, that they onght not to be 
eltecimed ſo muck as reaſonable Men, 

knowledge will not be acquired without 
Pains and Application. It is troubleſome 
nd deep digging for pure Waters; but when 
once you come to the Spring, they riſe up, 
and meet you. Felton's Differtations. 

Learning is preferable to Riches, and Vir— 
tue to both. 

There 1s nothing g good, or evil, but Vir- 
tae, or Vice. What is Fnowledge good tor, 
which does not direct and govern our Lives 
Dean Metec. 

Uſetul Knowledge can have no Enemies, 
except the Ignorant: It cheriſhes Youtl, 

delights 


9 


1 
] 
8 


8 


of nothing 
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ö delights the Aged, is an Omen in Prol- 
| perity,, and yicics Comfort in Adverſity. 


Knowledge, that is of Uſe, muſt be al- 


ſowed to be the greateſt and the nobleſt Ac- 
duiſttion that Man can gain. But to run on in 


their Diſpuiations, whether Privation be a 
Principle; whether any Thing can be made 
whether there be an empty 
”-_ in — Compaſs of Nature; or whether 

he World hall have an End, and ſuch— 
like ; is without End, and to no End, 

The Diffuſion of the Mind into Variety 
of Thoughts and Subjects renders 1t inca- 
pable of any deep Search. 

Wile Men are inſtructed by Real ; 
Men of leſs Underſtanding, by Experience; 
the moſt ignorant, by Neceſſity; and Beaſts 
by Nature. Cicero. 

It is an Argument of a truly brave Diſpo- 


tion in a learned Man, not to aſſume the 
Name and Character of one. Plutarch. 


Tho' the ſimpleſt Man knows he has the 


Faculties of Imagination, Apprehenſion, 
Memory, Reflection; ; yet the moſt learned 
cannot aſſign where they are ſeated, or by 
| what Means they operate, 


The two moſt ellential Points in ram 


Philoſophy are a laſt End, and the Means 
to attain it; and that Beatitude conſiſts in 


the 
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the nobleſt Action of Man in Reference to 
the moſt excellent Object. Arrflotle. 

If our painful Peregitnation in Studie. 
be deſtitute of the ſupreme Light, it is 10. 
thing elſe but a miſerable Kind of Wandel 
INT. Scaliger. 

It is with the Mind as with . Will and 
Appetites: For as, after we have tried: 
thouland Pleaſures, and turned ftom one 
Enjoyment to another, we find no Ret to 
our Deſires, till we at laſt fix them upon the 
ſovereign Good; fo, in Purſuit of Know- 
iedge,, we meet with no tolerable Satisfac- 


tion to our Minds, till, after we are wearied 


with tracing other Methods, we turn then 
at laſt upon the one fupreme and unerri! 


man Learning, there is at leaſt this in it, that 
by its many Defects it brings us to a Senſe 
of our own Weakneis, and makes us moi 
readily, and with greater Willingnels, ſub 
mit to Revelation. Baker. | 

True Philoſophy, ſays Plato, conlil!s 
more in Fidelity, Conſtancy, Juſtice, Sin. 
cerity, and in the Love of our Duty, chan 
in a great Capacity. | 

The main Opportunity "Te Knowledge i 
after this life ; but the only Opportun iy C: 


being good is now; and, if we take Cares 
iu. 
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improve this, we are ſufficiently ſecure of the 
| cther; but, if this be negleQed, all is loſt. 
de. BE We know little of the Cauſes of Things, 
| but may ſee Wiſdom enough in every 
dei. ! Thing: And could we be content to ſpend 
as mach Time in contemplating the wiſe 


e fo 


a ans Wa 


and! Ends of Providence, as we do in ſearching 
d: into Cauſes, it would certainly make us 


one better Men, and not worle Philoſophers. 
Nin Baker. 


the It was a uſeful Saying of Mr. Paſcal, 
ow- i That Sciences produced no Conſolation in 
fac the Times of Affliction; but the Know- 
nid ledge of Chriſtianity was a Comfort both 
hen in Adverſity, and Defect of all other Know- 
ring L ; ledge. 

u- The Height of all Philoſophy, both natu- 
that! ral and moral, is to know thyſelf; and the 


ene! End of this Knowledge is to know Gon. 

E In vain do we feek for a true and laſting 
Syatisfaction, in any other Books than the 

Holy Scriptures ; wherein are contained all 


Ole 


{ub- 


nf Things neceſſary to the Happinels of this 

Sin and the Life hereafter. 

han As the Moon, for all thoſe darker Parts 
we call Spots, gives us a much greater 

ge i | Light than the Stars, that ſeem all luminous, 

e fo do the Scriptures afford more Light than 


e the brighteſt human Authors: In them the 
my = Ignorant may learn all requiſite Knowledge, 


and 
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and the moſt Knowing may learn to diſcern 
their Ignorance. R. Boyle. 
There is but one Way to Heaven for the 
Learned and the Unlearned. Bp. Taylor. 
He that knows what belongs to his Salva- 


tion, has learned what 1s ſufhcient. Bona. 


At the Day of Judgment, thou ſhalt not 
be aiked, What Proficiency thou haſt made 
in Logic, Metaphyſics, Aſtronomy, or any other 
Sience; but whether thou haſt lived accord- 
ing to thy Nature, as a Man enducd with 
Reaſon and Morality ? Turkiſh Spy. 

Were Matters ſo managed, that Men 
turned their Speculation into Practice, and 
took Care to apply their Reading to the 
Purpoſes of human Life; the Advantage of 
Learning would be unſpeakable ; and we lee 
how illuſtriouſly ſuch Perſons ſhine in the 
World : And therefore nothing can be ſaid 
to the Prejudice of Learning in general, but 
only to ſuch a falſe Opinion of it, as depends 
upon this alone for the moſt eligible, and 

only Qualification of the Mind of Man; and 
ſo reſts upon 1t, and buries it in nativity 
Charron. 

All Things elle being tranſitory and pe- 
riſhing, the true Wiſdom is to think of 
Eternity; and to be a good Man is the beſt 


of Philoſophies. Reflet ctions on Philoſophy, 
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Oo ProsrErITY and AnversITY; Cox- 
TENT:1ENT and FUMILITY. 


T may boldly be affirmed, that good 

Men generally reap more labllandia 
hencſit from their Afflictions, than bad Mien 
do from their Profperites ; and what they 
Joſe in Wealth, Plzafure. or Iovour, they 
gain with valt Advantage iu Wiſuo: and 
(Goodneſs, and Irangquiiuy of Mind. Dr, 
Holt. | 
Contentment excludes all Murmuring 
aud Repining at the Allotments of Provi- 
dence; all Sollicitude and anxious Ihoughts 
about future Events, farther than ſuch Pre- 
cautions as are within the Sphere of human 


Prudence. 


The compendious Addreſs to Wealth, as 
Lalo obſerved, is not to increaſe Poſſeſſions, 


but leſſen Deſires. 


Proſperity is not without its Troubles, 


nor Adverſity without its Comforts. 


A good Man, whether he be rich or poor, 
ſuall at all Times rejoice with a chearful 


Countenance. 


Content- 
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Contentment is only to be ſound witli - 


ourſelves. A Man that is content with a 
little, has enough; he that complains, bias 
too much. | 

you can live free from Want, care jr 
no more; for the reſt is but Vanity. Sir 
IV. Raleigh, | 

He that can well endure, may, without 
D:thcuity, overcome. 

The Conſideration of a greater Evil is a 
Sort of Remedy againſt. a leſſer. Ariſlih- 
jus had a Farm burnt down ; and, lice a 
Friend of his expreſſed a Concern for him, 
he ſaid, I have three Farms yet left, and 
thou haſt but one in all; and have more 
Reaſon to lament thy Misfortune, than thou 
mine. Plutarch. 

To live, Nature affordeth ; to live con- 
tent, Wiſdom teacheth. 

A very little is ſufficient for a Man well 
nurtured. 

It we will create imaginary Wants to our- 
felves, why do we not create an imagiuary 
Satisfaction to them? It were the merricr 
Phrenſy of the two to be like the Athenian, 
who fancied all the Ships that came into 
Harbour, were his own. 

Socrates rightly laid of Contentment, op— 
poling it to the Riches of Fortune and Opi— 


nion, that 'tis the Wealth of Nature ; for it 
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CoxNnTENTMENT and Humility. 77 


des every Thing that we want, and really 
need; 

Proſperity bath alwavs been the Cauſe of 
ſar greater Evils to Men, than Adverſity; 
and it is eaſter for a Man to bear this 
patiently, than not to forget himſelf in the 
other. French Academy. 

They are always impaired by Affliction, 
who are not thercby improved. 

Among all other Virtues, Humility, tho' 
it be lowelt, yet is pre-cminent : "Tis the 


{afeſt, becauſe it is always at Anchor; and 


tat Man may be truly ſaid to live with moſt 
Content in his Calling, that ſtrives to live 
„thin the Compaſs of it. Rrchlieu. 

Proud Men never have Friends ; neither 


in Proſperity, becauſe they know no-body ; 


nor in Adverſny, becauſe then no body 
xnows them. 

He who thinks no Man above him but 
tor his Virtue, none below him but for his 
Vice, can never be obſequious or aſſuming 

in a wrong Place. Taler. 

That which is a Neceſſity to him that 
Aruggles, is little other than CHoice to him 
that is willing. Lis better to be forced to 
any Thing; but Things are ealy when they 
are complied with. Seneca. 

Mauy Afflictons may befal a good Man, 


| but no Evil; for Contraries will never in- 


Corporate. 
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corporate. All the Rivers in the World are 
never able to change the Taſte and Qualuy 
of the Sea. 

Adverſity does not take from us our true 
Friends; it _ diſperſes thoſe who pre- 
tend to be uch, 

The Race is not always to the Swiſt, nor 
the Battle to the Strong; neither Bread to 
the Wiſe, nor Riches to Men of Under- 
ſtanding, nor Favour to Men of Skill; bu: 
Time and Chance happeneth to them all. 

Wealth and Titles are only the Gifts of 
Fortune; but Peace and Content are the 
peculiar Endowments of a well-diſpoſed 
Mind; a Mind that can bear Affliction 
without a Murmur, and the Weight of 
plentiful Fortune without Vain-glory : that 
can be familiar without Meanneſs, and re- 
ſerved without Pride, 

We muſt needs have ſome Concern when 
we look into our Loſſes: But, if we conſide: 
how little we delerve what is left, our Mut- 
murs will turn into Thonkfalneſs. 

If thou faint in the Day of Adverſity, thy 
Strength is ſmall. 

The Diſcontents of the Poor are much 
eaſier allayed than thoſe of the Rich. 

I find it a very hard Thing, ſays Mon- 
taigne, to undergo Misfortunes ; but to be 
content with a competent Meaſure of For- 
tune, 
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tune and to avoid Greatneſs, I think a very 
12 Matter. 


Solon being aſked by Craſus, W ko in che 


whole World was happier than he? he an- 


ſwcred, Tellus, who, tho' he was poor, was 
a good Man, and content with what he had, 


| 25 died in a good Old-age. | 


Nothing could be more unhappy, faid 
Demetrius, than a Man- who had never 
known Affliction. 

The Beſt need Afﬀlitions for Trial of 
their Virtue: How can we excrcile the Grace 
of Contentment if all Things ſucceed well? 
Or that of Forgivenels, if we have no Ene- 
mies? 5 

A good Conſcience is to the Soul what 
Health i. 40 the Body; it preſerves a con- 


ſtant Eaſe and Serenity within us, and more 
than countervails all the Calamities and. 


Alllictions which can poſſibly befal us. 
Addiſon. 

The greateſt Misfortune of all is not to 
be able to bear Misfortune. Bias. 

If we would begin at the right End, and 
look with as much Compaſhon on the Ad- 
verſities of ſome, as we do with Envy at the 
Profperities of others, every Man would 


ind Cauſe to fit down contentedly with his 


own Burden, 
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He that needs 7ea/t, ſaid Socrates, is mol 
like the Gods, who necd nothing, _ 

When Alexander ſaw Diogenes fitting in 
the warm Sun, and aſked what he ſhould 
do for him? He defired no more, than 
that he would ſtand out of his Sunſhine, 
and not take from him what he could no: 
give. 

A Man cannot be unhappy under the 
moſt depreſſed Circumſtances, if he ulc 
his Reaſon, not his Opinion: And the 
moſt exalted Fortunes are (if Reaſon be 
not conſulted) the Subject of a wife Maus 
Pity. 

The moſt excellent of moral Virtues 13 

to have a low Eſteem of ourſelves ; which 
has this particular Advantage, that it attracts 
not the Envy of others. 
A quiet and contented Mind is the ſu- 
preme Good, the utmoſt Felicity Man 1s ca- 
pable of in this World; and the maintam- 
ing ſuch an uninterrupted Tranquility 1 
Spirit is the very Crown and Glory ol 
Wiſdom. 

This is the Foundation of Contentmeni 
in all Conditions, and of Patience under 
Sufferings; that Death, which is not fer 
off, when it removes us out of this World 
will take us from all the Sufferings of it. 


Dean Sherlock, 
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II. ſhould chuſea Friend endned with 
| W Virtue, as. a Thing in itſelf lovely 
and defirable ; which a; in a ſwect and 
bliging Temper of Mind, and a lively Rea- 
dineſs in doing good Othces, Plutarch. 
It was ever my Opinion, Jays Horace, 
a chcarſul good-natured F tiend is o 
Eercat a Bleſſing, that it admits of no Com- 
| paiiſon. but itlelf. 
Ciceyo uſed to ſay, that it was no. leſs an 
eil for Man to be without a Friend, ' than 
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True Friends are the whole World to one 
another; and he that is a Friend to himſelf, 
ih allo a Friend to Mankind. There is no 
Reliſh. in the Poſſeſſion of any Thing, with - 
but a Partner. Seucca. 
luis no, Elattery to give a Friend a due 
i. Character; for Commendation. is as much 

N 1 2 che 


io have the Heavens without a Sun. Aud 1 

- Þ ©1245 thought Friendſhip the ſweeteſt Pol- 1 
„on, and that no Piece of Ground yield- "vt 
Led move or pleaſanter Fruit, than a true [oh 
iend. 3 lt 
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the Duty 
Plutarch. 

Only good and wile Men can be Friends; 
others are but Companions. 

It is a ſtrange Thing to behold what grof: 
Errors, and extreme Abſurdities, many (. 
pecially of the greater Sort) do commit, tor 
want of a Friend to tell them of them, to 


of a Friend, as Reprehenlion. 


the great Damage both of their Fame and 


Fortune. Lord Bacon. 

More Hearts pine away in ſecret Anguiſh, 
for Unkindneſs from thoſe who ſhould be 
their Comforters, than for any other Cala- 
mity in Life. Dr. Young. 

Worthy Minds deny themſelves many 
Advantages, to ſatisfy a generous Benevo- 
lence, which they bear to their Friends in 
Diltreſs. Spedator. 

The Kindneſſes of a Friend lie deep; 
and whether preſent, or abſent, as Occaſion 
jerves, he is ſollicitous about our Concerns, 
Hutarch. 

A Friendſhip with a generous Stranger 1: 
commonly more ſteady than with the earl 
Relation. 


If the Minds be conſonant, the belt | 


Friendſhip is between different Fortunes, 
The greater a Man is, the more Need ht 
bath of a Friend, and the more Difficulty 


there 1s of finding and Knowing him. 
Liberal! 
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Liberality is the beſt Way to gain Affec- 
tion; for we are aſſuted of the Friendſhip, 
o whom. we are obliged. St. Euremond. 

A Forwardnels to oblige is a great Grace 
upon a Kindnels, and doubles the intrinſic 
Worth: In theſe Caſes, that which is done 
with Pleaſure, is always received ſo. 

There is no Pre-eminence among true 
Friends; for Whether they are equally ac- 
compliſhed, or not, they are equally affected 

| to one another. Plutarch. 1:1 
Anger among Friends is unnatural; and 1H 
therefore, when it happens, is more torment- ſi 
ing. Dr. Yowng. 1 

He will find himſelf in a great Miſtake, WH 
' that either ſeeks for a Friend in a Palace, or | 
tries him at a Feaſt. 'Senccn.. | 
True Friendſhip is made up of Virtne, as | | 


2 Thing lovely; of familiar Converſation, 
28 plealant; and Advantage, as neceſſary. | 
Nothing can impair perfect Friendſhip ; ; 1 
becauſe Truth is the only Boud of it. 1 
 Friend{hipumproves Happineſs, and abates 
i Miſery, by the doubling of our Joy, and di- 
"ding of our! Grief. ; Cicero. 
| An. eſtranged Friend is apt to overflow | 
| with Tenderneſs and Remorſe, When a: Per- 1 
| {on that was one eſteemed by him, undergoes "th 
any Misfortune, eee | {Al 
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To part with a tried Friend without ver, 
great Provocation, is unreaſonable Levity: 
Nothing but plain Malevolence can juſlil 
Diſunion; Malevolence ſhewn either in 
ſingle Outrage unretracted, or in habitua 
IIl- nature. Collier. 

There is little Friendſhip in the World, 
and leaſt of all between Fquals, which was 
wont to be magnihed : That which is, 1; 
between Superior and Inferior, whole For- 
tunes may comprehend one the other. Id. 


| Bacon, 


A. gentle Acceptance of Courteſies is as 
material to maintain Friendſhip, as bounii— 
ſul Preſents. 

Many begin Friendſhips, and cancel them 
on {light Occaſions ; and great Enmity often 
ſucceeds to a tender Affection. 

If you have not the Indulgence to ane 
your Friends, nor they the ſame to pardon 
you, your Friendſhip will laſt no longer than 
it can ſerve both your Intereſts. 

Late ere I love, ſaid Auguſtus ; as long 
'ere 1 leave. 

The beſt Friendſhip is to prevent a Re- 
quelt, and, never put a Man to the Confu- 
ſion of aſking. To aſk is a Word that lies 
heavily on the Tongue, and cannot well be 
uttered but with a dejeted Countenance, 


We ihould therefore ſtrive to meet *. 
Frien 
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Friend in his Wiſhes, if we cannot prevent 
him. 

A Man may have a thouſaud intimate 
Acquaintance, and not a Fnend among 
them all. If you have one Friend, think 
yourſelf happy. 

It is a certain Principle, that Friendſhip 
cannot long ſubſiſt between many Perſons. 
St. Evremond. 


Proſperity is no juſt Scale: Adverſity is 


the only Balance to weigh Friends. Nutarch. 
A great Advantage of Friendſhip is the 
Opportunity of receiving good Advice: Tis 


dangerous relying always upon our own. 


Opinion. Miſerable is his Caſe, who, when 

he needs, hath none to admoniſh him. 
hen once you proſeſs yourſelf a Friend, 

endeavour to be always ſuch : He can never 


have any true Friends, that will be often 


changing them. | 

Tho' we ought not to love our Friends 
only for the Good they do us ; yet 'tis plain 
they love not us, if they do not aſſiſt us 
when 'tis in their Power. 

To owe an Obligation to a worthy Friend 
is a Happineſs, and can be no Diſparage- 
ment. Charron. | 

Gratitude preſeryes old Friendſhip, and 
procures new, 
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Being ſometimes aſunder heightens Friend 
ſhip. The great Cauſe of the frequent 
Quarrels between Relations is their being {0 
much together. 

An Euemy that diſguiſes himſelf under 
the Veil of Friendflip, is worle than he whe 
declares open Hoſtility. 

Falſe is their Conccit, who ſav, The Way 
to have a Friend is, not to make. Ule of him: 
Nothing can give greater Aſſurance, that 
two men are Friends, than. when: Experience 
makes them mutually acknowledge it. 

As he that : hath but a Jew Books, and 
thole good, may receive more Improve— 


ment from them, than another who hath a 
great Number of indifferent ones; ſo it is in 


the Choice of our Friends; no Matter how 
ſerv, ſo they be diſcrcet. and virtuous. 
Wealth without Friends: is like Liſe with- 
out Health: The one an uncomfortable 
Fortune; the other a-miſerable Being. 

Friendſhip can: never ſuffer ſo much by 
any other Kind of Wrong, as by that of a 
cauſeleſs Suſpicion. 

Nothing is more grievous than the Lols 
of his Friendſhip, whom we have greatly 
eſteemed, and leaſt feared would fail us. 
Speflator. 

A Friendſhip of Intereſt laſts -no longer 


than the Intereſt continues ; whereas true 
. 
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Aflection is of the Nat ire of a Diamond, 


it is laſting, and it is haid to break. 

Without Friends the World is but a 
Wilderneſs. Lord Bacon. 

A Man may eafily ſecure himſelf from 
open aud profeſſed Enemics; but, from 
ſuch as under a Pretence of Amity deſign 
him Injury, there is no Sz anctuary. Who 
would imagine, that a pleaſing Counte— 
nance could harbour Villainy; orthat a Smile 
could ſit upon the Face of Miſchief ? 


Wholoever would reclaim his Friend, and 


bring him to a true and perfect Underſtand- 
ing of himſelf, may privately admoniſh, but 
never publicly reprehend him. An open 
Admonition is an open Diſgrace. 

As certain Rivers are never ſo uſeful as 
when they overflow; ſo hath Friendſhip 
nothing more excellent in it than Exceſs ; 
and doth rather offend i in her Moderation, 
than in her Violence. 

A faithful Friend is the Medicine of Life, 
and his Excellency 1s invaluable. 


Friendſhip has a noble Effect upon all 


Accidents and Conditions: It relieves our 


Cares, raiſes our. Hopes, and abates our 
Fears. A Friend, who relates his Succels, 
talks himſelf into a new Pleaſure; and, by 
opening his Misfortunes, leaves Part of 
them behind him, 
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Proſperity gains Friends, and Adverſiy 
tries them. 

When a Friend aſketh, there is no To- 
morrow. | . 

All Men have their Frailties: Whoever 
looks for a Friend without Imperfections, will 
never find what he ſecks: We love ovur- 
{elves with all our Faults, and we ought to 
love our Friend in like Manucr. | 

Charity is Friendſhip in common, and 
Friendſhip is Charity 2e. 

It is with ſincere Affection or Friendſhi;,, 


hath ſeen. Rocheſoucault. 

Friends muſt be preſerved with good 
Deeds, and Enemies reconciled with . fazr 
Words. 


and trio Friend, has certainly a 8 to 
make VW ay ſor a treacherous Enemy. 

Heis happy, that finds a true Friend in 
 Extremity ; but he is much more fo, who 
findeth not Extremity whereby to try his 
Friend. Ariſtotle... 

No Man can lay himſelf under an Obli— 
gation to do an ill Thing. Pericles, when: 
one of his Friends importuned his Service 1: 
an unjuſt Matter, excuſed himſelf, ſaying, 
Jam a Friend as far as the Altar. 


* 


Ld 


as with Ghoſis and Apparitions ; a Thins 
that every body talks of, and ſearce any 


Whoever moves you to part with a true 
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Tt was a good Speech of Diogenes. We 
have Need of Eh ful Friends: or ſevere 
Lnemies. 

Friendſhip is the moſt facred of all moral 
Bonds. 'Fruſts of Confidence, tho' without 
any expreſs Stipulation or Caution, are yet, 
in the very Nature of them, as, facred as if 
they were guarded with a thouſand Articles 
or Conditions. Sir R. I. Eſtrange. 

A true and faithful Friend is a living 
Freaſure; a Comfort in Solitude, and a 


Functuary in Diſtrels. 


Some Caſes are ſo nice, that a Man can- 
not appear in them himſelf, but muſt leave 
the folicuing wholly to his Friend. For the 
Purpoſe : A Man cannot recommend him- 
lelf without Vanity, nor aſk many Times 
without Uneaſineſs; But a kind Proxy will 


do Juſtice to his Merits, and reheve his 


Modeſty, and effect his Buſinels, without 
Trouble or Bluſhing. Collier. 

A Friend cannot be known in Proſperity, 
and an Enemy cannot be hidden in Adver- 
ſity. 

That Friendſhip which conſiſts only in 
the Reciprocation of civil Offices, is but a 
kind of Traffic, and it abides no longer 


? than whilſt ſuch M: n can be uſeful to one 
auother. It is a Negoclation, not a Friend- 


dad. that has an Eye to W 


An 
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An Enemy may receive Hurt by our Ha- 
tred ; but a Friend will ſuffer a greater In- 
Jury by cur Diſimulation. St. Evremond. 

Some Enemies, as well as Friends, ae 
neceſſary ; they make us more circumſpcd, 
more diligent, wiſer, and better, 

One Friend is not bound to bear a Part 
in the Follics of another, but rather to 
diſſuade him from them; and, if he cannot 
prevail, to tell him plainly, as Phocton did 
Antiþater, J cannot be both your Friend and 
Flatterer. Nutarch. 

Hearts may agree, the Heads differ. 

Miſery, without a Friend to bear a Par, 
is very afflicting; and Happineſs, without 


Communication, 1s tedious ; and, as Jana 


has obſerved, ſometimes inclines us to 
make a voluntary Choice of ery, for 
Novelty. 
| There is requiſite to Friendſhip more 
Goodneſs and Virtue, than Dexterity of 
Wit, or Height of Underſtanding ; it be. 
ing enough, chat Men have ſufficient P- 
dence to be as good. as they ſhould be, 
in order to the completing a virtuous 
Friendſhip. | 

Next to the acquiring good Friends, th: 
deſt Purchaſe is uſeful Books. 

It is better to be Judge, ſaid Bias, between 


Strangers, than betwcen Intimates ; for by 
1 


4 ; will 
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che prſt one is fare to gain a Friend, and by 
che other an Enemy. . ' 
It is difficult to act the Part of a true 
Friend; for many 'I'1mes, by telling him ol 
_ Failings, we loſe his Affection; and, if 
e are filent, we betray our own Confidence. 
$ bat we cannot loſe a Friend in à more ho— 
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) WW vourable Way, than in ſecking by Good- 11 
bill to preſerve him. hh 
d vill be very fit for all that have cn- 11 
d tered into any ſtrict Friendſhip, to make this 1 
| «© ſpecial Article in the Agreement, that vi! 
E they ſhall mutually admonith and Teprove wt 
„ch other. Duty of Man. 44 
uy Vhatever is excellent, hath moſt of Uni- 1 
4 iy: And as a River, divided into ſeveral Il 
WE 5:rcams, is more weak; ſo Friendſhip, ſhared 1 
or 1 one ongſt many, is ala ys languid and im- il 
ent. Wn 
Irs As it is Virtue which ſhould determine us 4 
I: the Choice of our Friends; fo it is that 1 
be: lone which we fhould always regard in bit 
u- em; without inquiring into their good or i 


be, Jil Fortune. Bruyere. 

ou WW It a Man be entertaining in his Diſcourſe, 
5 obliging in his Actions; all that 

the | riendſhip prelends to, is done eflectually. 
5 UNUFTON. 

een A tne Friend unboſoms freelv, adviſes 

by ily, aſliſts really, adventures boldly, 

the x 1 | takes 
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takes all patiently, defends courageoully ; 
and continues a F riend unchangeably. 


O; Comrany, CONVERSATION, and 
DEPORTMENT. 


OTHING more engages the Aﬀec- 
tions of Men, than an handſome Ad- 
dreſs, and graceful Converſation. Speflntor. 

It is to the Virtne and Errors of our 
Converſation and ordinary Deportment, that 
we owe both our Eneinies and our Friends, 
our good or bad Character abroad, our do- 
meſtic Peace and Troubles, and, in an high 
Degree, the Improvement and Depravation 
of our Minds. 

When you come into any Company, ob- 
ſerve their Humours ; ſuit vour own Car- 
riage thereto, by which Inſinuation you will 
make their Converſe more free and Open. 
Let your Diſcourſe be more in Queries and 
Doubtings, than peremptory Allertions or 
Diſputings. Sir Jaac Newton, 

A Man without Complailance ought to 
have a great Deal of Merit, in the room 


ol it. 
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Our Converſation ſhould be ſuch, that 


Youth may therein find Improvement, Wo. 
men Modeſty, the Aged Reſpet, and all 
Men Cavility. | 

Talkativenels is uſual ly called a feminine 
Vice; but 'tis poſſible to go into maſculin: 
Company, where it will be as hard to wedge 
in a Word as at a female Golliping.“ 

He whole honeſt Freedom makes it his 
T:rtue to ſpeak what he thinks, makes it lus 
Neceſſity to think what is good. 

He that is peremptory in his own Story, 
may meet with another that is peremptory 
in the Contradiction of 1t, and then the two 
Sir poſitives muſt have a Skirmiſh. 

Victory ever inclines to him that contends 
the leaſt. | 

Leſs Pains a Man cannot take, than to 
hold his Tongue. Hear much and ſpeak 
little ; for the Tongue is the Inſtrument of 
the greateſt Good, and greateſt Evil, that 
is done in the World. Sir W alter Ra- 
leah, 

Tf any Man offend thee with too much 
impertinent Talk, do not give him the 
Hearing, and that will be Rey enge e- 
nough. 

Delight not thyſelf with Lampoons, Sa- 
tires, and Jeſts ; for, whatever Pleaſure they 
procure at firſt, the Reflection that follows, 
is rarely fayourable to the Author, 

I 2 Raillery 
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Ratllery muſt be fine and delicate, ang 
ſuch as rather ſerves to heighten Con- 
verlation, than offend the Perlons wluch 
compole the Allembly. 

Vile arid debauched Expreſſions are op Z 
fie Marks of an abject and groveling . 
„Ind, and the filthy Overflowings ot a v1. 
cious Heart. Speetatore | 

'Uhe Hatred of the Vicious will do vu 


leſs Ham than their Converſation. = | 


10 inlorm, or to be informed, ought © 
te the End of all Conferences. Men arc too 
apt to be concerned for their Credit, more 
than ſor the Cauſe. 

Some ſay that Hurt never comes by 8. 
lence: But they may as well ſay, that Good 
never comes by Speech; for, where it b 
good to peak, it is ill to be ſilent. 

Relolve to ſpeak, and act well in Com: 
pany, in ſpite "of thoſe who do ill; whole 
Vice, fet againſt thy Virtue, will Sender I 
the more conſpicuous and excellent. 

A quaint and ſolicitous Way of fi cabing 
is the Sign of a weak Mind. | 

8 which is the Riſe of Conver 
lation, mull be reciprocal, or it cannot be 
agrebable. 

\Ve ſhould always accommodate ourlicive 
to the Capacity of thoſe with whom we col 


verſe, Ihe Diſcourſe of lome Men 18 as 
the 
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the Stars, which give little. Light, becauſe 
they are ſo high. 

It is a great Maſter-piece to ſpeak well 
without allecting Knowledge. 

Nothing requires more Judgment than 
to rally inoffenſively, and to make this in 
nocent War agrecable and pleafant. 

He that 1s truly polite, knows how to 
contradict with Reſpect, and to pleaſe with: 
out Adulation ; and 1s equally remote from 
an inſipid Complailance, and a low Fami- 
liaritv. 

It is a ſure Method of bil in Con- 
verſation, to ſhew a Pleaſure in giving At- 
tention, 

In Diſcourſe it is good to hear others 
firſt; for Silence hath the ſame Effect as 
Authority, 

Better ſay nothing, than not to the Por- 
poſe; and, to ſpeak pertinently, conſider 
both what is fit, and waen it is fit to ſpea!. 

Rhethoric in ſerious Diſcourſes is like th. 
Flowers in Corn; pleaſing to thoſe wh 


come only for Amuſement ; but prejudicia 


to him who wouid reap Profit from it. 
Dean Swift. 

As Men of Seuſe ſay a great deal in fer; 
Words; fo the half- ee have a Talent 


of talking much, and yet ſay nothing. 
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It you think twice before you ſpeak once, 
you will {peak twice the better for it. 

Contrive as much as you can belore-hand 
of what to diſcourſe; and lay your Sceur, 
which afterwards vou may manage as von 
pleaſe, 

One Reaſon why we tec fo ferv agreeable 


in Converlation, is, that alnoſt ev cry body, 


is more intent upon what he himſelf hath a 
Mind to ſay, than upon making pertinent 
Replies to what the reſt of the Compauy 
fav to him. Rodhefoucault. 

He that talks al{ he knows, will talk „% 
than he knows, Great Talkers diſcharge 
too thick to take always true Aim. 

To one vou find full of queſhons, it is 
belt to make no Anfwer at all, 

\Ve ſometimes ſhall meet with a ſrothy 
Vit, who will rather lole his beſt Friend, 
than his worſt Teſt. | 

Modeſty in your Diſcouiſe 11 give 4 
Luallre to Truth, aud an Excuſe to your 
ILrror. 


Your Wit may make clear Things 


doubtful; but it is your Prudence to make 
 douh:tul T hings clear. 

It your Opinion be bie do not 
ohilinately maintain a bad Caule: He that 
argues againit Truth, takes Pains to be 
Overcome. 


We 
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We are not fo much to regard who {peaks, 
as what is fpoken. 

In Table-talk, ſays Aſontargne, I prefer 
the pleaſant and witty, before the learned 
and the grave. | 

Some Men are ſilent for Want of Matter, 


or Aſſurance; and {ome again are talkative 


for Want of Senfe. 
It is a Sign of great 8 to be wil- 


ling to receive Iuſtruction: The moſt intel- 


ligent Perſon ſometimes flands in need of it. 

To ſpeak in Super latives falls lo much 
hort, of Truth, as it goes beyond it. 

A Reproof has more Ellect when it comes 
by a Side-wind, than if it were levelled di- 
rectly at the Perſon. 

There are bray ing Men in the World, as 


E ivcll as braving Aſſes ; - for what's loud and 
ieniclets Talking, Huftng, and Swearing :- 


any other than a more fallionable Way of 
Bra ng ? Sir R. L'Eftranze. 

Too much Alleveration gives Ground of 
Suſpicion, Truth and Honeſty have no 
Need of loud Proteſtations. 

The Tongue is as a wild Beaſt, very dif- 
cult to be FEE again, a oncc let 
doofe. 

It was good 1 given to one, not ſo 

much as to laugh in Compliance with him, 

that 
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that derides another ; for you will be hated 
by him he derides. 

We muſ! ſpeak well, and act well. Brave 
Actions are the Subſtance of Life, and good 
Savings the Ornament of it. 

He can never [peak well, that can "_ er 
hold his Torgae. It is one Thing to ea 
much, and another to ſpeak pertinently, 
Much Tongue and much Judgment fe wid 
g together ; for Talking and I hinking are 
two quite different Faculties; and 5 
commonly more Depth, where there's left 
Nolle. ; 

Some Pcople ite, and others zalk Hien— 
ſelves out of their Reputation, 

Converſation is generally confined on in- 
different, low, or perhaps vicious Subjects ; 
and all that 1s ſerious or good, 15 almoſt ba- 


niſhed the World. Some are ſo black in 


the Mouth, as to utter nothing that is de- 


cent; {ſupplying Want of Wit with Want 


of Modeſty, and Want of Reputation with. 


Want of Shame. 
Buffoonry and Scurrillity are the Corrup- 


tion of Wit, as Knavery 1 is of Wiſdom. 

A jeſt. told i in a grave Manner, has the 
better Effect; but you extinguiſh the Ap- 
petite of Laughter in others, if you prevent 
them by your own. 

The 
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The Spleen does ſometimes great Service 
in Company; it makes lil-nature paſs for 
ill Health, Dulneſs for Gravity, and Igno- 
rance for Reſervedueſs. 
He that can reply calmly to an angry 
Man, is too hard for him. 
It is not grateful or diſcreet to dwell too 


long upon a Subject, the Brain being like a 


Field, (tho' ever fo rich) if you overharrow 
it, you {hall be ſure to turn up barren cround 
at faſt. 

A Man ſecluded from Company, can 
have but the Devil and himſelf to tempt 
him; but he that converſes much in the 
\World, has almoſt as many Snares as he has 
Companions, 

Good Offices are the Cement of Society. 

I would never forgive that Man (lays a 
certain Writer) who will remember what 
was ſaid over the Glaſs. 

Caſual Omiſſious, and little Sallies of 
Heat or Liberty ſhould go for nothing. 

A Gentleman ſhould talk like a Gentle- 
man; which is like a wiſe Man, 

At Table (it is a ſaying) the Company 


ſhould never excced that of the Aue, nor 


ve under the number of the Graces. 
Some, under a Fool's Cap, cxercile a 


Knave's Wit ; making a ſecming Simp licity 


the 1xcule of heir! Impudencc. 
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100 * COMPANY, CONVERSATION, 


A too great Credulity is great Simplici; 
and to believe nothing, becauie cur nay; 
Capacities cannot comprehend great 
Stupidity. 

The Life of 'Life is Society; of Soci. g. 
Freedom; of Freedom, the difcreet a 
moderate Uſe ol it | 

It is a fair Step towards Happinefs and 
Virtue, to delight in the Converſation ol 


good and wile Men; and were that cannc: 


be had, the next Point, is to keep no Com- 
pany at all. 

He who treats Men ingenuouſly, and con- 
verſes kindly with them, gains a good El- 
teem with a very eaſy Expence. 

Good-nature (ſays a polite Author) 
more agreeable in Converſation than Wit; 
and gives a certain Air to the Countenance, 
which is more amiable than Beauty. 

There is no Man but delights to be quel- 
tioned in his own Profeſſion ; when, being 
moved by others, he may ſeem” to publiſh 
his Knowledge without Oſtentation. 

It is ungenerous to give a Man Occa- 


ſion to bluſh at his own Ignorance in av 


one Thing, 
in many. | 
Superlative Commendations, beſides bring- 
ing in Queſtion the Sincerity of the Speaker, 
Cato 


who perhaps may excel us 
Pi | | 
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aud DEronTMENT. 7. 


Pien give Offence to the Hearer, and do r9 
L ( reilit to the Perſon commended. 
| To have the Re putation of a Wit is buf 
little Credit, ſince it is 8; zenerally applicd 
rather to Rarllery and Satire, than Pregnancy 
aud Beauty of Conccit. 
Inſtructions are entertained with better 
_ when they are not too perſonally 
urclied, We may with Civility glance at, 
it cannot without Rudenels and ill Man— 
ers Hare upon, the Faults and Impcrietions 
any Man. 
lcretion of Specch i 13 more than Elo- 
200; and to Incak agreen>ly to him with 
ne 68 is more Than 10 L. bas 
(xact Orde Lord Buco. 
ihe Value of Things is not in their Size, 
t Quality 3; and fo- of Reaſon, which, 
inved in few Words, hach the greater 
Feizht. 
The greateſt Wiſdom of Speech is to 
ov vehen, and what, and where to 2 
e Time, Matter, Manner: The next to 
s Silence. 1 
Jo uſe too many Circumſtances, ere One 
nes to che Matter, is wearilome ; to uſe 
ne is blunt. Lord Bacon. ; 
Some are ſo ſlow ef "oe and ſo very 
il, that their Heads may be, compared t 
an 
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an Alembic, which gives you Drop by Drop 


1202 Of Comraxy, * 


an Extract of the Simples in it. Bel. | 
It is common with ſome Nlen to ſwear, 
only to fill up the Vacuities of their empty 
Diſcourle. 
Common Swearing argues in a Man a 
perpetual Diftruſt of his own Reputation; 
and is an Acknowledgement, that he thinks 


his bare Word not to be worthy of Credit. c 
Archbiſhop T ulotſon. | 

That which is not fit to be practiſed, is 8 
not fit to be ſo much as mentioned. ] 

Men are pleaſed with a 7efter, but never 8 
eſteem him. A merry. Flow is the fad: 8 
Fellow in the World. Speflator. 

You will vever be thought to talk too 0 
much, when vou talk well; and always 
* too much, when vou ſpeak III. a. 

He that hath a ſatirical Vein, as he Bf 
maketh others afraid of his Wit, ſo he 1 
hag. -nced be afraid of others Mcinorv. | *i 
Lord Bacon. | At 

Asa Man ſhould not conſtrue that in 1u 
Earneſt, which 1s ſpoken in Jeſt ;*- fo he or 
ſhould not ſpeak that in Jeſt, which may be # 
conltrued i in Earneſt, 

| None, above the Character of wearing: tu 

_churliſh Man's Livery, ought to bear with i gr 
his ill Manners. Sheaator. Al 


In 


vo » & 


and Diror MENT. 103 


In Reaſoning, the beſt Way to carry the 
Caule. and which will bring the Controverſy 
to a ſpecdy Deum is by aſking 
Queſtions, aud proceeding ſtill upon the 
Adverſary's Conceſſions. 


Wards are the Pledges and Pictures of 


our Thoughts; and n e ought not to 
be obſcure "and obſolete. Lruch (2s Euript- 
des favs) loves plain Language. 

A Man may contemplate of Virtue in 
Solitude and Retirement ; but the practical 
Part conſiſts in its Participation, and the 
Society it hath withothers ; for whatſoever is 
good is the better for being communicable. 

We learn more Truth of ourlelves from 
our Encmies than our Fricnds. 

The Talent of turning Men into Ridicule, 
and expokng thoſe we converſe with, is the 
Qualification of little ungenerous I empers. 
The greateſt Blenuſhes are often found in 


the moſt ſhining Characters: But u hatt 


* 


ablurd Thing is it. to paſs over all tlie, vd? 
luable Parts of a Man, and fix our Attention 
on his Infirmities; to obſerve his Imper- 
{ions more than his. Virtues? Sheclalor. 
A little Wit, and a great. deal of Ul-na- 
ture, will furniſh a Man for Satire; but the 
greateſt Inſtance of Wit is to commend well, 
Archbiſhop 'Tlotſon. - 
N Com 
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Complaiſance renders a Superior amiable 
an Equal agreeable, and an Inferior accep- 
tub! = 


It is an excellent Rule to be obſerved in 


all Diſputes, that Men ſhould give ſoft 
Words, and hard Arguments : That they 
ſhould not fo much . to vex, as to con— 
vince an Enemy. Biſhop Wilkins. 

Contradiction ſhould. awaken our Atten- 
tion and Care, but not cur Paſſion; we 
muſt be of no Side or Intereſt but that of 
T ruth. ; 
| Where-ever the Speech i is Corrupted, fo 

18 the Mind. Seneca. 
great Talker will always ſpeak, though 
no- body minds him; nor docs he mind any- 
body, when they fpeak to him. 

eno, Of all Virtues, made his Choice f 

Silence: For by it, faid he, 1 hear other 
Men' $ Imperfections, and conceal my own, 

Nothing is more filly than an ill timed 
Laugh. Many are ſeen to laugh at thei: 
own Imperſections i in anocher. 

A Jeſt is no Argument, nor à loud 
Laughter a Demonſtration. 


A Man's Attire, and exceſſive Laughter 


ſhew what he 1s. 
Nie that in Company only ſtudies Men's 
Diverſion, ſhall be ſure at the ſame "I'tme 
to lole their Reſpect. Epidletus. i 
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| who think leaſt, 


and DErORTMENT. 103 


A common Swearer has a Brain without 


any Idea on the {wearing Side. Tatler. 
The too frequent Faſhion of Oaths and 


Imprecations has no Temptation to excuſe 
it, no Man being born of a ſwearing Conſli- 


tution. 
He that reveals a Secret, injures them to 
whom he tells it, as well as himſelf. The 


beſt Maxim, concerning Secrets, is, neith :r 


to hear, nor to divulge them. 

A gentle Reply to ſcurrilous Language is 
the moſt ſevere Revenge, 

Fhe deepeſt Waters are the moſt 2 bs 
empty Vel 7: is make the gr.ateſt Sand aud 
inkling Cymbals the worſt Muſic, 1h. 
commonly ſpeak molt, 
Tatler. 

The Heart of Fools is in their Mouth ; 
but the Tongue of the Wiſe is in their 
Hearts, 

Silence is ſometimes more Genificand and 
ſublime, than the moſt noble aud moſt ex- 
preſſive Eloquence. 

Iuſtructive Ridicule often does more than 
Reprehenſion. 

lt was a good Reproof of Ariſtolle's to 
an egregious Prater, that had perplexed him 
with many abſurd Stories, and concluded 
every one with this idle . And is 
not this a wonderful Thing! No Wonder at 
* 2 all, 


106 Of Cowraxr, ConversaTION, 


all, ſaid Arifotle, this; but, if a Man ſhould 
ſtand ſtill to hear you prate thus, that were 
a Wonder, indeed! 

A concluding Face, put upon no con- 
cluding Argument, 1s the moſt conternpti- 
ble Sort of Folly. 

Metals are known by their Wetght, and 
Men by their Talk, Material Gravity 
makes Gold precious, and morals render 
the Man fo. 

To be veſerved in fpeaking is the Seal 


of the Capacity. Graean. 
No Injury makes ſo deep an Impreſſion 


in one's Memory, as that which 1s done by 


a cutting malicious Jeſt ; for, let it be ever 
ſo good, yet it is always extreme bad, when 


it occaſions Enmity. 


It is uſual with obſtinate Perſons to re- 
gard neither Truth in contradicting, nor Be- 
nefit in diſputing. Poſitiveneſs is a certain 
Evidence of a weak Judgment. 

A well-bred Man, ſays Montaigne, is al- 
ways ſociable and complaiſant. 

Complaifance obliges while it reprehends: 
Without this the beſt Advice ſeems but a 


Reproach, Praiſe is diſagrecable, and Con- 


_— troubleſome. 
= þ hey who have the true Taſte of Con- 
verſation, enjoy themſelves in a Communt- 


cation of each other $ Excellencies, and not 
in 
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and. DrPORTM ENT. 107 


in a Triumph over their Imperſections- 
Sheftator. 


1'o0 great a Diſtruſt of one's felf produces 


a bale Fear, which, depriving our Minds of 
their Liberty and Afﬀurance, makes our 
Reaſonings weak, Gur Words trembling, 
and our AQons faint. 

The only Way io be amiable 1s to be af- 
lable. 

In Converſation, a Man of good Senſe 
will ſeem to be lefs knowing, to be more 
obliging, and chuſe to be on a Level with 
others, rather than oppreſs with the Superi- 
ority of his Genius. Taller. | 

We are apt to fall into Error, when we 
ſtudy too much to pleaſe; and the Subject 
of our Diſcourſe is oſten weakened by this 
too curious Care to give it an agreeable 


Varicty, which would be more Qrone, if 


it were more natural, We loſe what is 


| folid, in too eager Purſuit of what is 
| ornamental. 


In a Speech delivered in a public Aſſem- 


| bly, it is expected a Man ſhould uſe all his 
| Reaſons in the Cale he handleth : But in 
private Perſualions it is a great Error. 
Lord Bacon. 


Paſſionate Diſputes darken our Reaſon, 


but ſeldom ealighten our Uuderſlanding, 
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108 Of Courany, ConversaTION, 


If Incivility proceed from Pride, it de. 
{crves to be hated ; if from Brutiſhneſs, It 13 
only contemptible. Gracian. 

Exceſs of Ceremony ſhews Want of 


Breeding. That Civility is beſt, which ex- 


cludes all ſuperfluous Formality. 

A Tale out of Seaſon, is as Muſic in 
Mourning, | | 

A good Tale, ill told, is a bad one. 

He that makes himſelf the common Jeſter 
of a Company, has but juſt Wit enough io 
be a Fool. 

Sharp Jefts are blunted more by neglcd- 
Ing, than by reſponding, except they be 
ſuddenly and wituly retorted. 
| Confine your Tongue, leaſt it conſine 


Such as, having heard diſobliging Dil 
tcourſe, repeat it again to the Perſous con- 
cerned, are much miſtaken, if they think 
to oblige them by ſuch indiſcreet Com 


fidences. 


Thoſe that admoniſh their Friends, ſays 
Plutarch, ſhould obſerve this Rule, Not 10 
leave them with fharp Exprefſerms. III Lan- 
guage deſtroys the Forte of Reprehenſion, 
which ſhould be always given with Pru- 
dence and Gircumfſpection. 


Weak Men are generally moſt loquacious 
thinks 
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BY thinking to make up that in Number of 
Words. which is wanting in Werght. 

In Heat of Argument, Men are com- 
i monly like thoſe that are tied Back to Back; 
cloſe joined, and yet they cannot lee one 
another, 

Subtile Diſputations are only the Sport to 
Wits, and fitter to be contemned, than re- 
ſolved. Seneca. 

As, amongſt wife Men, he is the wiſeſt, 
that thinks be knows leaſt ; lo, amongſt 
Fools, he is the greateſt, that thinks he 


knows moſt, 
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* School of Learning and good Breeding. A 
Man ovght to make his Maſters of his 
| Friends, ſeaſoning the Pleaſure of Converſe 
with the Profit of Inſtruction. 

A good Underſtanding, with a bad Will, 
makes a very unhappy Conjundion. That's 
an unlucky Wu which is employed to do 
Evil. The Spaniſh Proverb ſays, Knowledge 
wilt become Folly, if good Senfe do not 
take Care of it. 

There is a Time when nothing, a Time 
when ſomething, but no Time _ all 
Things are to be ſpoken. | 

It is beſt Mouming alone, and beſt Re- 


Joicing in Com pany. 


Familiar Converſation. ought to be the 


It 
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It is obſcrved of the public and private 
Life, that a Man lives in one Caſe to lis 
Country, in the other to himſelf. The one 
is a Life of Thought, the other of Aion; 
and both are prettily defined by an oʃd 
Philoſopher : It is pleaſant, faid Tſoerates, 
to be alone; and it is as pleaſant to be 
talking of it in good Company ; which 
compriſes the er of both Conditions 
in one. 

The Speech of the ancient Seen was 
uſually ſhort, and very fignificant ; as when 


Plili) Ring of Macedonia ſent a threatenir: g 


Letter, that, if he entered into Laconia, he 
would prerthiow them ; they wrote back 
to him only this Word, I 

The true art of Comvertiden ſeems to be 
this: An agreeable Freedom and Openneſs, 
with a Reſervedneſs as little appearing. as is 
pollble. Archbiſhop Tzllotſon. 

This Rule ſhould be obſerved in all Con- 
verſation, That Men ſhould not talk to fea/c 
themſelves, but thoſe that hear them, This 
would make them confider, Whether what 
they ſpeak be worth hearing ? Whether there 
be cither Wit or Senſe in * they are about 
to lay ? And, whether it be adapted to the 
Time when, the Place where, and the Per- 
Lon to whom it is fpoken ? Tatler. 


Death 
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Of the GENEROVS Mix, 111 


Death and Life are in the Power of the 
Tongue. | 


Let your Subject (fays Epifletus) be 
ſomething of Neccflity and Uſe; ſomething. 


that may advance the Love and Practice of 
Vitue, reform the Paſhons, or inſtruct the 
Underſtanding; fuch as may adminiſter 
Advice to Men in Difficulties, comfort them 
under Afflictions, aſſiſt them in the Search 
of the Truth, give them a reverent Senſe 
of Gon, and an avwfal Admiration of his 
divine Excellencies. 


Of the GENERNOVSs Mine. 


AN of the nobleſt Diſpoſitions think 
themſelves happieſt, when others 


ſhare with them in their Happineſs. Biſhop 


Taylor. 

Good - nature is the very Air of a good 
Mind, the Sign of a large and generous 
Soul, and the peculiar Soil in which Virtue 
proſpers. | 

It is according to Nature to be merciful : 
lor no Man, that hath not diveſted 3 
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112 Of the Generovs Mit. 


of Humanity, can be haid-hearted to other 
without feeling a Pain in himſelf. 
Emulation is a noble Paſſion, as it ſtrives 
to excel by raiſing itſelf, and not by depreſs- 
ing another. 
There is far more Satisſaction in doing, 


than receiving Good. To relicve the O;.- 


preſſed is the moſt glorious Act a Man is 
capable of; it is, in fome Meaſure, doing 
the Buſineſs of Gor and Providence : : ard 


is attended with a heavenly Pleaſure, un- 


known but to thoſe that are benclicent aun 
liberal. Sedntor, | | 

Tuc Gicati: Cs of Mind is to Le imeln- 
tained. only by Chriſtian Principles, 

It is not in the Power of a good Man 00 
refuſe making another happy, where he has 
bo h Ability and Opportunity. Sbeclator. 
He that is ſenſible of no Evi but what he 
feels, has a hard Heart; and he that can 
{pare no Kindneſs from himſelf, has a nar- 
10 Soul, 

Alþhonſus, King of Sicily, being aſked, 
Whit he would reſerve for himſelf, who 
gave ſo much away ? Even thole Things 
(ſaid he) that I give; for the reſt I cſicem 
as nothing. 

Goodneſs is generous and diffuſive; it is 
largeneſs of Mind, and Sweetnels of Tem— 


per; modeſt and kncere, inoffenſive aud 


obliging: 
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obliging: Where this Quality is predom'- 
nant, there is a noble Forwardnefs for puh— 
lic Benefit; an Ardor to rehicve the Wants, 
to remove the Oppreſſions, and better the 
Condition of all Mankind. Col. 

Liberality and Thankfulneſs are the Bonds 
of Concord. Cicero. 


No Character is more glorious, none 


more attractive of univerſal Admiiation and 
Reſpet, than that of helping thoſe who 


| arc in no Condition of helping themſelves, 
Car ron. | 


Czfar uſed to ſay, That no Muſic was 


| ſo charming in his Ears, as the Requeſts of 
bis Friends, and the Supplications of thole 
in Want of his Afhflance, | 


By Compaſlion we make others. Miſery 


| curown ; and ſo, by relieving them, we at 
| tie fame Tune relieve ourſelves alſo. Sir 


1. Brown. 4 | 
Tis better to be of the Number of thoſe 


| who need Relief, than of thoſe who want 
| Hearts to give it. Genlleman's Calling. 


Some u ho are reduced to the laſt Extre- 


mities, would rather periſh, than expoſe 
| their Condition to any, ſave the Great and 
| .Noble-minded. They eſteem ſuch to be wile 
Men, generous, and conſiderate of the Ac- 
| cidents, which commonly befal us, They 
$ think, to thoſe they may freely unbolom 


thems 
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themſelves, and tell their Wants, without 
the. Hazard of a Reproach, which wound; 
more deeply than a ſhort Denial. Tur- 
kyſh Spy. 

It was well ſaid of him, that called a good 
Office, that was done harſhly, A tony Pit 
of Bread: It is neceſſary for bim that is 
hungry to receive it; but it almoſt chokes 
him in che going down. Seneca. 


Augilſtus received all Suitors with ſuch 


great Humanity, that he pleaſantly rebuked 
one of them, becauſe in giving him his Pe- 
tition (he ſaid) he did it ſo timouroully, 
as if he had been reaching Meat to an 
Elephant. 

That which is given with Pride and 
Oſtentation, is rather an Ambition than 4 
Bounty, Let a Benefit be ever ſo con ſider- 
able, the Manner of conferring it is yet the 
nobleſt Part. | 

No Object is more pleaſing to the Eye, 
than the Sight of a Man whom you hue 
obliged; nor any Muſfic fo agreeable to the 
Ear, as the Voice of one that owns you for 
his Benefactor. Spefator. 4 

The Qualifications which render Men 
worthy of Favours, ate the fame Whic! 
make them deſirous to acknowledge them. 
There may be as much - Generofity ſhewed 
in the handſome Ackuowledgement of a 


9 
41.4 — 


all 
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which deſerves ſuch Acknowledgment. 
E It is a good Rule for every one who has 
E : Competency of Fortune, to lay afide a cer- 
din Proportion of his Income, for pions and 
0 charitable Uſes; he will then always give 
18 7 cahly and chearfully. Shectator. 
s WH Þilloy reports of Tiths, the Son of F 
a, that he never ſuffered a Man to de- 
h ith Diſcontent ont of his Preſence. 
Rl q [> Part of a charitable Man's Epitaph, 
- 12; / poſſe [ſed is ig, 19, others; what I gave 
V, | G7, YEONLATNS with me. 
n WF {iningoras, who bad a large Eſtate, gave 
| the greateſt Part of it to his Friends:; and, 
4 being blamed for his Careleſſneſs, anſweted. 


i lis cnough for 30% to care. One aſking 
-- 15 Why he had no Regard for his Coun- 
le Ne 1 have, ſaid he; and pointed towards 
3 1 When he returned home, aſter 
e, karl, and ſaw his former Poſſeſſions, he 
e id, lad I not loſt theſe, I ſhould have 
be en loft myſell. And, at the Time he was 
r bins nis Friends aſking, Where he would 


be buricd ? No Matter, ſaid he; there is 

n ben Cut into the other World oy 

nber 

: ark Anthony, when depreſſed, and at an' 
Ebb of Fortune, cried out, That he had loft 

all, except what he had given away. 


Dor Alþhonſo, —_ of 9 by alight- 
1 


Kindneſs, as there is in conferring of that 


—— . 
Sad 5 — 
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ing from his Horſe to relieve a Countryman 


that was in Danger, gained the City of 
Gaeta in a few Hours, by making his fir 
Entry at their Hearts, which the Battery of 


bis Guns could not have done in many 


—_ | | 
Cyrus, the firfl Emperor of Perſia, obtain- 
ed a Victory over the Aſſprians; and, aſter 
the Battle, was ſo ſenſibly touched with ſee- 
ing the Field covered with dead Bodies, that 
He ordered the {ame Care to be taken of the 
wounded Aſjprians, as of his own Soldiers, 
ſaying, They are Men as well as we, and 
are no longer Enemies, when once they are 
vanquiſhed. 

Rutilius was told in his Exile, that ſor his 
Comfort there would be, ere long, a Civil 
War, which would bring all the baniſhed 
Men home again. God forbid! ſaid he: 
For I had rather my Country ſhould þluſh 
for my Banſhment, than mourn for my 
Return, 8 „ 

Caius, a Nobleman of Rome, who was 
thrice Conſul ; when he had beaten Pyryhus, 
King of Ebirus, and drove him out of Jah, 
he divided the Land, diſtributing to every 
Man four Acres, and reſerved no mo ie lor 
Himſelf, ſaying, That none ought to be 2 
General, who could not be content with a 
common Soldier's Share; and that he had 
rather rule over rich Men, than be rich 
kimſelf. 1 Sejojtris 
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$:/tris, King of Egypt, having his Cha- 


riot drawn by four Kings, who were his 
Cablives, one of them had his Eye continually 
on the Chariot Wheel: Whereupon Seſo/trts 
aſked, What he meant by it? He anſwered. 
As often as I bchold the Turning of the 
Wheel, (in which that Part which is now 
loweſt, is preſently higheſt, and the higheſt 
preſently loweſt) it puts me in Mind of our 
Fortune: Whereat Seſoſtris being moved, 
gave them their Liberty. 

The Words of Lewis XII. of France ſhew- 


ed a great and noble Mind; who, being ad- 


viſed to puniſh thoſe that had wronged him 
before he was King, anſwered, It is not be- 
coming a King of France to avenge Injuries 
done to a Duke of Orleans, 5 
He that is noble-minded, has the ſame 
Concern for his own Fortune, that every 
wiſe Man ought to have, and the ſame 
Regard for his Friend, that every good Man 
really has: His eaſy graceful Manner of 
obliging carries as many Charms as the 
Obligation itſelf: His Favours are not ex- 
torted from him by Importunity ; are not 
the late Rewards of long Attendance and 
Expectation; but flow from a free Hand, 
and open Heart. | | 
A Man advanced to Greatneſs, who 
makes others find their Fortune in his, joins 
I. 2 o 
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a great Meritto a great Happineſs. St, E 
,.. 

There is no Character more deſervedly 
eſizemed, than that of a Country Gentleman. 
who underſtands the Station in which Hea— 
ven and Nature have placed him. He is a 
Father to his Tenants, a Patron tohis Neigh- 
bours, and is more fuperiorto thoſe of lower 
Fortune, by his Benevolence, than his Pol- 
leſſions. He juſtly - divides his Lime be— 
tween Solitude and Company ; lo as to ule 


the one for the other: His Lite is employed 


in the good Offices of an Advocate, a 
Referee, a Companion, a Mediator, and a 
Friend. Spettator. 

It was a Saying of Pliny, that he med 
him the beſt good Man, that forgave others, 
as if he were every Day faulty himſelf; and 
who abſtained from 8 as if he pardon- 
td no body. N | 

Goodneſs of Nature is of all Virtues and 
Dignities of the Mind the greateſt, being 
the Character of the Deity ; and without 
it Man is a buly, miſchievous, wretched 
Thing. no better than a Kind of Vermin. 
Lord Bacon. 
We read a pretty Paſſage of a certain 
Cardinal, who by the Multitude of his 
generous Actions, gave Occaſion for the 


World to call him, The Patron of the _ 
11S 
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This Eccleſiaſtic Prince had a conſtant Cul- 


tom, once or twice a Week, to give public 


Audience to all indigent People, in the Hall 


of his Palace, and to relieve every one ac- 
cording to their various Neceſſities, or the 
Motions of his own Bounty, One Day a 
poor Widow, encouraged with the Fame of 


| his Generoſity, came into the Hall of this 
Cardinal, with her only Daughter, a beautiful 
| Maid, about fifteen Years of Age. When 

| her Turn came to be heard, among a Croud 
| of Petitioners; the Cardinal diſcerning the 


Marks of an extraordinary Modeſty in her 


race and Carriage, as alſo in her Daughter, 
he encouraged her to tell her Wants freely. 
She, bluſhing, and not without Tears, thus 
| addrefled herſelf to him: My Ford, I owe 
| for the Rent of my Houſe five Crowns ; and 
ach is my Misfortune, that I have_ no other 
Means to pay it, fave what would break my 


Heart, ſince my Landlord threatens to force 


| nie to it; that is, to praſtitute this my only 
| Daughter, whom I have hitherto with great 
Care educated in Virtue, What I beg of 
your Eminence, is, That you would pleaſe to 
| interpeſe your Authority, and protect us from 
| the Violence of this cruel Man, till by our Ho- 
| neſt Induſtry we can procure the Money for 
| im, The Cardinal, moved with Admira- 


ton of the Woman's Virtue, and innocent 
Ly: Mo- 
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120 Of the Grxerovs Mixp. 
Modefly, bid her be of good Courage, 


Then he immediately wrote a Billet, and, 
giving it into the Widow's Hands, Go, 
laid he, t my Steward, and he ſhall deive 
thee ue Crowns to pay thy Rent. The pou 
Woman overjoyed, and returning the Can. 
dinal a thouſand Thanks, went directly ty 
the Seward, and gave him the Note; which 
when he had read, he told her 901 6 [ty 
Crowns. She, aſtoniſhed at the Neaninz 
of it, refuſed to take above five, favins, 
She mentioned no more to the Cardinal, an 
The was ſure it was fome Miſtake. On the 
other Side, the Steward inliſted on his 
Maſter's Order, not daring to call it in 
| Queſtion. But all the Arguments he could 
ule were inſufficient to prevail on her to take 
any more than five Crowns. Wherelore, to 
end the Controverſy, he offered to go back 
with her to the Cardinal, and refer it to him. 
When they came before that u en. 
Prince, and he was fully informed ot the | 
Buſineſs, It is true, ſaid he, I mijtook in writ- 

ing fifty Crowns: Give me the Paper, and 1 
will refify it. Thereupon he wrote again, 

ſaying thus to the Woman: So much Cai: 

dor and Virtue deſerve a Recompence. Her, 

I have ordered you five hundred Crowns; 

what you can ſpare of it lay up as a Dow!) i 

give with 20 Daughter in Marriage 
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Of Brxkrrrs; GRATITUpx, and INRA 
1ITUDE. 


10 | 
ch ; | | : 9 
iy HERE is no Vice or Failing of Man ö 


= doth unprinciple Humanity, like In- 


L oratitude ; ſince he he who is guilty of it lives fl 
unworthy of his Soul, that hath not Virtue f 
enough to be obliged, or to acknowledge [ 
the due Merits of the Obliger. 1 

Gratitude is a Duty none can be exculed l 
ſrom, becauſe it is always in our oun Dil- ik 
| polal. Charron. [ 

o The Ungrateful, ſays Nele are neie 1! 

ck ther fit to ſerve the Gods, their Countty, [ 

m. nor their Friends. 1 

1 Without Good- nature and Gratitude, 11 

he BE Men had as well live in a Wilderneſs, as in 1 

1-gacivil Socity. : 1 

119 He who conceals a Benefit, is to be held f 

in, Hut one Degree from denying it. 4 

%- If was a great Commendation of the 4. | 

rt, cedemonians, that they knew howto give, and 0 

; V receive, prudently, 1 

T1 Friendſhip 1 is the Medicine. for all Mit- | 

| ; for- 1 
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fortune ; but Ingratitude dries up the Foun- 
tain of all Goodneſs. Richlieu. 
Ingratitude is directly oppoſite to Nature 
and Equity; it is hardly known among 
Brutes; for Benefits and Kindneſs have 
mollified Lions, 
It is as common a Thing for „ to 
be forgetful, as for Hope to be mindiul, 
When once a Man has drank, he turns his 
Back upon the Well. 
He that receives a Benefit without being 
thankſul, robs the Giver of his juſt Reward. 
It muſt be a due Reciprocation in Virtue, 
that can make the Obliger and the Obliged 
worthy. 
To make too much Haſte to return an 
Obligation, is a Sort of Ingratitude. Roche. 
foucault. 
He who receives a good Turn, ſhould 
never forget it: He who does one, ſhould 
never remember it. Charron. 
Cato and Tully boaſts of this as the great 
Comfort and Joy of his Old-age, That no- 
thing was more 1 to him, than the 
Conſcience of a well ſpent Liſe, and the 
Remembrance of many Benefits and Kind- 
neſſes done to others. ot 
It is the Character of an unworthy Na- 
ture to write Injuries in Marble, and Bene- 

Tits 1 in Duſt. 
He 
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He that preaches Gratitude, pleads. the 
Cauſe both of Gop and Man; for without 
it we can be neither ſociable, nor religious, 
Seneca. | ” . 

So long as we ſtand in need of a Benefit, 
chere is nothing dearer to us, nor any Thing 
cheaper, when we have received it. 

It is the Glory of Gratitude, that it de- 
pends only on the Goodwill : If 1 have a 
Will to be grateful, ſays Seneca, I am ſo. 

An anticipated Favour hath two Perfec- 
tions: One is the Promptitude of it, which 
obliges the Receiver to greater Gratitude ; 
and the other, in that the fame Gift, Which 
coming later, would be a Debt, by Antict- 
pation 1s a pure Benefit, | 


Of Hoxc: 8s, and- of the GREAT, 


[RUE Honour, as defined by Cicero, is 

the concurrent Approbation of good Men; 
ſuch only being fit to give true Praiſe, who 
arc themſelves Praiſe-worthy. 

Antiently the Komans worſhipped Virtue 
and Honour for Gods ; whence it was that 
they built two Temples, which were ſo ſeat- 

| " 
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ed, as none could enter the Temple of Fg. 
nour, without paſſing through the Temp! 
of Virtue, 
No Man can be great (ſays Longins) by 
being Owner of thoſe Things which wife 
Men have always counted it a Piece of 
Greatneſs to deſpiſe, It is not the Polleſſing, 
but the right Management of any valuable 
Advantage, which makes us conſiderable, 
Nobility is to be conſidered only as an 
imaginary Diſtinction, unleſs accompanied 
with the Practice of thoſe generous Virtues 
by which it ought to be obtained. Titles 
of Honour, conſerred upon ſuch as have 
no perſonal Merit to deſerve them, are at 
beſt but the Royal Stamp ſet upon baſe 
Metal. Tatler. 
The Way to be truly honoured is to be 
illuſtriouſly good. It was worthily anſwered 
by Maximilian, the German Emperor, to on: 
who deſired his Letters-Patent to enoble 
him; I am able, ſaid he, to make thee, rich; 
but Virtue muſt make thee, noble. 
Great Qualities make great Men. Who, 
ſays Sencca, is a Gentleman ? The Man, 
whom Nature hath diſpofed, and as it weile 
cut out for Virtue; this Man is well born 
indeed; for he wants nothing elſe to make 
him noble, who has a Mind fo generous, 
that he can le above, and triumph w_ 
| or- 


Fortune, let his Condition of Life be what 
it will. 

'Tis true Greatneſs that conſtitutes Glory, 
and Virtue is the Cauſe of both : But, Vice 
and Ignorance taint the Blood: and an un- 


* a * 3 "wy 778 A * 7 by _ 
N : . * £2 05 5 - 0 * ee 2 3 
11777!!! f 0 IL T... ĩͤ 
e eee OI, e Ss - 


}f WW worthy Behaviour degrades and diſſennobles 
, a Man more than Birth and Fortune ag- 
je vrandile aud exalt him. Guardian. 


He that boaſteth of his Anceſtors, con- 


m Cech he hath no Virtue of his own, NO 


4 other Perſon hath lived for our Honour; 
ez nor ought that to be reputed ours, which 
es Vas long before we had a Being: For what 
de Advantage can it be to a Mind Man, that 
at his Parents had good Eyes? Does he ſee one 
ale i wlüt the better? Charron. 

Il was a fine Compliment made to the 
be Emperor Ihen: Greatneſs and Majeſty 
red have changed nothing in you but this, that 
ne your Puwer to dy Good Hhould be aulwerable 
ble WR i vour ll. | 
nh; The World is a Theatre; the beſt Actors 

are thole that repreſent their Parts moſt na- 
ho, WW twally : but the Wieſt are ſeldom the He- 
an, roses in the Play, It is not to be conſidered 
eie WW {lays Epidetus) who is Prince, or who is 
on Beggar; but who as the Prince, or the 
ae Beggar, beſt. 
us, m is mentioned in Hiſtory to the Ho- 
ver Four of the Emperor Alexander Severus, that 


he 


and of the Great. T25. 
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he would in no Cafe permit Offices to be 
fold : For, ſaid he, he who buyeth mull ſell: 
I will not endure any Merchandiſe of Au 
thority, which, if I tolerate, I cannot al. 
terwards condemn: and I ſhall be aſhamed 
to puniſh him who {61d what I permitted 
him to buy. 

Men muſt have public Minds, as well as 
Salaries ; or they will ſerve private Ends at 
the public Coſt. It was Roman Virtue, that 

raiſed the Roman Glory. 

It was a Saying of Bias, Magiſtracy di/- 
covers what a Man is: For as empty Vel 
ſels, though they have ſome Crack in them, 
while they are empty, do not diſcover their 


Flaws; but when they are filled with Li- 
quors, immediately ſhew their Deſects; lo 
happens it with ill-diſpoſed and corrupt 


Minds, which {cldom diſcover their Viccs, 
till hey are filled with Authority 
An Hero ſhould have all good 3 


united in him, without affecting any: For, 


what Need has a great Man of any foreion 


Aid to promote the Regard that is que to 
his Merit, when a certain Air of noble Sim— 
plicity, and Forgetfulnefs of his own Gran- 


deur, will not fail to attach the public At- 
tention ; fince ſhiutting his Eves upon him- 
{elf is an infallible ay to open all the 


World's upon him? Gracaan, i 
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If Favor places a Man above his Equities 
his Fall places him below them. 

'Tis a Shame for a Man of Honour and 
good Senſe to ſtay waiting at Courts, when 
the End of his Services 1s become the End 
of his Intereſt and Merit. As for myſelf, 


ſays St. Ewremond, I ſhould rather chute to 
live in a Convent or Deſart, than occaſion, 


u thoſe that are my Friends, Compaſlion ; 
and, in thoſe that are not, the malicious 
Pleaſure of Raillery. 


"Fis with Followers at Court, as with 


Followers on the Road, who firſt beſpatter 
hole that go before, and then tread on theis 
Heels. Dean Swift. 

The Prepoſſeſſions of the Vulgar for Men 
in Power and Authority are ſo blind, and 
they are generally ſo admired in every Thing 


they do, that if they ſhould bethink themſelves 


of being good, the Multitude would in a 


manner 1dolize them. But, as Gracian ob- 


ferves, when Excellence concurs with high 


Birth and Fortune, it paſles for a Prodigy. 
The greater a Man is in Power above 


others, the more he ought to excel them in 


Virtue: Wherefore Cyrus ſaid, That none 
ought to govern, who was not better than 


thoſe he governed, 


All Things have ſome Kind of Standard, 
by which the natural Goodneſs of them is 
M | — 


229 Of Hoxotrs, and 


to be meaſured : We do not therefore eſleem 
a Ship to be good, becaule it is curiouſly 
. carved, painted, and gilded ; but becauſe it 
is fitted for all the Purpoſes of Navigation, 
which 1s the proper End of a Ship. It would 
be ſo likewiſe in our Eſteem of Men, who 
are not ſo much to be valued for the Gran- 
deur of their Eſtates or Titles, as by 
their inward Goodneſs and Excellence 
Seneca. 

'There is a Rabble among the Gentry as 
well as the Commonally, a Sort of Picbcian 
Heads, whole Fancy moves with the ſame 
VWheel as theſe Men in the ſame Level 
with Mechanics : though their Fortunes do 
ſomewhat gild their Infirmities, and their 
Purſes compound for their Follies. Sir T, 
Brown. 

That which I admire at moſt in the For: 
tune of great Men, fays Montaigne, is the 
Croud of their Adorers, All Submiſſion is 
due to Kings, but that of the Underſtand- 
ing; my Reaſon is not obliged to bow aud 
bend, though my Knees are. 

A Chriſtian and a Gentleman are now made 
inconſiſtent Appellations of the ſame Per- 
ſon, It is not, it ſeems, within the Rules 
of Good- breeding, to tax the Vices of 


* of Quality; ; as if the Command- 
ments 


of 4e GrEaAT, 129 


ments were made only for the Vulgar. 
Addiſon. | 

He that depends wholly upon the Worth 
of others, ought to conſider, that he hath 
but the Honour of an Image; and is wor- 


ſhipped, not for his own Sake, but upon the 


Account of what he reprefents. It 1s a Sign 
a Man is very poor when he has nothing of 
his own to appear in, but is forced to patch 
up his Figure with the Relics of the Dead, 

and rifle 'T'omb- ſlones and Monuments for 


Reputation. 


What is truely great and majeſtic, looks 
more like itſelf, the- leſs it is adorned. I 
ſtudy to make my Lite famous, ſaid King 
Theſeus, not ſo much by ſplendid Appear- 
ances, and the Applauſes of. others, as by 
my own Acts of folid Virtue. 

Let any one remove his Eye from the moſt 
magnificent Parade, or Triumph, to the Ex- 
panſe of Heaven; and inſtantly, what was 
great is little, what was public 18 private. 
Ir. Young. | 

We may obſerve ſome of our noble Coun- 


trymen, who come with high Advantage, 
aud a worthy Character, into the Public: 


But, ere they have long engaged in it, 
their WorTh unhappily becomes venal. 


Equipages, Titles, Precedencies, Staffs, Rib- 


bands, and other ſuch glittering Ware, are 
M 2 taken 
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taken in Exchange for inward Merit, and 
true Hoxour. They may be induced to 
change their honeſt Meafures, and facrifice 
their Cauſe and Friends to an imaginary pri- 


vate Intereſt; and, after this, act Farces, as 


they think fit; and hear Oualities and Vir- 
tues aſſigned to them under the Titles of 
Graces, Excellencies, and the reſt of this 
Mock-Praiſe, and mimical Appellation. 


They may even with ſerious Looks be told 


of Honour and Worth, their PRINCIPTE, 
and their CounTry ; but muſt be ſenſible, 
that the World Knows better; and that their 
tew Friends and Admirers have either a very 
hallo Wit, or a very profound Hypocriſy. 
Earl of Shafiſbury. 

A difficult Acceſs is the Vice of thoſe, 
whoſe Manners, Honour, and' Preferment 
have changed: Few Perſons in high Em- 
ployments retain the Virtues of their private 


Condition: But it argues Men do not de- 
{ rve great Places, when they can value 


themſelves upon them. 
It is not the Place, fays Cicero, that mak- 


etli the Perſon, but the Perſon that maketh 
the Place, honourable. 

Nothing i is more odious than the Practice 
of thoſe great Men, who with fine Looks 
and lromiſes make one hope for Services 


they never mean to Perform. Find out ſome- 
thing, 


ee oe 


wo we \ 
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Hing, wherein I can ſerve you, ſays a Court 
Minion ; ; and then, upon the Diſcovery, he 
Jays hold on it to ſome other Purpoſe, Sir 
R. L'Eſtrange. 

Great Men are generally for making what 
they do real Favours; for, ſhould they pre- 
fer the Deſerving only, it would be like pay- 
ing a Debt, not doing a Favour. 

No Government can flouriſh, where the 
Morals and Manners of the People are cor- 
rupted : For, as Tully obſerves, Take but 
away the Awe of Religion, all that Fidelity 
aud Juſtice, ſo neceſſary to the keeping up 
human Society, muſt periſh with it. 

The beſt: Inſtruments of good Govern- 
ment are good Counſellors. He that 1s 

not wiſe of himſelf, can never be well 
counſelled. 

paſlive Obedience, onlimied Power, and 
indefeaſible Right, ſeem to have ſomething 
of a venerable Meaning in them ; whereas 
m Reality they .only .imply, that a King has 
a Right to be a Tyrant ; and that the People 
are obliged in Conſcience to be Slaves. 
Addiſon. 

The Rabbins had a . Saying, That if the 
Sea was Ink, and the Earth Parchment, they 
would not be ſufficient to deſcribe and con- 
tain the Praiſes of LIBERTY. | 

MN 3 3 
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Who could have greater Honour than 4. 
geſelaus King of Sparta had, who was fined by 
the Ephort for having flolen all the Hearts of 
the People to himſelf? Of whom it is ſaid, 
that he ruled his Country by obeying it. 

Henry III. of France, aſking thole about 
him, ene Day, What it was that the Duke 
of Cuiſe did to charm and allure every one's 
Heart? He received this Anſwer: Sir, the 
Duke de Guiſe does Good to all the World, 
without Exception, either diredtly by himſelf 
or indirectly by his Recommendations: He 
is civil, courteous, liberal; has always ſome 
Good to ſay of every- body. but never ſpeaks 
Evil of any: And this is the Reaſon he 
reigns in Men's Hearts, as abſolutely as your 
Majeſty does m your Kingdom. 

I ho' an honourable Title may be con- 
veycd to Poſterity, yet the ennobling Quali- 
ties which are the Soul of Greatneſs, are a 


Sort of incommunicable 8 and 


cannot be transferred. Indeed, if a Man 
could bequeath his Virtues by Will, and 
leule his Senſe and Learning upon his Heirs, 
as certainly as he can his Lands, a brave 
Anceſtor would be a mighty. Privilege. 
Collier. 

Title and Aneeſtry renider a good Man 
more illuſtrious, but an ill one more con- 


lemptible. Vice 1s infamous, tho'in a ge 
an 
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| and Virtue honourable, tho' in a Peaſant. | 
Aadiſon. Ty Ml 
Ihe Athenians raiſed a noble Statue to the 
„Memory of Aſoß, and placed a Save on a 

| Pedeſtal, that Men might know the Way to 


Honour was open to all. 

Mꝰen in former Ages, though ſimple and. 
plain, were great in themſelves, and inde- 
: WW pcndent on a thouſand Things, which are 


fince invented to ſupply perhaps that true 
7 Greatneſs, which is now extinct. Brupere. 
p There is a Nobility without Heraldry. 
e Though I want the Advantage of a noble 
s WH Birth, ſaid Marius, yet my Actions aiford 
e me a greater one; and they who upbraid 
r me with it, are guilty of an extreme Injuſ- 
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tice, in not permitting me to value myſelf 


x 
- upon my own Virtue, as much as they va- | | 
- lue themſelves upon the Virtue of others. | 
a Sallu/t. | | | 
d The Man of Honour is an internal, the | 
n Perſon of Honour is an external; the one a | 
d real, the other a fictitious Character. A ; 
, Perſon of Honour may be a profane Liber- | 
e tine, penurious, proud; may inſult his In- j; 


feriors, and defraud his Creditors ;. but it is | 
| impoſhible for a Man of Honour to be guil- 

n ty of any of theſe. 

1 There is no true Glory, no true Great- ll 

'; nels, without Virtue ; without which we do | 

d but 
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but abuſe all the good Things we have, 


whether they be great or little, falſe or real, 
Riches make us either covetous or prodi- 
gal: Fine Palaces make us deſpiſe the Poor 
and Poverty: A great Number of Domeſ— 


: | i 6 
tics flatter human Pride, which uſes them 

; = ( 
like Slaves: Valour oftentimes turns brutal We 

and unjuſt: And a high Pedigree makes a I : 
Man take up with the Virtues of his Au- WW . 
ceſtors, without endeavouring to acquire any WW . 


Honours are in this World under no Re- if 
gulation; Quality is . neglected ; Virtue is 
oppreſſed, and Vice triumphant : The laſt 
Day will rectify this Diſorder, and aſlign to 
every one a Station ſuitable to the Dignity 
of his Character; Ranks will then be ad- 
juſted, and Precedency ſet right, Addiſon. 


FrarrEkr. 


HERE are few Perſons to be ſound, 

but are more concerned for the Repu- 
tation of Wit aad Senſe, than Honeſty and 
Virtue» Sheclator. = 
| . e 


N Ment, &c. 135 
He that ſets no Value upon a good Re- 
pauute, is as Careleſs of the Actions that pro- 
E quce it. 


A Man that is deſirous to excel, ſhould 


endeavour it in thoſe Things that are in 
themſelves moſt excellent. Eprdtetus. 
There is ſcarce any Man fo perfect, but 
we ſhall find, that he has his Weakneſſes, 
which level him with the Vulgar, as much 
as his Merit raiſes him above them. 
Merit muſt take a great Compals to riſe, 
il not aſſiſted by Favour. 
| Fame is like a River, that beareth up 
Things light, and drowns thoſe that are 
veighty and ſolid, Lord Bacon. 
= | The Coin that is moſt current among 
Mankind, is Flattery : The only Benefit of 
E which is, that, by hearing what we are not, 
we may be inſtructed what we ought to be. 
For People of Worth, it is not neceſſary 
to fetch Praiſes from their Predeceſſors; tis 
enough to ſpeak of their own particular 
Merit: It is happy to have ſo much Merit, 
chat our Birth is the leaſt Thing reſpected in us. 
= We ſhould be careful to deſerve a good 
Reputation, by doing well; and, when that 
Care is once taken, not to be over- anxious 
about the Succeſs. Rochefoucault. 
= Nothing ſinks a great Character ſo much 
as railing it above Credibility, 
A | Princes 


136 Of Msntr and Rrrurarlox, 


Princes ate ſeldom dealt truly wich, but 
when they are taught to ride the Great Horſ ſe; 
which, knowing nothing of Diſſembliug, 


will as ſoon throw an En mperor as a Groon, 


No Man ſhould be confident of his own 


Merit: The Beſt err, and the Wiſeſt are de- 


ceĩved. 
Our good Qualities oſten expoſe us to 


more Hatred and Perſecution, than all the 


Is we do. 

Praiſe from the common People i is gene- 
rally falle, and rather followeth vain Per- 
fons than virtuous, Lord Bacon. 

The common People are but ill Judges of 
a Man's Merits; they are Slaves to Fame; 
their Eyes are dazzled with the Pomp of 
Titles, and large Retinue, &c. and then no 
Wonder, if they beſtow their Honours on 
thoſe who leaſt deſerve them. 

He that will ſell his Fame, will alſo {ell 


| the public Intereſt, Solon. 


> Fas and Conſcience are of two different 


Properties; the one blazeth a Man's Deſerts, 


yet makes OM nothing the better ; the other 

the better, yet never the more renowned, 
Where-ever there is Flattery, there is al 

ways a Fool in the Caſe: If the Paraſite be 


detected, it falls to his Share; if he be noi, 
to his whom. he deludes. 


I 


ad 


A 
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It is frequent with many, upon every 


trivial Matter, to pawn their Reputation : 


A moſt inconſiderate Thing! For what is fo 
often lent, and paſſeth ſo many Hands upon 
every occaſion, cannot but loſe much of its 
Value, X 


perboles of Flatterers ; for they know very 
well, that wiſe Books are always true 
Friends. | 

Little Wit ſerves to flatter with; for 


Lame is as difficult to be preſerved, as it 


was at firſt to be acquired. Sedlator. 


It is a Maxim of Cato's, that a Man 


| ought to reſpect himlelf, 7, e. reſpe& his 
| Reaſon, that recommends an honeſt Bold- 
| neſs, and forbids a ſervile Fear, which is 
| a Kind of Licence and Permiſſion for 
| others to have no Regard and Couſidera— 
tion for us, | 

If we would perpetuate our Fame or 
| Reputation, we muſt do Things worth 
| Writing, or write Things worth Reading. 
| Pliny, 


| There are two forts of Enemics inſepara- 
ble from almoſt all Men, but altogether of 
Nen 


Great and good Men will rather look for 
| theit Characters in the Writings and Pre- 
cepts of Philoſophers, than in the Hy- 


how caſily do they work, that go with tlie 
Grain! 
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138 0% Menry and REPUTATION ; 


Men of great Farid the Fl:!terer and 


the Har; one ſtrikes before, the other be- 
hind ; both inſenſibly, both dangerouſly. 
What is public Eſteem, but the Opinion 
of many Men in general, who are not much 
valued in particular! ? 'The Judgment which 
the World makes of us, is of no Manner 
of Ule to us; it adds nothing to our Sou!: 
or Bodies, nor leſſens any of our Miſenes, 


Let us conſtantly follow Reafon (ſays Alon. 


taignc); and let the public Approbation fol- 
low us the ſame Way, if it pleales. 

Some Men think they can never ſet a juſt 
Value on themſelves, without the unjuſt Con- 
tempt of others; and yet will perform al! 
Acts of the moſt ſupererogating Civility to 
thoſe above them; which is generally made 
up of ſuch hollow Profeſſions, ſuch grols 


Flatteries, as are worſe than Reproaches. 


Gentleman Calling. 


He that rebuketh Man, ſhall afterwards 
find more Fayour, than his that Hattereth 


with his Tongue. 


Men are not to be judged by their Looks, 
Habits, and Appearances; but by the Cha- 
rater of their Lives and Converſations, 
and by their Works, Tis better that « 
Man's own Works, than that another Mans 


rd, . praiſe hin, Sir R. L'Eſtrangt. 
When 


PRAISE and FLATTERY, 139 


| When commended, examine impartially 
] 1 your own Deſerts; and if you find not what 
is ſail, note that Tangue for the Inſtrumeat 
ol Flattery. Know chylell, ſaid Bias; ſo 
3 thall no Flatterer deceive thee. 

Many take leſs Care of their Conſcience I 

than their Reputatzon. The religious Man 4 

| /ears, the Man of Honour N to do an 
„ill Action. 

g datis faction can no where be placed but in 
a juſt Senſe of our own Integrity, without 
Regard to the Opinion of others. Taler. 

Reputalion is often got without Merit, 
and loſt without a Crime. 

It is ſaid of Agricola, that he never 
gloried in any Thing he did; but, as an 
Agent, referred the good Succeſs of his 
Fortune to the Perſon that employed him; 
aud ſo by his Diſcretion and Modeſty freed 
| Himlelf from Envy, and loſt no Part of his 
delerved Praiſe. 

It is a Thing exceeding rare to o diſtinguiſh 
Virtue, and Fortune, The moſt Impious, 
af proſperous, are always applauded; the 
moſt Virtuous, if unproſperous, are ſure to 
be deſpiſed. Speflator. 

There is no ſuch F latterer, as is a Man's 
Self; and there is no ſuch Remedy againſt 
Hlattery of a Man's Self, as the Liberty af 
a Friend, Lord Bacon. 
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140 Of MERIT and Reyvrartiox : 


He that reviles me (it may be), calls me 
Fool; but he that flatters me, if I take not 
heed, will make me one. 

I frequent the Company more of thoſe 
who find Fault with me, fays Montaigne, than 


thoſe that flatter me; and am more proud of 


a Conqueſt gained ov er myſelf, when I ſub- 
mit to the Force of my Adverlary's Reaſon, 
than I am pleaſed with a Victory. obtained 
over him by reaſon of his Weakneſs. 


There are no Snares ſo dangerous as thoſe 


that are laid for us under the Name of good 


Offices. The Greeks ſaid, that Flatterers ne- 


ver lift a Man up, but as the Eagle does the 
Tortoiſe, to get ſomething by his Fall. 

The Philoſopher Bias, being aſked, What 
Animal he thought the moſt hurtful? re- 
plied, That of wild Creatures, a 7 Jrant ; 


and of tame ones, a #latterer. 
Men of mean Qualities ſhew but little 


Favour to great Virtues: A lofty Wiſdom 
offends an ordinary Reaſon. 


Superiority in Virtue 1s the moſt unpar- 


donable Provocation that can be given to a 
baſe Mind : Innocence is too amiable to be 
beheld without Hatred ; and it is a ſecret 
Acknowledgement of Merit, which the 
Wicked are betrayed into, when they pur- 
ſue good Men with Violence, This Beha- 


viour viſibly proceeds from a Conſcioulnels 
in 
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in chem, that other People's Virtue upbraids 
their own Want of it. > 
It was faid of the good Emperor Severus, 


as well as of Auguſtus, That he ſhould never 


have been born, or that he never ſhould have 
died. 5 | 
King A!phonſus was wont to ſay, that his 
dead Counſellors, meaning his Books, were 
to him far better than the Living; ſor they, 
without Flattery or Fear, preſented to him 
Truth. 

How ſatirical is that Praiſe, which com- 
mends a Man for Virtues that all the World 
knows he has not; Exceſlive Prailes excite 
Curioſity, and incite to Envy; ſo that if 
Merit anſwer not the Value that is ſet upon 
it (as it commonly happens) general Opini- 
on revolts from the Impoſtor, and makes 
the Flatterer and Flattered both ridicu- 


. lous. 5 


There is this Good in Commendation, 


that it helps to confirm Men in the Practice 
of Virtue. No Obligation can be of more 
Force, than to render to eminent Virtue its 
due Merits. | 


The Character of the Perſon who com- 


mends you, is to be conſidered, beſore you 
| ſet a Value upon his Eſteem. The wiſe 
Man applauds him whom he thinks moſt 
3 Ne vir- 
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virtuous ; the reſt of the World him who 15 
molt wealthy, Syeflator. 

Ir is better, faid Antiſthenes, to fall among 
Crows, than Flatterers ; for thoſe only de. 
your the Dead, theſe the Living. 

When the A!tenzans pulled down the Sis 
tes of Demitrius Plalerius, They cannot, 
{aid he, - deprive me of thole Virtues that 
cauſed thern to be erected. 

It is very ſtrange, that no imate is 
made of any Creature, except ourlelves, but 


by its proper Qualities. He has a magni- 


ficent Houſe, fo m many thouſand Pounds a Year, 
is the common Way of eſtimating Men; 


cho' theſe Things are only about them, not in 


hem, and make no Part of their Character. 


Montaigne. 
It was elegantly ſaid in a Letter to Cardi- 


nal Richlfeu————My Lord, as there was 
neretofore a valiant Man who could not re- 
ceive auy Wounds, but on the Scars of thoſe 
he had already received; ſo you cannot be 
praiſed, but by Repetitions ; - ſeeing that 
Truth, which has its Bounds, has ſald or 
vou whatever Falſhood, which knows none, 
has invented for others, 

Pythagoras uſed to ſay, that thofe that re- 
proved us, were greater Friends to us, than 
thoſe that flattered us, 


For- 
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Fortune and Futurity are not to be gueſſed 
at; and Fame does not always ſtand upon 
Deſert and Judgment. M. Aurel. 

Flatter not, nor be thou flattered. Fol- 
low the Dictates of your Reaſon, and you 
are ſafe. | 
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Felicity conſiſts not in having the Ap- 
; plauſe of the People at one's Entrance; for 1 
| that is an Advantage, which all that enter, J' 
have: The Difficulty is, to have the fame 1} 
Applauſe at one's Exit. „ 1 
A Death-bed Flattery is the worſt of 1 
Treacheries. Ceremonies of Mode and 4 
, IW Compliment are mightily out of Seaſon, 1 
; WE when Life and Salvation come to be at i 
3 WF Stake. Sir R. LC Eflrange. | Þ 
+ WW Honours, Monuments, and all the Works ih 
of Vanity and Ambition, are demoliſhed ji 
„and deſtroyed by Time; but the Reputation | 
> WW f Wiſdon is venerable to . Seneca. | il 
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all 


OTHING can be more inglorious;, 
than a Gentleman only by Name; 
N 3 | whoſe. 
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144 
whoſe Soul is ignorant, 
Sheclator. 


J Wearrn, Luxury, and 


and Life immoral, 


| Wiſdom is better without an Inheritance. 


than an Inheritance without Wiſdom. 


He that gets an Eſtate, will keep it better 


than he that finds it. 


Riches cannot purchaſe worthy 55 
ments; they make us neither more wile, 


nor more healthy. 


None but intellectual 


Poſſeſſions are what we can properly call ow 


OWN. 


Spectator. 


Some People are nothing elſe but Money, 
Pride, and Pleaſure: Theſe three T hings in- 
groſs their 3 and take up the whole 


Soul of them. 


There is more Money idly ſpent to be 


iaughed at, than for any one Thing in thc 


World, though the Purchaſers do not think 


M. of Halliſax. 


10. 


To keep a full Table is a Way to extend 
one's Aequaintance, but no ſure one to pio- 


cure Friends, Feaſting makes no Friend. 


ſhip. 


is a great Mrsfortune, 
Fool has, the greater Fool he is. 
Not to defire Pleaſures is equivalent i 

the Enjoyment of them. | 


Al worldly Pleaſure is e t9 


2 like Meaſure of Anxiety. 
A great Fortune in the Hands of a Foo! 
The more Riches 1 


I fee no greats 


Plea- 


> 
» 3 


U- 
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ſure in this World, ſaid Tertullian, than 
the Contempt of Pleaſure. | 

It is remarkable, that, among thoſe that 
place their Happineſs in Senſe, they are the 
moſt miſerable that ſeem to be the happieſt. 
Seneca. F 

How deſpicable is his Condition, who is 
above Neceſſity, and yet ſhall reſign his Rea- 


ſon, and his Integrity, to purchaſe Super- 


fluities! Tatler, 

The Luxurious live to eat and drink ; 
but the Wiſe and Temperate cat and drink 
to live. Plutarch. | 

Cookery is now become fo myſterious a 
Trade, that the Kitchen has almoſt as many 
Intricacies as the Schools. To keep the 


Kitchen always hot, is the Way to ſet the 
Houle on Fire, Gentleman Calling. 


Thoſe who live magnificently, for the 
moſt Part, are the real Poor; they endea- 
vour to get Money on all Hands with Diſ- 
quiet and Trouble, to maintain the Plea- 
fures of others. St. Evremond. 

Amongſt the ancient Romans, there was 
a Law kept inviolably, that no Man fhoutd 
make a public Feaft, except he'had before 


provided for all the Poor of his Neigh- 
bourhood. 


The more Servants a Man keeps, the 
more Spies he has upon him, That any 
Man 
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Man ſhould make Work for ſo many, or ra- 
ther keep them from Work, te make up a 
Train, has a Levity and Luxury in it very 
ſurpriſing. 

Democritus laughed at the * World, 
but at nothing more in it, than People's 
eager Purſuit of Riches and Honour. 

Vice is covered with Wealth, and Virtue 
by Poverty. Speflator.. 

"Tis more honourable not to have, and 
yet delerve, than to have, and not de- 
ſerve. : | 

The little Value Providence ſets on 
Riches, is ſeen by the Perſons on whom 
they are generally beſtowed. T atler. 

He that is violent in the Purſuit of Plea- 
fure, will not ſtick to turn Villain for the 
Purchaſe. M. Aurelius. 

It is commonly ſeen, that the more Man- 

kind are favoured. with the Gifts of Fortune, 
the leſs they are diſpoſed to aſſiſt thoſe that 
are deſtitute. 
The fine Gentlemen of this Age are 
diſtinguiſhed for their Pride, Luxury, 
and Hardneſs of Heart; they are utter 
Strangers to Compaſſion and Humanity. 
Spefator.. 

The Man of Pleaſure, as the Phraſe is, is 
the moſt ridiculous of all Beings: He tra- 
yels, indeed, with his Rihband, Plume, and 
| Bells ; 
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Bells; his Dreſs, and his Mufic ; but thro' 
a toillome and beaten Road; and every Day 
nauſeoully repeats the fame Trad, Dr. 
Young. 

z He that abounds in Riches, good Chear, 

Dogs, Horfes, Equipages, Fools, and 
E PFlatterers, muſt certainly be a great Man. 
Brig ere. | | 

Pray, What was you made for? (ſays 
the Emperor Aurelius) For your Pleafures ! 7 
Common Senſe won't bear ſo ſcandalous an 
Anſwer, 

The little Soul that converſes no higher 
than the Looking- claſs, aud a fantaſtic 
Dreſs, may help to make up the Shew of 
the World ; but muſt not bereckoned among 
the rational Inhabitants of it. 


How wretched is it to conſider the Care. 


and Coſt laid out upon Luxury and Shew ; 
and the general Neglect of thoſe ſhining 


Habits of the Mind, which ſhould ſet us oft 


in real and folid Excellencies ! When Plea- 
jure is predominant, all Virtues of Courte 
are excluded. 

The Memory of good and worthy Actions 
gives a quicker Reliſh to the Soul, than 
ever it could poſſibly take in the higeſt En- 
joyments of Vouth. Sßhedlalor. 


It Senſuality were Pleaſure, Beaſts are 
bap- 


— —— —— — — — 
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happier than Men; but human Felicity 13 
lodged in the Soul, not in the Fleſh. 

Nature hath cut off the Coſt and luxuri- 
cus Impeitinencies of our Affections, in 
Food, Raiment, and the like; in being 
contented, that her Neceſſities ſhould be 
cheaply ſupplicd. 

He that liveth in Plcaſure, is dead while 
he liveth; but he that reſiſteth Pleaſures, 
crowneth his Liſe, 

Let Pleaſures be ever fo innocent, the 
Exceſs is always criminal. St. Evre— 
mond. | = | 

Who can help reflecting on thoſe whoſe 
Tables are daily ſpread to the ſecond and 
third Courſes, which kill many with Sur- 
feits, whilſt as many ſtarve at their Gates 
with Famine ? 

He hath Riches 4 who hath 
enough to be charitable. Sir T. Brown. 

The Neceſſities of the Body are the pro- 
per Meaſure of our Care for the Things of 
this Life; but if we once leave this Rule, 
and exceed thoſe Neceſſities, then are we 
carried into all the Extravagancies 1 in the 
World. Epicletus. EE, 

Pleaſures unduly taken enervate the Soul, 
make Fools of the Wiſe, aand Cowards of 
the Brave. A Libertine Life is not a Lite 
of Liberty. | 

; 
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It was a fine Anſwer of Diogenes, who, 


were the Followers of rich Men, and not 
lich Men of Philoſophers? replied, Becauſe 
che one knew what they had Need of, and 
the other did not. 

* Tho' Want is the Scorn of every wealthy 
Fool, an innocent Poverty is vet preferable 
| to all the guilty Allluencé the World can 
olfer. Tatler. 5 

| There cannot be a more ridiculous Folly, 
| than to ſpend high, in Confidence of Rever- 
| lions, and diſtant Expectations. Charron. 
| Ariflolle wondered at nothing more than 
| at this, that they were thought richer that 
had ſuperfluous Things, than they who had 
what were profitable and necellary. 

E From the Manner of Mens bearing their 
Condition, we often pity the Proſperous, 
| and admire the Unfortunate. Shedator. 
So ſtupid and brutifh, fo worthleſs and 
| ſcandalous, are too many ſeen in this dege- 
nerate Age, that Grandeur and Equipage 
| are looked upon as more indiſpenſable than 
Charity; and thoſe Creatures, which con- 
tribute merely to our Pomp, or our Diver- 
on, are more tenderly and ſumptuouſly | 
ſpaintained, than ſuch as are in Neceſſity 
Rong ourſelves, F. Parſons. 


Thoſe 


being aſked in Mockery, Why Philoſophers. 
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Thoſe Perſons, ſays Tacttus, are under a 


mighty Error, who know not how to diſlin- 

guiſh between Liberality and Luxury. A- 
* of Men know how to ſquander 
that do not know how to give. 

Calizula made himſelf ridiculous by the 
es and Fantaſticalneſs of his Habit; 
and Augiiſtus was as much admired for the 
Modeſty and Gravity of his. 

We are come to ſuch an extraordinary 
Pitch of Politeneſs, that the Affectation of 
being gay, aud in Faſhion, has veiy ncar 
taken from us our good Senſe, and our Re- 
ligion. 

The Vain is the moſt didinguibed Son 
of Folly. In what does ths Man lay out 
the Faculties of an immortal Soul? That 
Time, on which depends Eternity? That 
Eſtate, which, well-diſpoſed of, might, in 
ſome Meaſure, purchaſe Heaven? What 
is his ſerious Labour, ſubtile Machination, 
ardent Deſire, and reigning Ambition ?—To 
be ſeen. This ridiculous, but truc Anlwer, 
renders all grave Cenſure almoſt ſuperitu- 
ous. Dr. Young. 

What if a Body might have all the Ples 

ſures in the World {ar the Aſking ? Who 
would fo unman himſelf, as, by accepting 
of them, to deſert his Soul, and become & 


perpetual Slave to his Senſes? Seneca. 5 
i 8 Je 


17 7 e * 8 


— 
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The Delicacies of Entertainments, the 
Divertiſcment of the Theatre, the Magni- 
ficence of Courts, nor the moſt ſhining At- 
ſemblies, can give full Satisfaction to any 
wiſe Man. St. Evremond. £7 

All worldly Happineſs conſiſts in Opi- 
nenn | 

There are too many of that unthinking 
Temper of Mind, which troubles itfelf with 
nothing that is ſerious and weighty ; but 
account Life a Paſtime, and ſeek nothing 
above Recreation, never refleging where all 
this will end at laſt. 

The temperate Man's Pleafures are du— 


rable, becauſe they are regular:; and all his 


Life is calm and ferene, becauſe it is inno- 
cent. | | 

Pleaſures, while they flatter a Man, ſting 
im to Death. 

A Felicity, that coſts Pains, gives double 
Content. | 

Ariftippus ſaid, he liked no Pleaſure, but 
that which concerned a Man's true Happi- 
nels. | 

The Græcians and Romans had in Deteſta- 
tion the very Name of Phzloxenus, for his 
filthy Wiſh of a Crane's Neck, for the Plea- 
lure he took in Eating. 

Men may ſurfeit with too much, as well 
33 ſtarve with too little, | 


O What 
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What is a Man the worſe for the laft 


Year's plain Diet; or what now the better 
for the laſt great Feaſt ? What's a voluptu— 
ous Dinner, and the frothy Vanity of Dil. 
courle, that commonly attends theſe PON= 
pous Entertainments? What is but a Mor- 


tification to a Man of Senſe and Virtue, to 


"5 his Time among ſuch n 7 Sir 

R. LEſtrange. 

The ſumptuous Side-board to an ingenu— 

ous Eye has more the Air of an Altar, thun 
2a Table. 
He that looks into the Offices of the 
Luxurious, and fees the Troops of Servants 
{ſweating and hurrying up and down, the 
Maſlacre of Beaſts and Fowl, and every 
Thing afloat in the richett Wine, cannot 
but wonder at ſo horrible a Profuſion lor 
the Guts of one Family. Bona. 

The Egyhtians at their Feaſts, to prevent 
Exceſſes, ſet a Skeleton before their Gueſts, 
with this Motto, Remember ye muſt be 
ſhortly ſuch Pinu/arch. 

Pleaſures do but weaken our Minds, and 
ſend us for our Support to Fortune, who 
gives us Money only as the Wages of Sla- 
Very. Seneca.” 

How ridiculous a Sight is a vain young 


Gallant, that briſtles with his Plumes, and 


ſhakes his giddy Head, and to no wo 
ne 
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Purpoſe, but to get Poſſeſſion of a Miſtrels, 
as very a Trifle as himſelf! 

We have worn out our Virtues, and our 
Vices have worn out us. | 

Some fo affect to be ſingular, and to be 
known by their Vices, that they ſeck out 
Novelty in Wickednels, and glory in a bad 
Reputation: Or (as Tacitus oblerves) find 
an exquiſite Pleaſure, even in the Grandeur 
of Infamy. ho 

No good Man was ever inwardly troubled 
for the Omiſſion of any Pleafures; from 
whence it follows, that Pleaſures, . ſtrictly 
{peaking, are neither profitable nor good. 
M. Aurelius. | 

The Tempers of ſome are fo ſolid, and 
their Conſtitutions ſo ſedentary, that they 
cannot reliſh Activity, or rough Exercile : 
Their very Diverſions are, in a Manner, 
contemplative, and bent on Speculation : 
Therefore they require Amuſements of a 
more refined Nature, | 

There is but one ſolid Neaſure in Life; 
and that is our Duty, How miſerable then, 
how unwiſe how unpardonable are they, 
who make that one a Pain! Dr. Young. 

All the Treaſures of the Earth are not to 
be compared to the leaſt Virtue of the Soul. 
Socrates, 
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A wicked Man can never be happy, tho 
he had the Riches of Cræſus, the Empire of 


Cyrus, and the Glory of Alexander, Wealth K 
and Honours can never cure a wounded U 
Conſcience. 

The Confideration of the Dignity and pl 
Excellence of our Nature plainly informs tn 
us, how mean and unworthy it is to diſ- pa 
ſolve in Luxury, Soſtneſs, and Effeminacy ; FO 
and how becoming it 1s, on the other Hand. ke 
to. lead a Life of Frugality, Temperance, and 
Sobriety. Cicero. La 

Some by Wit may get Wealth ; but none WF , 
by Wealth can purchaſe Wit. | WE 

A good Man will love himſelf too wei! tra 
to loſe, and his Neighbour alſo to win, an / 
Eſtate by Gaming. Love of Gaming cor- _ 
rupis the beſt Principles in the World. vo 

Gaming like a Quickſand, ſwallows up Ho 
a Man in a Moment. Our Follies and Vices {, 
help one another, and blind the Bubble, at vit! 
the ſame Time that they make the Sharpcr Wi Pip 
quick- ſighted. | | Ho! 

Among many other Evils that attend WW by 
Gaming, are theſe: Loſs of Time; Loſs of WM ther 
Reputation; Loſs of Health; Loſs of Fortune; * 
Loſs of Temper ; Ruin of Families; Deſraudiis old, 
of Creditors; and, what is often, the Efſel of in 7 


it, the Loſs of Life itlelf. © 


Our 
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Our Pleaſures, for the moſt Part, are 

| ſhort, falſe, and deceitful ; and, like Drunk- 

ennels, revenge the jolly Madneſs of one 
Hour with the fad Repentance of many. 

Is there no better Employment for Peo- 

ple than Luxury * What did they before 

they fell into theſe Methods? Let Pride 


pay, and Exceſs be well exciſed; and, if 


that will not cure, it will Nette help to 
keep the Kingdom 
There is no Remark more common a- 
mong the ancient Hiſtorians, than that, 
when the State was corrupted with Avarice 
and Luxury, it was in Danger of being be- 
| trayed or fold. 

The Inhabitants of the City of Shari 
were arrived to that Height of Luxuty and 
$ Voluptuonſneſs, that they taught their 
| Horſes to dance to the Sound: of the Flute; 
| lo that the Crotontatz, who waged War 
with them, bringing a great Number of 
Pipers into the Field of Battle, ſet their 


1 which Means they utterly overthrew 
them. 

| What is the Difference, in Effect, betwixt 
i old Men and Children, but chat the one deals 
in Paintings and Statues, and the oiher in 
: babies ? 80 that we ourfelves are only the 
more expenſive Fools. Seneca. 


9 23 The 


| Horſes a dancing, and fo broke their Ranks; 
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The ingenious M. Paſchal kept always in 
Mind this Maxim, Avoid Pleaſure and Su 
perflutty. 

If they who affect an outward Sher, 
knew how many deride their trivial Taſte, 
they would be aſhamed of themfelves, and 
grow wiler, and beſtow their Superfluities 
in helping the Needy, and befriending the 
Neglected. Sheclalor. 

Richneſs of Dreſs contributes nothing t to 
a Man of Senſe, but rather makes his Senſe 
quired into. The more the Body is ſet 
off, the Mind appears the leſs. 

Thoſe Men who deſtroy a healthful Con- 
ſtitution of Body by Intemperance, and an 
uregular Life, do as maniſeſtly kill them- 
ſelves, as thoſe who hang, or poiſon, or 
drown themſelves. Dean Sherlock. 

Recreations, moderately uſed, are pro- 
fitable to the Body for Health, to the Mind 
for Refreſhment : But it is a Note of a vain 
Mind to be running aſter every gar 11h Pomp 
or Shew. 

The greateſt Pleaſure Wealth can afford 
us, is that of doing Good. It is a happy 


Thin , when a Man's Pleaſure is alſo his 


Perfection. 
All Men of Eſtates are, in Effect, but 
Truſtees for the Benefit of the . 
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and will be fo reckoned, when they are to 
zive an Account, Bona 

They that are Lovers of Pleaſures, look 
upon all Diſcourſe of Religion as Canting. 
Eating and Drinking, and vain Muth, News, 
and Play, and the like, are their conſtant 
Entertainment; who know no other Plea- 
ſures than what their five Senfes furniſh them 
with. | | | 

It is an Inſolence natural to the Wealthy 
to affix, as much as in them lies, the Cha- 
rater of a Man to his Circumſtances. Lake 
away, ſaid Ladantius, Pride and Boaſting 
from rich Men, and there will be no Ditter- 
ence between a poor Man and a fich. 

A mean Eſtate is not to be contemned ; 
nor the Rich, that 1s fooliſh, to be had in 
Adimiration. | 

In the flouriſhing Commonwealths of 
Greece and Rome, it was cither ſome brave 
Action againſt the Enemy, or eminent Ju- 
ſtice, Virtue, or Ability, that raiſed one 
Man above another; Wealth had no Share 
in it. 

Caſt an Eye into the gay World, what 
ſee we, for the moſt Part, but a Set of que- 
rulous, emaciated, fluttering, fantaſtical Be- 
ings, worn out in the keen, Purſuit of Plea- 
lure ; Creatures that know,. own, condemn, de- 
þlore, yet ſtill purſue their own * 

: 'T | 
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The decayed Monuments of Error! The thin 
Remains of what is called Delight! Dr. 
Young. 
He only i is worthy of Eſteem, that hows 
what is juſt and honeſt, and dares do it ; 
that is Maſter of his own Paſſions, and Norm 
to be a Slave to another's: Such an one in 
the loweſt Poverty. is a far better Man and 
merits more Relpect, than thoſe gay Things, 
who owe all their Greatneſs and Reputation 
to their Rentals and Revenues. | 
When we pity thoſe that endure Sickneſs 
and Diſtreſs, or any other temporal Afflic- 
tions! Jet us remember, how much worle it 


is with the proſperous and gay Sinner, wih 


them who are given over to a reprobate 
Senſe, and are cut off in the midſt of their 
Wickednels. . F.. Parſons. 

We admire no Man for enjoying all bo- 


dily Pleaſures to the full; this may create 


him Envy, but not Eſteem: Whereas Wil- 


dom and Prudence, true Piety and Virtue, 


and all the Offices of Humanity, Charity, 


and Friendſhip, have the Praiſe and Com- 


mendation, even of thoſe who will not imi- 
tate them. The Wiſe and Good will be ever 
loved and honoured, as the Glory of human 
N ature. Dean Sherlock. 

Of all the Things this World affords us. 


the — and Enjoyment of Wildom 


alone 
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alone is immortal. A ſtrict Adherence to 
Virtue, aud a well-regulated Life, renders: 
our Pleaſures more ſold and laſting, 
| If we apply ourſelves ſeriouſly to Wit- 
dom, we ſhall never live without true Plea- 
ſure, but learn to be pleaſed with every 
Thing: We ſhall be pleaſed fo far with 
Wealth, as it makes us beneficial to others; 
with Poverty, for not having much to care 
jor; and with Obſcurity, for being unen- 
vied. Plutarch. 

The Great are under as much Dit: _ y 
to expend with Pleaſure, as the Mean to la- 
bour with Succeſs. Dr. Tung. 

There is a ſweet Pleaſure in Contemplation : . 
All others grow flat aud infipid upon fre- 
quent Uſe; and when a Man hath run thro' 
2 Set of Vanities, in the Declenſion of his 
Age he knows not what to do with himſelf, 
he cannot think, 

Religion is ſo far from barring Men any 
innocent Pleaſure, or Comfort of human 
Life, that it purifies the Pleaſares of it, and 
renders them more grateful and generous ; 
aud, beſides this, it brings mighty Plea- 
{ures of its own, thoſe of a glorious Hope. 
a lerene Mind. a calm and undiſturbed Con- 
ſcience, which do far outreliſh the moſt ſtu- 
died and artificial Luxuries, Dean Her- 
WER, 


There 
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There needs no Train of Servants, no 


Poinp or Equipage, to make good our WIR P. 
Paſſage to Heaven; but the Graces of an W 
honeſt Mind will ferve us upon the Way, 
and make us happy at our Journey's End, a 
Antca. | 
| fro 
ing 
88 7 _ Ey 
| Un 
Of Wowrn, Loves, and MAR EIA, | = 
| ed 
HE utmoſt of a Woman's Chatader is ein 
contained in domeſtic Life ; fiiſt. ber ma 
Piety towards Gon; aud next, in the doi 
Duties of a Daughter, a Wife, a Mother, dar 
and a Siſter. Speflator. can 
A prudent Woman is in the ſame Claſs I 
of Honour as a wife Man. Tatler. | Fa 
Nothing can atone for the Want of Mo- cho 
deſty and Innocence; without which Beauty ene 
is ungraceful, and Quality contemptible. JW ple: 


Speftator: | lem 
The Eiberality of Nature in the Perſon 1 
1s frequently attended with a Deficiency in doe 


the Underſtanding. | Ori 
Love cannot long . be concealed, where * 


it is; nor diſſembled, where it is not. 


K ocheſoucault, F 
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Agood Wife (ſays Solomon) is a good 
| Portion ; and there is nothing of ſo much 
Worth as a Mind well inſtructed. 
| Better is a Portion in a Wife, than with 
2 Wife. | 
Many of the Misfortunes in Families ariſe 
| from the trifling Way Women have in ſpend- 
ing their Time, and gratifying only their 
| Eyes and Ears, inſtead of their Reaſon and 
EL Underſtanding. Taler. | 
A Lady who 1s tender of her Reputation, 
| would not be pleaſed to hear herſelf applaud- 
ed for her great Skill in Singing and Dan- 
cing. Salluft, {peaking of Sempronia, a Wo— 
man of great Quality, Fut of a moſt aban- 
doned Character, obſerves, that ſhe ſung and 
danced with more Art and Grace, than be- 
came a virtuous Woman. | 
| There is nothing that wears out a fine 
| Face like the Vigils of the Card-table, and 
| thoſe cutting Paſſions which naturally at- 
| tend them. Flaggard Looks, and pale Com- 
| plextons, are the natural Indications of a 
temale Gameſter. Addiſon. | 
The plainer the Dreſs, with greater Luſtre 
| does Beauty appear. Virtue is the greateſt 
| Ornament, and good Senſe the beſt Equi- 
page. M. of Halltfax. 2 | 
It is always to be underſtood, that a La- 


dy 
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dy takes all you detract from the reſt of her 
Sex to be a Gift to her. Taller. 


A Woman had need be perfectly provid- 


ed of Virtue, to repair the Ruins of her 
Beauty. 

How vain are ſuch who are deſirous of 
Life, yet would avoid Old-age; as if i: 
were a Reproach to look old! Tell a Wo- 
man of her Age, and perhaps you make 
her as deeply bluſh, as if you accuſed her 
of Incontinency, Sir R. I' Ejtrange. 

An inviolable Fidelity, good Humour, 
and Complacency of Temper, in a Wife, 
outlive all the Charms of a fine Face, and 
make the Decays of it inviſible. Tatler. 

Women can ſoouer forgive great Indil- 
cretions, than ſmall Infidelities. Roche- 
Foucault. 

It is ſeldom ſeen, that beautiful Perſons 
are otherwiſe of great Virtue, Lord Ba- 
con. 

Howſoever a lewd Woman may pleale a 
Man for a Time, he will hate her in the 
End, and ſhe will ſtudy to ny him. Sir 
Walter Raleigh, 

A Woman of great Spirit, and little Un- 
derſtanding, expoſes herſelf to Deriſion and 
Reproach, and is deſpiſed where-eyer ſhe ap- 
pears. Yatler. 

| There 


and NIARRIAGE. 
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There are ſuch perverſe Creatures, that 
ſalh to lome Men's Lots, with whom it re- 
quires more than common Proficiency in 
P hiloſophy to be able to live. What charm- 
ing Companions for Life are ſuch Women ! 
Shhectator. , 

Alcibrades, being aſtoniſhed at Sverates's 
Patience, aſked him, How he could endure 
the perpetual Scolding of his Wife ! Why, 


laid he, as thoſe do who are accuſtomed to tic 


ordinary Notje of Wheels to draw Water. 

He that contemns a Shrew to the Degree 
of not deſcending to word it with her, does 
worle than beat her. Sir R. L' Eftrange. 

A certain bold Woman came to Gratzian, 
the Emperor, and with much Clamour com- 
plained to him of her Huſband : To whom 
he Emperor mildly ſaid, Woman, what are 
theſe Things to me ? Yes, faid ſhe ; for he 
hath alſo ſpoken many Things againſt thy 
Majefly : To which he then ſaid, Wenn 
and what is that to thee? 

Solid Love, whoſe Root is Virtue, can no 
more cite, than Virtue itſelf. Eraſmus. 

A Courteſan taking Notice to Gelon, King 
| of Syracuſe, that he had an ill Breath; he 
| alked his Wife, Why ſhe did not tell bim 
ol it? I thought, ſaid ſhe, that all Men's 
reath was alike, 
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164 Of Women, Love, 


Without Conſlancy, there 1s neither Love, 
Friendſhip, or Virtue, in the World. 


The Reputation of a Stateſman, the Credit 


of a Merchant, and the Modeſty of a H. 
man, prevail more than their Power, Riches, 
or Beauty. 

Sophocles, being aſked, What Harm be 
would wiſh to his Enemy? anſwered, Tl: 
he might love where he was not liked. 

It was a pleaſant Put-off of a Drdll, 
when one told him, he had got a very 
plain Woman to his Wife: Yes, ſaid he, I 
know I have; but I am now drinking to 
make her handſome. 

As the Poets repreſented the Graces under 


the Figures of Women, ſo the Fur ze too. 


Let a Woman be decked with all the Eim- 
belliſhments of Art, and Care of Nature: 

et, if Boldneſs be to be read in her Face, it 
blots all the Lines of Beauty. 

There ſcarce was ever any ſuch Thing un- 
der the Sun, as an inconſolable Widow : Gnet 
is no incurable Diſeaſe; but Time, Patience, 
and a little Philoſophy, with the Help of 
human Frailty and Addreſs, will do the 
Buſineſs. Sir R. L'Eflrange. 

A Woman's Bragging of her Virtue looks 
as if it coſt her ſo much Pains to get the 
better of herſelf, that the Inferences art 


very ridiculous M. of Halifax, 1 
| | | e 


and MARRIAGE. - 165 


He who gets a good Huſband for his 


Daughter, hath gained a Son; and he 


ho meets with a bad one, hath loſt a 


Daughter, 

The Emperor Conrade, when he beſieged 
Gue pe, Duke of Bavaria, would not ac- 
cept of any other Conditions, than that the 
Men ſhould be Priſoners ; but that the Wo- 
men might go out of the Town without 
Violation of their Honour, on Foot, and 


with ſo much only as they could carry 


about them: Which was no ſooner known, 
but they contrived preſently to carry out upon 
their Shioulgers, their Huſbands and Child- 
ten. and even the Duke himſelf. The Em- 


peror was fo affected with the Generolity of 
| the Action, that he treated the Duke and his 
| People ever after with great Humanity. 


In all the Characters we read of excellent 
Women, there is not a more illuſtrious 


| Inſtance of filial Piety, than in the Story of 
| Cimonus; who being caſt into Priſon, and 
| there adjudged to be ſtarved to Death, his 
| Daughter Xantiþpe fed him thro' the Iron- 
| Grate with the Milk of her own Breaſts. 


Themiſlocles, being aſked, how he would 


| marry his Daughter; whether to one of 


[mall Fortune, but honeſt; or to one that 


vas rich, but of an ill Reputation; made 
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166 Of Wouwursx, Lovs, &c. 


Anſwer, J had rather have a Man with out an 
Eſtate, than have an Eflate without a Nlan. 

When alter having dined too well, a 
Huſband is received at Home, without a 
Storm, or a reproachful Look, the Wire 
will naturally work out all in Kindnels; 
which a Wite ſhould encourage, let it be 
wrapt up in ever ſo much Impeitinence. 
NI. of Haliſax. 

When Sacrifices were offered to 7, 
who preſided over Marriages, the Gall ol the 
Victim was thrown behind the Altar, to 
thew, that no ſuch Thing eught to be 
among  marricd Perſons. | 

Though Sc!omon's Deſcription of a wile 
and good Woman may be thought tco 
mean and mechanical for this refined Gene- 
ration; yet certain it is, that the Buſineſs of 
a Family is the moſt profitable and the moſt 
honourable Study they can employ them- 
ſelves in. | 

The fureſt Way of governing, both a pri- 
vate Family, and a Kingdom, is for a Iul— 
band, and a Prince, to yield at certain I umes 
lomcthing of their Prerogative. 

Woman ſhould be acquainted, that no 
Beauty hath any Charms, but the inward 
one of the Mind ; and that a Graceſuluels 
in their Manners is much more ingaging 

than that of their Perſons: That 1 
3 ane 


Of Tzxuta, Lyixe, Oc. 167 


and Modeſty are the true and laſting Orna- 
ments: For ſhe that has theſe, is qualified 
as ſhe ought to be for the Management of 
i Family, for the educating of Children, 
for an Affection to her Huſband, and ſub- 
mitting to a prudent Way of Living, Theſe 
only are the Charms that render Waves 
amiable, and give them the beſt Title to 
our Reſpect. FEpidletus, 


Of TzuTH, Lyine, and DIS$IMULATIONs 


HERE is nothing fo delightful, ſays 

Plato, as the Hearing or the Speaking 
| of Truth: For this Reaſon there is no Con- 
| verfation ſo agreeable as that of the Man of 
| Integrity, who hears without any Deſign to 
betray, and ſpeaks without any Intention to 
deceive. $1 

Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, 
and needs nothing to help it out ; it is al- 
| ways near at Hand, and fits upon our Lips, 
and is ready to drop out before we are a- 
| ware; whereas a Lye is troubleſome, and 
lets a Man's Invention upon the Rack; and 
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168 Of Turn, LyIxG, 


one Trick needs a great many more to nike 
it good. Archbiſhop T uioifon. | 

Tricks and Treachery are the Pradiice 
of Fools, that have not Senſe enouch to 
be honeſt. 

Plain Truth muſt have plain Words ; ſhe 
is innocent, and accounts it no Shame 40 
be ſeen naked: Whereas the Hypocrite or 
Double-dealer ſhelters and hides himſelf in 
Ambiguities and Reſerves. Bona. 

Nothing appears ſo low and mean, as Ly- 
ing and Difſimulation; and it is obſervable, 
that only weak Animals endeavour to ſup— 
ply by Craft the Peſects of Strength, which 
Nature has not given them. 

Truth may be exprelied without Art or 
Affectation; but a Lye ſtands in need of 
both. 

Truth is born with us; and we muſt do 
Violence to Nature, to Woke off our Vera: 
city. St. Evremond. 

There never was a Hy pocrite ſo diſguil- 
ed, but he had ſome Mark or ct yet to 
be known by. 

Truth and Falſhood, like the Iron and 
Clay in Nebuckaduerigr* s Image, may 
cleave, but they will not incorporate, Loid 
Bacon. 

A Lyar is a Hector towards Gop, and 
Coward towards Men. , 

n 


— — — 


and DIiS$1MULATION. . 36g 


An honeſt Man is believed without an 
Oath ; for his Reputation ſwears for him, 
Nenvcrates was a Man of that Truth and Fi- 
delitv, that the Athenians gave him alone this 
Pr iviledge, That his Euidente ſiculd be lawful 
without Swearing, And it is faid of Fabria- 
s, that a Man might as well attempt to turn 


the Sun out of its Courſe, as bring lum to 


do a baſe or a diſhoneſt Action. 

Such was the ingenious Simplicity of the 
Primitive Chriſtians; they looked upon it 
as a Diſparagement to be put to their Oaths, 
thinking it ſufhcient for a good Man to give 
this Aſſurance of his Truth, I ſpeak uu 
They counted it an impious Thing even to 
diſſemble the Truth, and ſcorned to live up- 
on ſuch baſe Terms to be beholden to Hy- 
Pry for their Lives. 

It is common for Men, governed by hu- 
man Reaſon, to invent various Exceptions, 
to clude the Force of Verity. Nothing can 
be more deſpicable and baſe, than for a 
Man to ſpeak contrary to his own Know— 
ledge and Senſe of Things. 

Truth in every Thing is ſtill the ſame, 
and, like its great Author, can be but one; 
and the Sentence of Reaſon ſtands as firm 
as the Foundation of the Earth, Reaſon is 
cver allied to 'L ruth, 
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170 Of Tevurn, Lrixe, 
When a Man hath forſeited the Reputa. 


tion of his Integrity, he is ſet faſt ; and no- 
thing will then ſerve his Turn, neither 
Truth nor Falſhood. SpeFator. 

There are lying Looks, as well as ly— 
ing Words; diſſembling Smiles, deceiving 
Signs, and even a lying Silence. 

That Kind of Deceit which is cunningly 
laid, and ſmoothly carried on, under a Dil- 
guiſe of Friendſhip, as of all others the moſt 
impious and deteſtable. 

Not to intend what thou ſpeakeſt is to 
give thine Heart the Lye with thy Tongue: 
Not to perform what thou promileſt is to 
give thy Tongue the Lye with thine Actions, 

A Man who is r:ghtly honeſt looks not to 
what he might do, but to what he ſhould: 
He wears always the ſame Countenance; 


ſpeaks the Truth: His Checks are never 
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Nained with the Bluſhes of Recantation ; nor | 
does his Tongue faulter to make good a 
Lye with the ſecret Gloſſes of a double or 
reſerved Meaning. c 
There is a Kind of Magic in Truth, 1 
which forcibly carries the Mind along with c 
it. Men readily embrace the Dictates of 
fincere Reaſon, a 
| Ariſtotle lays it down for a Maxim, That 1 
4 brave Man is clear in his Diſcourſe, aud b 


keeps cloſe to Truth. And Plutarch calls Ly- 
ing, the Vice of a Slave, | ; 
Tn Nothing 


and DisSIMULATION. 171 


Nothing can be more unjuit or ungene- 
10us, than to play upon the Belief of an 
larmleſs Perſon; to make him fuller for 
his good Opinion, and fare the worſe for 
thinking me an /one/l Man. 

It would be more obliging to fay plainly, 
e can't do what is deſired, than to amuſe 
People with ſair Words; which olten puts 
them upon falſe Meaſures. 

Great Men muſt go and meet Truth, if 
they are deſirous to know eit; for none will 
carry it to them, e 

There cannot be a greater Treachery, 
than firſt to raiſe a Confidence, and then 
deceive it. Spedlator. 

It is eaſy to tell a Lye, hard to tell but a Lye. 
One Lye requires many more to maintain it 
Hypocritical Piety is double Iniquity. 

There is no Vice, that doth ſo cover a 
Man with Shame, as to be found falſe and 
perfidious. Lord Bacon. | 
Truth alone, without Eloquence, is ſufh- 

ciently powerful and perſuaſive ; and ſtands 

in Need of no fludied and artificial Practi- 
ces to vindicate and recommend it. 
| SOSrcerity is to [peak as we think; to do 
as we pretend and profeſs; to perform and 
make good what we promile ; and really to 
be what we would ſeem and appear to be. 

Archbiſhop T7/lotſon. 
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1774 Of Taurn, Evinc, 


A great Man, on a certain Affair, being 
aſked by Heliogabalus, how he durſt be ſo 
plain? Becauſe, ſaid he, I dare die: I can 
but die, if I ſpeak the Truth ; and I mult 
die, if I flatter. 

I had rather, ſaid Lucian, pleaſe by tel- 
ling Truth, than be diverting in telling 
Tales; becauſe, 1{ I be not agreeable, I may 
be afeful | 

The moſt Deccitful are moſt ſuſpectſul. 

We muſt not always ſpeak all that we 


know; that were Folly: But what a Man 


lays ſhould be what he thinks, otherwiſe it 
is Knavery. All a Man can get by lying 
and diſſembling, is, that he ſhall not be be- 
lieved when he ſpeaks Truth. Montagne, 

A Lyar is ſubject to two Misfortunes; 
neither to believe, nor to be believed. 

All the ſeeming Family Endearment, Com- 
fort, and Complacency, which we figure to 
ourſelves at a Diſtance, what is it (too often !) 


but mutual Attacks on the Peace, Plots on 


the Riches, Hopes from the Sickneſs, and 


Joy from the Deaths, of each other ? Dr. 


1 

Did Men take as much Care to mend, as 
they do to conceal their Failings, they would 
both ſpare themſelves that Trouble which 


Diſſimulatiou puts them to; and gain, over 
and 
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and DISSIMULATION, 173 


and above, the Commendations they aſpire 
to by their ſeeming Virtues. | 

If Falſhood, like Truth, had but one 
Face only, we ſhould be upon better Terms; 
for we ſhould then take the Contrary to 
what the Lyar ſays, for certain Truth. 
Montaigne. 

An Hypocrite is under perpetüal Con- 
ſtraint: An what a Torment muſt it be for 
a Man always to appear diſtcrent from what 

» really is!  Charron. 

Lying 1s a Vice ſo very infamous, that the 
greateſt Lyars cannot bear it in other Men, 

The Egyptian Princes were uſed to wear 
a golden Chain beſet with precious Stones, 
which they ſliled Truth, intimating, that to 
be the molt illuſtrious Ornament. 

Since Speech is the great Giſt that diſtin— 
guiſhes Men from Beaſts, how unworthy 
are they that falſify it! No Creature has de- 
ceittul Cries, except that Animal bred on 
the Banks of Nie. Tis only Man that 
perverts the Ule of his Voice. 
| Nothing is more noble, nothing more ve- 

nerable, than Fidelity; Faithfulnels and 
Truth are the moſt ſacred Excellencics and 
Endowments of the human Mind. Cicero. 

Truth is ſo great a Perfection (ſays H- 
tlagora⸗ that, if Gop would render himſelf 

ville 


74 MISCELLANIES. 


viſible to Men, he would chuſe L:ght for his 
Body, and Truthi tor his Soul. 


MISCEL ES RLEES. 


| 
O one can be in a more unhappy Cir- | 
cumſtance, than to have neither an q 
Ability to give or take Inſtruction. 
It is impoliible to make People under- 
land their Tenorance; for it requires Know- G 
ledge to perceive it; and therefore he that 
can perceive it, hath it not. Biſhop Taylor. i 
There is a Sort of Economy in Provi- 5 
dence, that one ſhall excel, where another 
is defective, in order to make Men more ule- WM & 
ful to each other, and mix them in Society, 5 
Spedator. 1 
Anotoledge is the Treaſure. but Jug 
the Tr caſurer, of a wiſe Man. | B 
Where the Senſes, and their Perceptions, Ml vi 
are vigorouſly employed, there the Intellec- (? 
tual Powers ceaſe to act. a 
It is no Diminution to have been in the 
Wrong: Perfection is not the Attribute oi th 
Man. opectator. k 


'The wile Heathens were glad to immor- 


taliſe any one ſcrviccable Gift, and ee 
al 


» 


NIISCELLANIFES. 173 


all Imperſections in the Perſon who had it. 
Toller. > 

A Man's Wiſdom, CfEconomv, good Senle, 
and Skill in human Life, if he be under 
Mislortune, are of little Uſe to him in the 
Diſpoſition of any Thing. Spedlator. 

It is obſerved in the Courle of worldly 
Things, that Men's Fortunes are oftener 
made by their 'Longues, than by their Vir- 
lues; and more Men's Fortunes overthrown 
thereby, than by their Vices. Sir IWalter 
Raleigh. „ | | 

1ho' Wit be lively and mantling, 'tis not 
ollen that it carries a great Body with it. 

[tis a noble science to know one's ſelf 
well; and a noble Courage to know how to 


vield. 


There are four good Mothers, of whom are 


delten born four unhappy Daughters : Truth 
begets Hatred, I'roſperity Pride, Security 


Danger, and Familiarity Contempt. 

Some will read over, or rather over read a 
Book, with a View only to find Fault: Like 
venomous Siders, extracting a poiſonous 
Ouality, were the induſtrious Bees fip out 


a ſweet and profitable Juice. 


Men, like Watches, are to be valued for 


| their Goings. 


It is ſuthcient, that every one in this Life 
do that well which belongs to his Calling. 
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176 Mis cELLANIES, 


It was a good Fancy. in him that cut in 
one Stone three Faces, a Child's, a young 
Man's, and an old Man' 6 admitting, as it 
were, no Difference, thave being ſo ſhort a 
Space of I ime betwixt them. Cardan, 

Frugality is good, if Liberality be joined 
With it. 

There is no wiſe and good Man, that 
would change Perſons and Conditions iu- 


tirely with any Man in the World. 


| When a Man draws himſelf into a nar- 
row Compaſs, Fortune has the leaſt Mark 
at him. 

The wiſeſt of Men 3 their Follies, 
the beſt have their Failings, and the moſt 
temperate have, now- -and- then, their Ex- 
ceſſe s. 

An univerſal A plane ie ſeldom le's than 
tro. Thirds of 'a Scandal. Sir K. 
L' Eſlrange. 

In this pleaſant and jocular Age, it 1 
generally looked upon as a far more gentce! 
and faſhionable Quality for a Man to be 
witty, than wile. | 

Ihe beſt Way to ſecure Obſervance 15, 
not to iuſiſt too violently upon it. 

None are ſo invincible as your half-wited 
People; who know juſt enough to e- cite 
their Pride, but not ſo much as to cure their 


Ignorance. | 
: One 


One proffering to ſhew Themztocles the 
Art of Memory, he anſwered, he had mucty 


rather he would teach him that of Forget- 


fulnels. 


A Man had better be poiſoned in his 


Blood, than in his Principles. 

There was a Soldier that vaunted before 
Julius Cæſar of the Scars he had received 
on his Face: Ceſar, knowing him to be a 
Coward, told him, You had beſt take heed, 
next Time you run away, how you look 
back. = 

Wiſe Men mingle innocent Mirth with 
their Cares, as an Help either to forget 
them, or overcome them: But to be in- 
temperate, for the Eaſe of one's Mind, 1s to 
cure Melancholy with Madueſs. 


It is in all Things a profitable Wiſdom, 


to know when we have done enough. 
Frugality is a fair Fortune, and Induſtry 
a good Eſtate. | 

No Creatures in the whole World, but 
Men, glory and triumph in the Deſtruction 
of their own Species. Man 1s the only jar- 
ring String that ſpoils the Concord of the 
whole Greation. 

Some ſee the Errors and Follies of Man— 
kind, and only make a Jeſt of them : They 
divert and entertain themſelves and others, 
by a comical Repreſentation of a very tra- 
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178 M3SCELLANIES. 


g. 
to teach Men Truth and Virtue, than merely 
to expole Falſhood and Vice. 

Mutability is the Badge of Infirmity, I: 
is ſeldom, that a Man continues to wiſh and 
delign the fame Thing two Days together, 
Now he is for Marrying; and by-and-by a 
Miſtrels is preferred before a Wife: Now 
he is ambitious and aſpiring; preſently the 
meaneſt Servant is not more humble than 
he: This Hour he ſquanders his Money 
away; the next he turns Mifer : Sometimes 
he is Irugaland ferious ; at other Times pro- 
juſe, airy, and gay, Charron. | 

HI Qualities are catching, as well as Diſ- 
eaſes ; and the Mind is at leaſt as much, if 
not a great deal more, liable to Infection, 
than the Body. | : IT 

There needs but one bad Inclination to 
make a Man vicious; but many good orcs 
are necellary to make him virtuous. | 

They who have an honeſt and engaging 
I ook, ought to ſuffer double Puniſhment, 
if they belye it in their Actions. 

Every Medal has its Reverſe: Every 
Convenience carrics its Abatement. 

Experience can never be infallible, be- 
cauſe Events arc conſtantly unlike one al- 
other, : 


gical Thing: as if no more were neceliar. 


The 
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The Soul is always buſy ; and, if it be 


not exerciſed about ſerious Affairs, will ſpend 
its Activity upon Trifles. 

For a Man to ſee and acknowledge his 
own Ignorance and Defects; to pretend to 
no more than he really bath, and is; this 
lingle Quality argues fo mach Judgment, 
that there are ferv better Teſtimonies to be 
given of it. Charron 

By other Faults, wiſe Men correct their 


OWNs 


It was ſaid by Diogenes, that, to live well, 


one muſt oppoſe Nature to Law, Reaſon to 
Paſſion, and Reſolution to Fortune. 

He chat maketh others ſear him, hath 
Reaſon to fear them. 

Experience is the beſt Adviſer ; but it is 
better to learn by others, than our own. 

We do not want Precepts ſo much as Pat- 
terns, favs Pliny; and Example is the ſoſt- 
eſt and leaſt invidious Way of commaud- 
ing. | 
Not to be addicted too much to any 
one Thing, is the moſt excellent Rule of 
Life, 

Paſt Enjoyments do not alleviate preſent 
Evils : ke” fog the Evils a Man has enqdur- 
ed, heighten the preſent Satisfactions. 


Only that which is honeſtly got, is Gain. 
It 
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It is a ſtanding Rule in Philoſophy, Never 
to make the Opinion of Others the Meaſure 
of our Behaviour, 

Reaſon is blinded by Affection. 

If you ſeem to approve of another Man's 
Wit, he will allow you to have Judgment. 
Guardian. 

That which is known to ak Perſons, 
is no Secret. 

No Man has a thorough Taſte of 
Proſperity, to whom Adverſity never hap- 
pened. 

It was a noble Say ing of the Lacedæmoni- 
ans, That they inquired not ſo much how 
many their Enemies were, but where they 
were. 

King Fohn being imported by a Cour- 
tier to untomb the Bones of a certain Per- 
lon, who in his Life-time had been his 
great Enemy: No, no, replied the King, 
I with all my Enemies were as honourably 
buried, 

One good Head is better than a grea: 
many Hands. 

It is much greater Kindneſs not to ſuffer 
us to fall, than to lend a Hand, to liſt us 
up. And a greater Satisfaction to be 
kindly received, and obtain nothing, thai 
obtain what we deſire, after having beer 
expoſed. | | 1 

65 


That Wich! is beſtowed too late, is next to 


both in laughing and crying, Charron. 


MISCELLANIES. 181 


Requeſts coſt a Reluctancy of Nature, 
fearing to receive the Diſcourieſy ofa Denial. 


not giving. Gracian. 


Hope deferred maketh the Heart ſick. 

Pleaſure and Pain, tho' the moſt unlike 
that can be, are yet ſo contrived by Na- 
ture, as to be conſtant Companions; and it 
is not amiſs to obſerve, that the ſame Mo- 
tions and Muſcles of the Face are employed 
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Small Tranfgreſſions, become great by 
frequent Repetition : As ſmall Expences, 
multiplied, inſenſibly waſte a large Re- 
venue. | 

When our Vices leave us, we flatter our- 
ſelves, that we leave them. 

At twenty Years of Age the Will reigns; 
at thirty the Wit; and at forty the Judg- 
ment. Gracaan. 

He 1s as great a Fool that laughs at all 
Things, as he that frets at every Thing. 

There is nothing but is ominous to the 
Superſtitious. c 

Voluntary Rigour and Toru is unna- 
tural; and it is as ridiculous to hate cheap 
and eaſy Conveniencies, as it is mad and 
fooliſh to purchaſe expenſive and uncom- 
mon Delicacies. Charron. 


All Countries arc a wie Man's Home. 
Ins I 
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Invention 1s the Portion of ready Wis, 
and good Choice that of ſolid Judgment. 

It is eaſier to preſerve Health, than to 
recover it; and to prevent Diſeaſes, than to 
cure them. 

All Objects loſe by too familiar View, 
Dryden. 

The beſt Things, when raped, be- 
come the worſt, 

As no Man lives ſo happy, but to ſome 
as Life would ſeem unpleaſant ; ſo we find 
none ſo miſerable, but one ſhall hear of 
another that would change Calamities with 
1 him. 

1 The more Strength the Body loſes, the 

| more the Soul acquires. 

4 Form is good, but not Formality. 

* A talkative Fellow, willing to learn of Jo- 
crates, he aſked him double his uſual Price; 
becauſe, ſaid he, I muſt both teach him to 
ſpeak, and tb hold his Tongue. | 

We ſhould chuſe to bear the Hatred of 
evil Men, rather than deſerve their juſt M 
Accuſation, after ſerving their baſe Ends. W 
 Plutarch, : 

By the Rules of Juſtice, no Man oug': 
to be ridiculed for any Imperfection, who WW 
does not ſet up for eminent Sufficiency in 1 


that Way wherein he is defective. Pe 
; | . 0 


2 
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To jud ge impartially, we are to put Men's 
zood Qualities in the Balance againſt their 


bad ones; and, if the Scale of the firſt out- 


weighs, the latter ought not to be brought 
mto Account. E 

He that is aſhamed to be ſeen in a mean 
Condition, would be proud of a ſplendid 
one. Seneca. 

If I had Money, ſays Socrates, 1 would 
buy me a Cloak. They that knew he wanted 
one, ſhould have prevented the very Inti- 
mation of that Want. 

He that is little in his own Eyes, will not 
be troubled to be thought ſo in others. 

No Cameleon puts on ſo many Colours, 


or Proteus aſſumes lo many Shapes, as Man 


his Reſolutions. 
Nothing violent is of long Continuance. 
Seneca. 
It is commonly ſaid, That the j uſteſt Di- 
vidend Nature has given of her Favours, is 
chat of Senſe; for there is none that is not 
contented with his Share, * 
It is as great a Point of Wiſdom to hide 
Ienorance, as to diſcover Knowledge. 
Geographers, dividing the World into 
thirty Parts, give us this Account of them : 
That but five of thoſe thirty are Chriſtrans, 
and, for the reſt, fix of them are Jew and 
Ma- 


— — — — 


ey — : 
r 


Soni rr ͤ ͤ‚˖r¹Z oy er _—_—c<_—_—_r_CCC.crc r -. % 
* 0 I — — - ä — — tc 


r 


— — 


© —— 


"2 47 
#2 T7 


184 MiscEkLLANIES. 


Mahometan, and the remaining nineteen per 


fect Heathen. 
No evil Action can be well done; but a 


good one may be ill done. 


To know how to forget is a Happineſs, 


rather than an Art. Thoſe Things are 


generally beſt remembered, which ought 


moſt to be forgot. Sometimes the Remedy 
of an Evil conſiſts in forgetting it; and 
that Time it is we commonly ſorget the 


Remedy. 


Let a Man do his beſt, and the World may 


do its wörſt. 

It was ſmartly ſaid by the Egyptian, as 
being aſked, What it was he carried ſo 
clolely ? replied, It was therefore covered, 
that it might be ſecret. 

Amongſt the beſt of Men there 1s hardly 
one to be found, but he is liable to be 
hanged ten Times in his Life, if all his 
Actions and '] houghts were ſtrictly to be 
examined, We are lo far from being gocd, 
according to the Laws of Gov, that we can- 
not be ſo according to our own. Montagne. 

The moſt Things in this World are per— 
ſectly impeiſedt; and the beſt Things but 
imperſectly perfect 

Ihe Habit makes not the Monk. 

He that ſhoots at the Stars, may hurt 
himſelf, but not endanger them, 

( 


If 
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It was bravely faid by Antizonus, who in 
a Sca-battle being told, That his Eueinics 
exceeded him in Number, he aſked the 
Reporter, Againſt how many he reckoned 
him ? 5 | 

The moſt Provident have commonly 
more to ſpare, than Men of great For- 
tunes, | 

A mean Freedom is more naturally deſir- 
ed than a golden Servitude. Fetters of Gold 
are ſlill Fetters. 


There is no Courſe of Life ſo weak, as 


that whicli is carried on by exact Rule and 
Diſcipline: The leaſt Debauch to ſuch a 
Man will ruin him. Montaigne. 

An Evenneſs of Living hath too much 
of Confinement in it: Men will be rather 
more or leſs, than always the ſame. 

Difhculty of Atchievements ſtupiſies the 
Sluggard, adviſes the Prudent, terrifies the 
Fearful, and animates the Courageous, 

Honeſty is filently commended even b 
the Practice of the moſt Wicked; for their 
Deceit is under its Colour. 

It is not eaſy to impoſe the Tongue's Si- 
lence upon the Heart's Grievance. 

He that would win the Game, maſt look 
more upon the Mark, than the Money ; if 
he hits the one, he takes the other. 

| | Thoſe 
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Thoſe who are unwilling to do us any 
Services, are never unprovided of Excuſes. 

It 1s Jets Diſhonourable to diſlodge an 
Army 1n the Dark, than to be beaten in the 
Light. | OO 

It is inhuman and arrogant to inſult over 
a penitent Delinquent. . 

In 1aly their ordinary Form of aſking is, 
Do Good for your own Sake. 

A good Cauſe makes a courageous Heart: 
They that fear an Overthrow, are half con- 
quered. I 
| The World can never be ſo bad, but an 
it honeſt Man will at one Time or other bc 
| thought good for ſomcthing 
4 As Civil Diſſentions are the moſt unna- 
tural, ſo nothing can appear more aſtoniſh- 
ing, than a War without an Enemy. 

Sudden Joy may kill, as well as ſudien 
Grief. Diagorious Rhodins, hearing his three 
Sons were victorious at the Olympic Games, 


<= wa VT 


in one Day, died immediately in that 1 ravi- . 
port of Joy. And the Story of YU, the i 

famous Painter, is yet more ſtrange ; who ll * 
having made the Portraiture of an od \\o- L 
man, very oddly, he died with laughing a 


the Conceit. 1 | 
He that ſcoffs at the Crooked, had need i l 
to go very upright hunſell, 
| _ Alary 
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Many a Man would be extremely ridicu- 
Jous, if he did not ſpoil the Jeſt by playing 
upon himſelf firſt, 

A tree that 1s every Year tranſplanted, wil} 
never bear Fruit, and a Mind that is always 
hurried from its proper Station, will ſcarce 


ever do good in any. 


An Over-Regularity i is next to a Defor- 
mity. 

The Dutch have a good Proverb, Theſis 
never enrich, Alms ncver n hover il, Prayers 
inder no Work. 

It is a known Story of a Friar, who on 
1 Faſting-day bid his Capor be Carp, and. 


| then very canonically eat it; and by ſucli 


2 tranſubſtantiating Power our Wits bid 


all Seriouſneſs and Conſideration be For- 
mality and Foppery, and then under that 


Name endeavour to drive 1t out of the 


| World. 
One may be a. good Adviler, though an 


Ul Sollicitor. 
There is as much Difference betwixt Wit 


| and Wiſdom, as betwixt the Talent of a 
W Buttoon and a Stateſman; and yet, in the 
| ordinary Courſe of the World, one paſſes 
olten for the other. 


Mercy to the Evil proves Cruelty to the 


R e 


Innocent. 
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He that ſhoots an Arrow in Jeſt may ki! 
a Man in Earneſt. : 

No Men are ſo often in the Wren? 
as thoſe who pretend to be always in the 
Right, 

Ile gets a double Victory who overcome; 
Himlelf, when he doth his Enemy. 

He hath a good Judgment, that relicth not 
wholly upon his own. 

We can no more correct all ill Opinions in 
the World, than heal all the Diſtempcts that 
Are in it. 

There is as much Wiſdom in bearing with 
other People's Defects, as in being ſenſble 
_of their good Qualities ; and we ſhould make 
the Follies of others rather a Warning 
and Inſtruction to ourſelves, than a Subjec: | | 
of Mirth and Mockery of thoſe that con- 
mit them. Rockefoucault. | 

When we commend good and noble A- þ 
tions, we make them, in ſome Meaſure, our 


own. 
There are Men of Prey, as well as Beals 


RPE). 
When a Man owns himſelf to be in an 
Error, he does but tell you in other \Words, 
that he is wiſer than he was. Dean Swi/t 
He that thinks of many Things, thinks 
of nothing; and he that would go ſevelal 
Ways, ſtands ſtill. 
Forgetting of a Wrong is à mild Ke. 
venge. | jt 


| to 


| to 
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| King Phultþ, who diſputed with him about 

his Playing : God forbid ! ſaid he, that your 
Majeſty ſhould be ſo unhappy as to under- 
| {and a Fiddle better than J do: 

There is no contending witlr Neceſſity ; a; 
and we ſhould be very tender how we cenſure: 
thoſe that ſubmit to it. It is one Thing to 
te at Liberty to do what we will, and ano- 
ther Thing to be tied up to do what we mult. 
Sir R. L Eftrange. 

The only Way to be happy and quiet 
is, to make all Contingencies indifferent to 
us. 

A divided Family can no more ſtand than: 
a divided Commonwealth. 

They who live under a Tyranny, and have: 
I:arned to admire its Power as ſacred and. 
uvine, are debauched as much in their Re- 
er, as in their Morals, Earl of 8 
W 1:77. 

There are none that fall ſo unpitied, as 
thoſe that have raiſed themſelves upon the 
Spoils of the Public. 
| One genera] Mark of an Impoſtor is, that 

he outdoes the Original. 

It is good to recti our Natures, but not 


alls 


1 20 
Ids, 


4 % to force them. 
„ Men can better ſuffer to be denied, than 
& | 
to be deceived, 
Ne. = YT | The 


it 


It was a civil Reprehenſion of a Fidler to 
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The Cifts of the Mind are able to cover 
the Defeats of the Body; but the Perfections 
of the Body cannot hide the Im perfections 
of the Mind. 

They that feed on Wiſdom, ſhall yet be 


hungry; and they that drink her, ſhall yet 


be thirſty. | 

A Man that doth the beſt he can, doth all 
that he ſhould do. 

In Nature nothing 1s en, 4, 
20ʃle. 

Fortune is never more deceitful, than 
when ſhe ſeemeth moſt to favour. He that 
is Cræſus To-day, may be Codrus To- mor- 
row. 

As Dreams are the Fancies of thoſe that 
ſleep, ſo Fancies are but the Dreams of Men 


awake. 

'The Arongeſ Heads are commonly the 
oct. 

An Habit of Secrecy is both politic and 
moral. 

Counſel and Wiſdom atchieve more and 
greater Exploits than Force. 
Cato obſerved, that wiſe Men learn more 
by Fools, than Fools by wiſe Men; for 
they ſee their Weaknels, to avoid it; theſc 
conſider not their Virtues, to imitate them. 

A certain Perſon being aſked how old he 


Was; anlwered, He was in Health: Being 
aſked 
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aſked how rich he was, he ſaid, He was not 
in Debt. | 

The Pity ci Tears only is too wateriſh to 

| do good. | 

Nothing promotes Fixation of Thought 
more than the Cloſing of our Eyes; for, ac- 
cording to the Arabian Proverb, When the 

| five Windows, thoſe of the Senſe, are ſhut- 
up, the Houſe of the Mind 1s then fulleſt of: 
ligen, 
Mins Men adore the Sun riſing than che. 
| Sun ſetting. 

That is done ſoon enough which is done 
well enough. | 

It is the Intention, morally. ſpeaking, 
that makes the Action good or bad; and: 
even Brutes themſelves will put a Dif- 
ſcrence betwixt Harms of IIIl-will and Mil-- 
chance. | 

He that follows Nature, is never out of 
his Way. Nature is fometimes ſubdued, but: 
leldom extinguiſhed, Lord Bacon. 

To be eminent in a low Profeſhon is to 
be great in little, and ſomething . in no- 
ting. | | 

We read of an Aſtrologer, that foretold his - 
own End to the very Day and Hour : He 
lived perfectly in Health till the laſt Minute 
o his Time, and then hanged himſelf for 

| the Honour of his Prediction, 
R 3 Money 
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Money makes not ſo many true Friends 

as it makes Enemies. 
Man, at the beſt, is but a Compoſition of 
Good and Evil. Diamonds have Flaws, and 
Roſes have Prickles: The Sun has its Shade, 
aud the Moon her Spots. 

Civility has a kind of Charm that attracts 
the Love of all Men ; and too much is bet- 
ter than to ſhew too little. 

He that contends with natural Averſions, 
doth the ſame Thing as if he undertook to 
cure incurable Diſeaſes. 

He hath made a good Progreſs in Buſi- 
neſs, that hath thought well of it beforehand, 
Some do firſt, and think afterwards. 

It is not ſo painfal to an honeſt Man to 
want Money, as it is to owe it. 

It is better to ſuffer without a Cauſe, than 
that there ſhould be a Cauſe for our Suf— 
fering. 5 

The leſs Wit a Man has, the leſs he knows 
that he wants it. 

A Heart without Secrecy is an open Let— 
ter for every one to read. | 

Thoſe beſt can bear Reproof, who merit 
Praife. | 

The Itch of knowing Secrets is naturally 
accompanied with another Itch of Zeng 
them, | iu 
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Tn all Fortunes and Extremes, a great 
Soul will never want Matter to work upon : 
There is no Condition, but what fits well 
upon a wiſe Man, 

He that hinders not a Miſchief when it is 
in his Power, is guilty. of it. 

There's no Rule that is not liable to ſome 
Exception or other, ſaving that very Rule 
itſelf. | 

He that has feweſt Faults, has conſtruc- 
tively none at all, becauſe it is a common 
Caſe: But no Man has more Faults, than 
he that pretends to have none. 

We may hate Men's Vices, without any 
I11-will to their Perſons ; but we cannot help 


deſpiſing thoſe that have no Kind of Virtue 


to recommend them. 

Precipitation ruins the beſt-laid De- 
ſens; whereas Patience ripens the moſt 
difficult, and renders the Execution of them 


caly, 


Doing Juſtice to worthy Qualities is a 
Credit to our Judgment, 

A ſprightly generous Horſe is able to car- 
Ty a Pack- ſaddle as well as ar Aſs ; but he 
is too good to be put to the Drudgery. 
Dean Su. 


Though an Action be ever fo glorious i in 


ulelf, it ought not to pals for great, if it be 
not 
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not the Effect of Wiſdom and good De- 


wn. -- 

Ihe Living ſtrictly by Rule for the 
Preſervation of Health is a troubleſome D:/- 
eaſe. | 
When two Perſons compliment one 
another with the Choice of any Thing, each 
of them generally gets that which he likes 
leaſt. Dean Swzft, 

It was a Maxim with Ceſar, That we 
_ ought to reckon we have done nothing, ſo 
long as any Thing remains to be done. 

What is rational carries its own Weight. 

Too auſicre a Philoſophy makes few 
wiſe Men ; too rigorous Politics, few good 
Subjects; too hard a Religion, few religious 
Perlons, whoſe Devotion is of long Conti- 
nuance, &. Euremond. 

It is in vain to charm the Ears, or 
gratify the Eyes, if the Mind be not ſatiſ- 
aa. 

To be a Cynic is as bad as to be a Hco- 
phant, | 

He that writes an inſipid Panygeric upon 
another, libels himſelf. Vorture. 

How different ſoever Men's Fortunes may 
be, there is always ſomething or other that 
balances the Ill and the Good, and makes all 
even at laſt, : 

: . He 


„ 
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e that would be ſure to have his Buſi— 


neſs well done, muſt either do it himſelf, 


or ſee the doing of it. 

A great Part of Mankind employ their 
firſt Years to make their laſt miſerable. 

The Oracle of Apollo at Delphi, being 
alked, Why Jubiler ſhould be the Chief ot 


the Gods, ſince Mars was the beſt Soldier? 


made this Anſwer : Mars 1s valiant, but Ju- 

{iter is wile, 1 | 

It is eaſier to avoid a Fault than to acquire 

a Perfection L 1 
Men of indifferent Parts are apt to con- 

demn every Thing above their own Capa- 

city. He muſt be a very unfit Judge of 


Wit, who innocently believes, that he has 


himſelf as much as any Maa needs to 
| have. | 


The ſame Rule, that a Diſeaſe well known 
5 half cured, holds as true in the Diſtempers 
of the Mind, as in the Indiſpoſitions of the 
Dody. 

It is difficult for a Man to have Senſe, 


- and be a Knave: A true and ſolid Genius 


conducts to Order, Truth, and Virtue. 

A great many People are ſond of Books, 
as they are of Furniture; to dreſs and ſet 
off their Rooms, more than to adorn and 
enrich their Minds. i; 


-If 
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If a Man cannot find Eaſe within him— 
ſelf, it is to little Purpoſe to ſeek it any-whete 
elle. | | 
Thoſe are preſumed to be the beſt Coun- 
ſels, which come from them that adviſe a- 
gainſt their own Intereſt. 

One Month in the School of Affliction 
will teach us more Wiſdom, than the grave 
Precepts of Ari/totle in ſeven Years. 

Remove the Cauſe, and the Effect will 
ceaſe, | 

Gentleneſs 1s the beſt Way to make a 
Man loved and reſpected in his Family : He | 
makes himſelf contemptible, when he talks 
paſſionately to his Servants, for no Reaſon 
but to ſhew his Authority. 

It is dangerous to attack a Man you have 
deprived of all Means to eſcape, 

There 1s nothing more to be wondered at, 
than that Men who have lived long, ſhould 
wonder at any Thing. a 

None but thoſe we are nearly concerned 
for, or are to anſwer for, ſhould make us 
ſollicitous about their Conduct. The Way 
to live eaſy is to mind our own Buſineſs, 
and leave others to take Care of theirs. 

Men may give good Advice; but they 
cannot give the Senſe to make a right Ulc 


ol it. 
Advice, 


» OO CO mw 


W.- 
ph 


„ 


MisCELLANIES 197 


Advice, like Phyſic, ſhould be ſo ſweet- 
ened and prepared, as to be made-palata- 
ble; or Nature may be apt to revolt againſt 
Il, | , 
When there arc ſo many Thouſands of 
Dangers hovering about us, What Wonder 
is it, if one comes to hit at laſt | 7 

A Man is ſeldom ſucceſsful, that is diſſi- 
dent of himſelf. 

All Fools are not Knaves ; but all Knaves 
are Fools. 

It goes a great Way towards making a 
Man faithful, to let him underſtand, that 
you think him ſo; and he that does but 
luſpect that I will deceive him, gives me a 
kind of Right to cozen him. = 

Thoſe who believe all the Good ſpoken 
of themſelves, and all the Evil ſpoken of 


others, are unhappily miſtaken on both 
Sides. | 


Reading ſerves for Delight for Ornament, 
and for Ability ; it perfecls Nature, and 1s 


per lfected by Experience. 


7 eo 


Zination by Reaſon; rejea Opinion, an 


be any Part of your Concern. Epde!ns. 
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COUNSEL:S, 


HERE ſeems, ſays Seneca, to be ſo near 

an Affinity betwixt Wiſdom, Philo- 
ſophy, and good Counſels, that it is rather 
Matter of Curioſity, than of Prolit, to divide 
them, 
Good Counſel is caſt away upon the Ar- 
rogant, the Self-conccited, or the Stupid; 
who are either too proud to take it, or toy 
heavy to underſtand it. 
Plato often inculcates this great Preccpt, 
Do thine own Work, and know thyſelf. 
If you will be happy, correct your Ina- 


live according to Nature. 

Let Reaſon go before every Enterpriſe 
and Counſcl before every Action. 

Be not diverted from vour Duty by any 
idle Reflections the filly World may make 
upon you; for their Cenſures are not in 
your Power, and conſequently ſhould no- 


Reſt ſatisfied with doing well, ad leave 


others to talk of you what they pleaſe, 
| Pitch | 


On. 


puch upon that Courle of Life which is 
the moſt excellent, and Cuſtom will render 
it the moſt delightful. Pjthagoras. 

Rather avoid thoſe Vices you are natu- 


| rally inclined to, than aun at thoſe Excel- 
| lencies and Perſections which you were ne- 


ver made for. Cicero. 
Live in Peace with all Men; nevertheleſs 
have but one Counſellor of a Thouſand. 
Never defer that till To-morrow, which 


vou can do Jo day: Never do that by 


Proxy, which you can do yourlelf, 
Deliberate long of what thou canſt do but 
once. 
When the Idea of any Pleaſure ſtrikes 


your Imagination, make a jult Computa- 


tion between the Duration of the Pleaſure, 
and that of the Repentance ſure to 1 
it. Epidletus. 


Be always at Leiſure to do Good; never 
make Buſineſs an Excuſe to decline the Of. 


* of Humanity. I. Aurelius. 


Do Good with what thou haſt, or it will 


do thee no Good, 
| Avoid all Sourneſs and Auſterity of Man- 


ders: Virtue is a pleaſant and agreeable 


| Quality ; and gay and civil Wiſdom is al- 


Ways engaging, 
Forget others Faults, and remember thine 


8 Whatever 
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Whatever you diſlike in another Perlen, 
take Care to correct in vourlelf, he the 
gentle Reproof of a better Practice. Biſliop 
Oprat. | 
Hear not III of a Friend, nor ſpeak any 
of an Enemy: Believe not all you hear, not 
report all you believe. 

Approve yourſelf to wiſe Men by your 
Virtue, and take all the reſt by your Civili- 
ties. | 

Avoid Popularity: It has many Spares, 
but no real Beneſit. | 

Imprint this Maxim deeply in your 
Mind, that there is nothing certain in this 
human aud mortal State; by which Means 
vou will avoid being tranſported wich 
Proſperity, and being dejected in Adver- 
lity. 

Do nothing 1 o- day, that thou wilt repent 
of To- morrow. 

- Seek not out the Things that are too hard 
ſor thee : Strive not in a Matter that con: 
cerneth thee not. 

Sell not Virtue to purchaſe Wealth. 

If your Means ſuit not with your Ends, 
purſue thole Ends which ſuit with yout 
Means. 

Be rather bountiful than expenſive: Nei- 


ther make nor go to FPeaſts. LE 
| Rile 
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Riſe from Table with an Appetite, and 
ou will never fit down without one. 

Make yourſelf agreeable, as much as: 
poſſible, to all; for there is no Perſon ſo 
eontemptible, but that it may be in his 
Power to be your beſt Friend, or worft 
Enemy. „„ 

Deler not Charities till Death; he tliat 
doth ſo, is rather liberal of another _ 
than of his own. Lord Bacon. 

Reckon upon Benefits well placed, as a 
Treafure that is laid up; and account thy 
ſelf the richer for chat which. thou giveſt a. 
worthy Perſon. 

In the Morning, thiwk what thou haſt to 
do; and at Night, aſk thyſelf what thou 
haſt done. 

Have a Care of vulgar Errors: Diſlike;. 
as well. as allow, realonably: Follow the 
Dictates of your Reaſon and you are ſa fe. 

Learn the Art of entertaining thylelf 
alone, without being weary or melancho- 
ly; and then thou wilt not be much put 
to it for Want of Recreation and Com- 
pany. 

BY temporal Thing os, but deſtre eter- 
nal. 

Account it no Diſgrace to be cenſured of 
thoſe Men v hoſe Favours would be no Cre— 
dit to thee : Thou thylelf only knoweſt 

8 2 what 


| 
p - 
| | 


you. 
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what chou art; others only gueſs at thee : 
Rely not therefore on their Opinions; but 
{lick to thine own Conſcience. 

In all the Affairs of human Life, let it be 
your Care, not to hurt your Mind. nor of- 
fend. your Judgment. Epifleiws, 
Do no ſecret Thing before a Stranger; 
for thou knoweſt not what he will bring 
forth. 

Think before you ſpeak, and conſider be- 
fore you promiſe. Take Time to deliberate 
and adviſe ; but loſe no Time in executing 
your Reſolutions. 

Let not your Zeal for a Cauſe puſh you 
into a hazardous Engagement, Set Bounds 
to your Zeal by Diſcretion, to Error by 
Truth, to Paſſion by Reaſon, to Diviſions 
by Charity. 

Spend the Day well, and thou wit rejoice 
at Night. 

Never expect any Aſſiſtance or Conſola- 
tion in thy Neceſſities from N Com- 
panions. 

Do well, and fear neither Man nor Devil. 
Keep good Company, and the Devil will 
not dare to make one. 

Meditate often upon Eternity, avid no 
Accidents of this mortal Life will trouble 


Always | 
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Always take Part with and deſend che 


Unfortunate. | 

Strive not with. a Man without Cauſe. 
Blame not before thou haſt examined the 
Truth. Debate thy Cauſe with thy Neigh- 
bour himſelf, and diſcover not a Secret to 
another. . T 

Never reveal your Secrets to any, exce p- 
it is as much their Intereſt to keep them, 
as it is yours they ſhould be kept. Only 
truſt thyſelf, and another ſhall not betray: 
thee. 

Endeavour to make Peace among thy: 
| Neighbours : It is a worthy and reputable 
Action, and will bring greater and juſter 
Commendations to thee, and more Bene=- 
it to thoſe with whom thou. converſeſt, 
man Wit or Learning, or any of thoſe fo 
much admired" Accompliſhments, Doctor 
Fuller. 
| Take Heed of whom you. ſpeak, and: to 

whom. | 

Have not to do with, any. Man in his 
Paſſion; for Men are not, like Iron, to be. 
wrought upon when they are hot: 


Purſue not a Coward. too far, leſt you: 


make him turn valiant. to vour Diſadvan- 
tage. ; 


Speak not in the Ears of a Fool; for 


83 | he 
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he will deſpiſe the Wiſdom of thy Words, | 


Caſt not your Pearls before Swine. 

If you be conſulted concerning a Perſon, 
either very inconſtant, paſſionate, or vicious, 
give not your Advice; it is in vain : For 
ſuch will do only what ſhall pleaſe them- 
ſelves. | 

Avoid, as much as you can, the Compa- 
ny of all vicious Perſons whatſoever ; for 
no Vice is alone, and all are infectious. 

Whenever you diſcourſe, confine your- 


ſelf to ſuch Subjects as are neceſſary, and 


expreſs your Senſe in as few Words as you 
can. Epitletus. | 


Be not eaſily exceptious, nor rudely fa- 


miliar; the one will breed Contention, the 
other Contempt. | - 

If a Thing be not fitting, do it not: II 
it be not true, fpeak it not. M. Aurelius. 


Take not Pleaſure in much good Chear, 


neither be tied to the Expence thereof: 


Banquet not upon borrowing. If thou 


be the Maſter of a Feaſt, lift not rhy- 
ſelf up; but be among them as one of the 
reſt. 8 ” 

Prefer ſolid Senſe to Wit; never ſtudy to 


be diverting without being uſeful: Let no 


Jeſt intrude upon good Manners; nor ſay 


any Thing that may offend Modeſty. 
a Take 
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Take Care of a reconciled Enemy, and 


an untried Friend. 


Never triumph over any Man's Imper- 
ſetions ; but conſider if the Party, taxed- 


for his Deficiency in ſome Things, may not 
likewiſe be praifed for his Proficiency in 
others. 

Be not haſty in thy Tongue, and in thy | 
Deeds lack and remiſs, Let not thine Hand” * 
be ſtretched out to receive, and fhut when- 
thou ſhouldſt repay. 

In Converſation condeſcend to Compile 
| ance, rather than continue a Diſpute, 

Speak with the Vulgar, but think with» 
the Wiſe, 

Let him that knows but little in his Pro- 
ſeſſion, keep to what he knows beſt ; for, if 
he be not reckoned dextrous at it, he will 
at leaſt be counted ſolid. Gracian. 


Never antedate your own Mis fortunes; 
ſor many Times Men make themſelves more 


miſerable than indeed they are; and the 
Apprehenſion of Infelicity doth more alllict 
them, than the Infelicity itſelf. 

In Marriage, prefer the Perſon before 
Wealth, Virtue before Beauty, and the AO 
before the Body; then you have a Wife, a 
Friend, and a Companion. 

Obey the Magiſtrate, and the Law, but 


not 
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not ſervilely: Obſerve Gbeetsemies but 
not ſuperſtitiouſly. 

H& who will take no Advice, but pe al- 
ways his own Counſellor, ſhalt be ſure to 
have a Fool for lis: Client. 

Boaſt not of thy good Deeds, leſt thy 
evil Deeds be aiſo laid to thy Charge. 

In all Differences, conſider that both you. 
and your Enemy arc dropping off; and 
that exe long vour very Memories wall be 
extinguiſhed. M. Aurelius. 

Give not over thy Mind to Heavinels : 
The Gladnefs of the Heart is the Life of 
Man; and the Joyfulneſs of a Man pro- 


longeth his Days. Remove Sorrow far: 


from thee ; for Sorrow hath killed many, 
and there is no Profit therein; and Care— 
fulneſs bringeth Age before the Time. 


To be free-minded and chearfully dif- 
poſed: at: the Hours: of Meat, and of Sleep, 
is one of the beſt Ptecepts Ar long Lite, 


Lord Bacon. 

Be flow. in chuſing a Friend, and flower 
to change him; courtcous to all, intimate 
with few : Slight no Man for his Mean- 
nels, nor. eſteem any for their Wealth and 
Greatnels. 

Inſult not over Miſery, nor deride Infir- 
muy. The Frogs in the Well ſaid perti- 
nently 
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nently to the Boys that pelted them, Chil- 
dren, though this be Sport 10 You, tt 15 Death 


10 Us. 

Blemiſh not thy 200d Deeds, neither uſe 
uncomfortable Words, when thou giveſt any 
Thing; but in all thy Gifts ſhew a chearſus 
Couutenance. 

In all Matters of Religion, let your Duty 
be the Motive. In all F hings of common 
Life, let Reaſon direct you. Dean Sherlock. 


Whether young or old, think it not too 


ſoon, or too late, to turn over the Leaves 
of your paſt Life; and conſider what you 


would do, if wha you have done were to do 


agairf;--, 

They were three good Leſſons which the 
Bird in the Fable gave the Fowler for his 
Releaſe : .Not to loſe a Certainty for an 
Uncertainty: Not to give Credit to Things 
beyond Probability; nor to grieve for 
that Which is paſt Remedy. 

At every Action and Enterpriſe, aſk your- 
ſelf this Queſtion, What will the Conſe- 
quence of This be to me? Am 1 not likely 
to repent of it? I ſhall be dead in a lit- 
tle Time, and then all is over with me. 
M. Aurelius. 

Whatſoever thou takeſt in Hand, re- 


member the End, and thou fhalt never da 


amiſs, 


of 
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Of TIMu E, Bus fN ESS, and R- 
CREATION. 


IHE ordinary Manner of ſpending their 


Time, ts the only Way of judging of 
any one's Inclination and Genius, 

No Man can be provident of his Time, 
that 1s not prudent in the Choicg of his 
Company. | 

The Advantage of Living does not con- 


ſiſt in Length of Days, but in the right 


Improvement of them.. As many Days as 
we paſs without doing ſome Good, are ſo 
many Days intirely loſt. Montaigne. 

We ſhould read over our Lives, as well 
as Books; take a ſurvey of our Actions, 
and make an Inſpection into the Diviſion of 
our Time. King Alfred is recorded to 
have divided the Day and Night into three 
Parts ; eight Hours he allotted, to eat and 
ſleep in; eight for Buſineſs. and Recrca- 
tion ; and eight. he dedicated to Study and 
Prayer. 

Some People are buſy, and yet do no- 
thing; they fatigue and weary themſelves 

| Out 5: 
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out; and yet drive at no Point, nor propoſe 
any general End of Action or Deſign. A. 
Aurelius. 

To come but once into the World, and 
trifle away our right Ule of it, making that 


a Burden, which was given for a Bleſhng, is 


ſtrange Infatuation. 

There 1s but little Need to drive away 
that Lime by fooliſh Divertiſements, which 
flies away ſo fwittly of itfelf; and, when once 
gone is never to be recalled. , 

He is idle, that might be better employed. 
The idle Man is more perplexed what to 
do, than the induſtrious 1n doing what he 
ought, 

There is nothing that fo much engages 
our Affections to this World, as the Want 
of Conſideration, how ſoon we are to leave 
it. 


This Day is only ours; we are dead to 


Teſterday, and we are not yet bom to the 
Morrow. 

Time is what we want moſt, but what 
we ule worſt; for Which we muſt all account, 
hen Time ſhall be no more. 

A wiſe Man counts his Minutes; he lets 
no Time ſlip; for Time is Life; which he 
makes long, bv the good Haſbandry of a 
right Uſe and Application ol - 

There 
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There are but very tev who know how to 
be idle and innocent. By doing nothing we 
learn to do ill. Shedator. 

An idle Body is a Rind of Monſter in the 
Creation: All Nature is buſy about him. 
How wretched is it to hear People complain 
that the Day hangs heavy upon them ; that 
they do not know what io do with then 
ſelves! How n:onſtrous are ſuch Expreſſions 
among Creatures who can apply themſelves 
to the Duties of Religion and Meditation; 
to the Reading of uſeſul Books; who may 
exerciſe themſelves in the Purtuits of Know- 
ledge and Virtue, aud every Hour of their 


Lives make themſelves wiſer and better than 


they were before! Addiſon. 

Make the moſt of your Minute {lays the 
Emperor Aurelius) and be good for ſome- 
thing while it 1s 1n your Power 

This is the ſupreme point of Wiſdom : 
To do only ſuch Things at the Time when 
we are in the greateſt Probability of living, 
which we would do, if we were in the pre- 
lent Expectance of dying. 

Now unreaſonable is it to begin to live, 
when we can live no longer! That Man 
does not live as he ſhould do, who does not 
reckon upon every Day as his laſt. 


Moſt Men that affect Sports, make them a 
principal 
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. 


a principal Part of their Life; not refleQing» | 
that, while they are diverting the Th ime, they 


aue throwing it away. We alter the very 
Nature and Deſign of Recreation, when We 
make a Buſineſs 'of it, 

Sir Plilip Sidney, uled to lay, that he liked 
Hawking, next to Hunting, worſt; which 
implied he had little Eſteem for either, 

Of all the Diverſions of Life, there is 
none ſo proper to ſill up its empty Spaces, 
as the Reading of uſeſul and entertaining 


Authors ; and, with that, the Converſation 


of a wetkchofn Friend. Speflator, 

A Man of Letters never knows the Plague 
of Idteneſs: When the Company of his 
Friends fails him, he finds a Remedy in 
Reading, or in Componen Satin Lure- 
101d, 

He that is well employed in his Study, 
though he may ſeem to do nothing, docs 
the greateſt Things vet of all others: He 


lays down Precepts for the governing of 


our Lives, and the moderating of our, Paul- 
lions; and obliges human Nature, not on- 
ly in the preſent, but in all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. Seneca. 

A wiſe Man will diſpoſe of Time paſt 
to Obſervation and Reflection; Time pre- 
lent, to Duty; and Time 10 come, 10 

Providence. „ 
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212 Of Trwme, Business, 


Ehaminondas, Prince of Thebes, had ſuch 
Hatred to Idleneſs, that, finding one of his 
Captains aſleep in the Day-Time, he ſlciy 
bim; for which Act being reproved by his 


Nob'ies, he replied, I left him as I found him; 


comparing zale Men to dead Men. 
The Ruins of Time are the Monuments 


of Mortality. 


He that follows his Recreation inflead of 


his Buſineſs, ſhall in a little Time have no 


Buſineſs to follow. 

None but a wife Man can employ Lei- 
ſure well; and he that makes the beſt Uſe 
of his Time, hath none to ſpare. 

It was a good ſaying of Philip II. of 


Spain, Time and I, will Nallenge any oller 
tr. 


Want is line to be dreaded, when a Man 
has but a ſhort Time leſt to be miſerable. 
Of all Poverty, that of the Mind is mol 
deplorable. 

All who exceed the Age of Sixty except 


the latter Part of it is ſpent in the Exerciſe 


of Virtue, and Contemplation of Futurity, 
muſt neceſſarily fall into an indecent old 


Age. An inquiſuive and virtuous Soul im- 


proves daily in Knowledge; and though 
the Body decays, and all bodily Plcafures 


with it, Wildom and Counfcl, Piety and 
| Devotion, 
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Devotion, is the Crown and Glory of 
Age. | | 
11 Age puts an End to our Defircs of 


Pleaſure, and does the Buſineſs of Virtue, 
there can be no Cauſe of Complaint. 

Things paſt, preſent, and to come, are 
ſtrangely uniform, and of a Colour; ſo 
that, upon the Matter, Forty Years of human 
Life may ferve for a Sample of Len hon 
and. 

Gf all Prodigality, that of Time is the 
worſt, 

Should the greateſt Part of People ſit 
down, and draw up a particular Account of 
their Time, what a ſhameful Bill would it 
be! ſo much extraordinary for Eating 
Drinking, and Sleeping, beyond what Na- 
ture requires; ſo much in Revelling and 
Wantonneſs; ſo much for the recovery of 
the laſt Night's Intemperance ; ſo much in 
Gaming. Plays, and Maſquerades; lo much 
in paying aud receiving ſormal aud im- 
pertinent Viſits, in idle and fooliſh Prating, 
in cenſuring and reviling our Neighbours; 
lo much in Dreſſing our Bodies, and talk- 
ing of Faſhions ; and ſo much waſted and 
loit in doing nothing. Dean Sherlock. 

It was a era Practice of Veſbaſian, 
throughout the Whole Courſe of his Liſe: 


lie called himſelf to an Account every 


1 2 | Night 
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214 Of Tins, Bus1NEtss, 
| Night for the Actions of the paſt Day; and 


as often as he found he had {lipt any one 
Day without doing ſome Good, he entered 


ypon his Diary this Memorial, J have loſt 


a Day. 
The greateſt Loſs of Time is Delay and 


:Þ xpedation, which depends upon the Fu— 


ture. We let go the preſent, which we have 


in our Power, and look forward to that which 
depends upon Chance, and fo quit a Cer- 
tainty for an Uncertainty, Seneca. 

The Inconflancy of Man's Nature, and 
the Mutability of Things occaſion endleſs 
Revolutions: We either —_—_— ar grow 
worſe continually,” 


It is with our Time, as with our Eſtates ; 


2 good Huſband makes a Little go a great 
Way. 

Some Men are exceeding diligent in ac- 
qui ing a vaſt Compaſs of Learning; ſome 
in aſpiring to Honours and Preferments ; 
ſome in heaping up Riches ; others are in- 
tent upon Pleaſures and Diverſions ; - Hunt- 
ing, or Play, or vain Contrivances, to pals 
away their Time: Others are taken up in 
uſeleſs Speculations : Others ſet up for Men 
of Bufineſs, and ſpend all their Days in 
Hurry and Noiſe : But, amidſt this Varic- 


ty, fer a N themſelves to the true Wit- 
dom, 
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dom, which ſhould direct their Lives. 


Charron. 

It is the great Art and Philoſophy of 
Life to make the be't of the preſent, whe- 
ther it be good, or bad; and to bear the one 
with Reſignation and Patience, and enjoy 
the other with Thankfulneſs and Modera- 
tion. 

The Time preſent is the only Time we 
have 10 repent in, to ferve God, to do Good 
to Men, to improve our Knowledge, to 
exerciſe our Graces, and to prepare for a 
blelled Immortality. Dean Sherlock. 

Within a While the Earth ſhall cover us 
all, and then ſhe herſelf ſhall have her 
Change: Now any Man that fhall conſider 
this, can he otherwiſe but contemn in his 
Heart, and deſpiſe all worldly Things? 
WH. Aurelius. 

There is no Man but hath a Soul ; and, 
if he will look carefully to that, he need 


not complain {or Want of Buſineſs: Where 


there are ſo many Corruptions to mortify, 
ſo many Inclinations to watch over, fo many 
Temptations to reſiſt, the Graces of God to 
improve, and former NegleQs of all thoſe to 
lament, ſure there can never want ſullicient 
Employment ; for all theſe require Time : 
And ſo Men at their Deaths find; for thoſe 
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who have lived careleſly, and waſlcd their 
Time, would then give all the World to 
redeem it. 


Y RE ETIREMENT and the PRIVATE 
LI r k. 


T is an extraoidinary Attainment, and 

ſhews a well compoſed Mind, when a 
Man loves to keep Company with himſelf; 
nnd a Virtue, as well as Advantage, to take 
Satisfaction and Content in that Enjoyment. 
Charron. 

Solitude can be well fitted, and ſet right, 
but upon very few Perſons ; they muſt have 
Knowledge enough of the World, to fee the 
. Follies of it ; and Viitue enough to deſpiſe 
all Vanity. "Cow! ley. 
le that has renounced external Things, 
and withdrawn into himſelf is invincible : 
The Werld to him is a Priſon, and Solt- 
tade a Paradiſe. Bona. 

There is a vaſt Difference between the 


FI i Perſon-that is really fo, and the mhinkng 


Peron that ſeems {fo : Though bath are 47 
; g009. 


— — — A a? . 
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good company for athens, yet the latter is 
excellent Company to himſelf. 

The more a Man is contemplative, the 
more happy he is, aud aſſimilated to the Di- 
vine Eſſence. Ariſlolle. 

Solitude relieves us when we are ſick of 
Company ; and Converſation, when we are 
weary of being alone. | 

As too long Retirement weakens the 
Mind, ſo too much Company difitpates 
it. „ 

By Reading we enjoy the Dead, by Con- 
verſation the Living, and by Contemplation, 
ourſelves: Reading enriches the Memory, 
Converſation poliſhes the Wit, and Con- 
templation improves the Judgment : Of 


theſe, Reading is the moſt important, which 


ſurniſhes both the others. 

A Man may be a fuſt Rate in Viaws and 
true Value, and yet be very ahſcure as to 
the World at the lame Time. AH. Aure- 
lius. 

Self. Sufficiency and Self- Satisfaction, are 
but other Words far Happineſs ; aud theſe 
are never to be had, but by learning to en- 
tertain ourſelves well with our own Thoughts. 
Cha rron. 

Anliſthenes, the Pliloſopher, being aſked, 
What Fruit he gained wy his Studies? an- 

{lwered, 
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[| ſu ered, He had learned to hve and converſe 
1 with bimſelf. n 
ll The filent Virtues of a rage Man in So- 0 
ll litude are more amiable than all the noily J 
4 Honours of active Like. Mr. Pope. , 
0 That calm and elegant Satisfaction, a 
| which the Vulgar call Melancholy. is the a 
true and proper Delight of Men of Know- 7 
ledge and Virtue Whit we take ſor Di- 40 
verſion is but a mean Way of Entertain- p 
ment, in Compariton of that which is R 
confidering and knowing ourſelves. Taller. , 
It is the Character of a conſummate Me- a 
Tit to be able to live in a Retreat with Ho- (6 
nour, after one has lived in Public with - 
Splendor. S:. Euremond. 5 
Charles V, Emperor of Germany, reſigned 1 
all his Dominions, and retired to a Monal- 4 
tery; had his own Funeral celebrated be- 2 
W fore his Face; and left this Teſtimony of . 
ll the Chriſtian Religion, That the ſincere Pro- Vi 
4 feſſion of it had in it Sweets and Joys that 
it Courts were Strangers to. or 
| Sir Francis Malſingham, towards the End 9A 
1 : of his Life, grew very melancholy, and writ 5 
1 to the Lord Burleigh to this Purpoſe : on a 
have lived long enough to our Country, t 1 
our Fortunes, and to our Sovereign: It is 1 


high Time we begin to live to burſelves, 
and to our God, = 
il 
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Sir Henry Wotton, who had gone on ſeve- 
ral Embaſſies, and was intimate with the 
greateſt Princes, choſe from all :o retire ; 


Javing, The utmoſt Happineſs a Man could: 


attain to, was. to be at Leifure to be, and to 
do Good; never reflecting on his former 
Years, but with Tears he would ſay, How 
nuch Time have I to repent of and how litile 
to do tt in 


He who reſigns the World, is in conſtant 


Poſſeſſion of a ſerene Mind; but he who 
follows the Pleaſures of it, n with no- 
thing but Remorſe and Confuſion, Spec 
%%. 

The Country f is the Place — whence 
full of Charms, and worthy our Admira- 
tion: But, if a Man come near it, its Per; 
ſections decreaſe, juſt as thoſe of à fine 
Hy when you behold it at 2 cloſe 

jew. 

Princes Og their Grandees, of all Men, 
are the unhappieſt; for they live leaſt 
alone. | 

A firſt .Minjſter of State has not ſo much 
' Buſineſs in Public, as a wiſe Man has in 
Private, Coulep. 

A ſolitary Life has no Charms for an 
ambitious Mind. Archbiſhop of Cambray. 

True Happineſs 1 is of a retired Nature, and 
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an Enemy to Pomp and Noiſe: It ariſes, 
in the firſt Place, from the Enjoyment of 
one's ſelf; and. in the next, from the Fried- 
ſhip and Converſation of a few {elect Com- 
panions. 

The Man that lives retired, lives quiet; 
he fears no body, of, whom no- body is a- 
fraid. He that ſtands below on tlie firm 


Ground, need not fear falling. 


To live at a Diſtance from, yet near 
enough to do Good to Men, is ading like 


a benign Deity on Earth, Atrchbilhop of 


Cambray. 

It was an excellent ſaying of the elder 
Scipio Aſricanus, that he never was leſs alone 
than when alone. 

A wile Man, that lives up to the Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon and Virtue, if one conſider 
him in his Solitude, as taking in the Syſtem 
of the Univerſe, obſerving the mutual De- 
pendence and Harmony, by which the 
whole Frame of it bangs together, railing 
his Thoughts with megnihcent Ideas of 
Providence; makes a nobler Figure in the 
Eye of an intelligent Being, than che grieat- 
eſt Conqueror amidſt all the Pomps and 
Solemnities of a Triumph. Yatler. 

Though the covtinued 'I raverſcs of For- 
tune may make us out of Humour with tne 


World; yet on but a noble Iuclina— 
a 


Of Sckrricisu, Or. 921 


tion to Virtue and Philoſophy can make us 
happy in Retirement. . | 

The Pleaſure which affects a human Mind 
with the moſt lively and tranſporting Touches 
is the Senſe that we act in the Eye of infinite 
Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, that will 
crown our virtuous Endeavours here, with a 
Happineſs hereafter, large as our Deſires, 
and laſting as our immortal Souls. With- 
out this the higheſt State of Life is infipid, 
and with it the loweſt is a Paradiſe. Ad- 
diſon. 


Of Sckrricis 1 and IN FTDELI Xv. 


IT was a Saving among the Ancients, 
that even Jupiler could not plcaſe all: 
But we find now, that the tiue God himſelf, 
is not free from the Imputation of his auda- 
cious Creatures, who impiouſly preſume to 
quarrel with his Revelation, as well as his 
Providence; and expreſs no more Reve- 
rence to what he hath dictated, than to what 
he doth. R. Boyle. | ö 

We are fallen into an Age of vain Philo- 
ſoß ly (as the Ahle calls it) and fo deſpe- 
rately over-run with D and Seeletiis, that 
ih 
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there is hardly any Thing ſo certain and ſo 


ſacred, that is not expoſed to Queſtion or 


5 
* 


Gop hath expreſsly declared, that death 
ſhall open a Paſſage to a bleſſed Eternity; 
and yet ſome have Doubts and Diffidence 
about it. What is this, but to be a Stranger 
to the Divine Attributes, and di{lruſt the 


2 nn Sir R. L'Eftrange. 


Promiſes of our Saviour; to fail in the 


main Requiſnes of a Chriſtian, and turn In- 
fidel in a Society of Believers ? Collier. 

Our preſent Sticklers for Atheiſm conſiſt 
_ chiefly of ſuch who never troubled them— 
ſelves ſo much as to underſtand the tilt 
Principles of Religion: Their Study hath 
bcen employed another Way, v2z. in county 
Forms of Speech, and Punctilios of Action; 
in faſhionable Garbs, and artificial Luxn- 
ries : But as for the ſeverer and more uſeful 
Studies, they bequeath them to the dull Men 
of Senſe and Reaſon. Doctor Soll. 

I can hardly think that Man to be in his 
right Mind, ſays Cicero, who is deſtitute of 
—  . - 

An Atheiſt is the moſt vain Pretender to 
Reaſon in the World: The whole Strength 
ef Atheiſm conſiſts in contradicting the un- 
verſal Reaſon of Mankind, They have no 


Piinciples, nor can have any, and therefore 
| they 


OR > _ Poa 
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they can never reaſon, but only confidently 
deny and affirm. Dean Sherlock. 

Practical Atheiſm has always been the 
graud Support of Speculatrve; and deſerv- 
edly eftcemed no leis dangerous in its Ten- 


dency and Etle&s, 


Nothing can be plainer, than 1 Tono- 


rance dae wo Ingredients ables: 


Jutely necellary in the Compoſition of Free- 
Thinkers, who in Propricty of Speech, are no 
Thinkers at all, Deen Swift, | 

They lie, lays Seen, who {ay they be- 


lieve there is no God: Though they may 
Profels this ſomewhat e enily in the 
Day-time, when they are in Company; yet 


in tlie Night, and alone, they have doubilul 
Þ houghts about it. 

Gon never wrought a Miracle t to convince 
Athetſm, becaule his ordinary Works con- 
vince it. Lord Bacon. 

Nothing is fo important to any Man, as 
his own State and Condition; ; nothing fo 
amazing as Eternity : il e e we find 


Perſons indifferent to the Loſs of their Be-. 


ing, and to th: Danger of endleſs, Miſery; 
tis impoſlible chat this Temper ſhould be 
natural. M. Paſcal. | 

It Men underi}and not the Evidence of 
Religion, the more Shame it is for them; 
but chen immediately to leap out of Igno- 
'U Face 
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rance into Atheiſm is firſt to play the 
Fool, and then run ſtark-mad upon it. 
Doctor Scott. 


Tis a certain Maxim, that ſuch Perſons 


as take themſelves out of Gop's Protection. 


are always at a Loſs, and know not hong 
diſpole of themſelves. | 

There 1s not a more ridiculous Animal 
than an Atheiſt in his Retirement. SY. 

Cicero hath obſerved, that no kind of 
Men are more afraid of Gop, than ſu lu as 
pretend not to believe his Being: Theſe are 
the Men, who above ail others are moſt 
liable to be affected wich Dread and Tremb— 
ling, more eſpecially in the Time of Sick- 


neſs, and the Approaches of Death. 


While we are in this Life, our beſt and 


ſecureſt Condition is expoſed to a World 


of ſad and uncomfortable Accidents, which 
we have neither the Wiſdom to foreſce, nor 
the Power to prevent: And where ſhall we 
find Relief, if there be no God ? | 

Superſlition renders a Man a Fool, and 
Scepticiſm makes him mad. 

We have a Thing called Reaſon within 
us, which is very ingenious in giving Stinęs 
to our Miſeries, and vexing us with cutting 
Reflections of them; but is, not able to 
qualify one Grief, or miniſter the leaſt of 


any ſolid Comfort to us. Doctor 5 
: | NO 


in Religion, 


and INTIDELIIY. 227 


No a liv! ing can find where the Depth 
of Reaſon lies, in denying every Thing, and. 
roving nothing; in queſtioning the Truth 
of farſt Principles, and bidding Detiance to 
the common Senfe of all Mankind. Doctor 
Trap h. 

As the folate Man can fever perfor 
any Action well; ſo he that is not reſolved 
can be 1eſolved in nothing 
elle. 

Whoever believes himſelf ſree from the 
Obligations of Divine Precepts, cannot 


look upon himſelf as bound by any In- 
PF 


Wan 4 4 . X 

To make up a confirmed 4!/e:/#, there 
muſt be a continued Series of the moſt 1e- 
ſolute Oppoſition to all ſound Reaſon, Con- 


ſcience, Conlidcration, and all Degrees of 


Moral Virtue, with whatſoever elſe illuſtrates 
the true Dignity of our Nature, 


The impoſlibility of proving there is no. 


Gop, 18-2 Demonſtration that there 1s 
one. 

Though Hell is generally acknowledged 
both as the Fountain and Receptacle of all 
Wickedneſs; yet ſo great a Monſter as Hie— 
culative Atheiſm never was, nor will be found 
there, 

If Knowledge without Religion were 
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highly valuable, nothing would be more ſo 
than the Devil, 

This is an Axim, evident by the very 
I ight of Nature, Tha! G O D will rewnrd 
every Man according to his Works in this Lit, 
That there are furs Rewards and Puniſh, 
ments, is a Doctrine univerſaliy aflented 
to by all Nations and Religions; and thee 
is not any firſt Principle in Philoſo ph, 
1 which Mankind are more generally a- 
gr ced. 

Scepticiſm, and a reſolute Poubting, af- 
twp lulliciem Evidence, is a greater Ene- 
% de Phietojchy, and tue ies ge, 
than incredulity itſelf; the latter of which 
may croud in ſome Falſhoods ; but the 


former will never ſuffer us to acknowledge | 


any I ruth. 

Licenttouſneſs in Opinion always makes 
Way for Licentiouſneſs in Practice. 

When a Man jeſts upon Religion, or de- 
clares it is inc..erent what Religion we are 
of © it is mol certain, that h! mlclt is ©: no 
Religion at ail, 

My Lord Bacon, towards the letter End 
of his Life, ſaid, that a 8 8 eint in 
Philoſophy would cad a Mun to tlieiſm; 
but a thorovegh Inſiglr t it will icuu A 


Man back again to a fri Cauſe; and my 
thne 
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the firſt Principle of right Reaſon is Reli- 
gion: And ſcrioufly- profeſſed, that, after all 
his Studies and Inquiſitions, he durſt not die 
with any other Thoughts than thoſe Reli- 
gion taught as it is profeſſed among the 
Chriſtians. 

There are few Things Reaſon can diſco- 
ver with ſo much Certainty and Eaſe, as its 
own Inſufficiency : T hoſe who are ignorant 
of this Imperfection are the greateſt Proofs 
of it. Collier. 

We have heard of ſome particular Men 
that have been reputed Atheiſts; but never 


of any Country, or Society of Men, that 


profeſſed Atheiſm. The World in general 
was ever ſo far from believing no Gov, 
that they were prone to believe many Gods; 
and, from the Infancy of it, that Opinion 
crew, and increaſed with 1t. 

The Egyptians of old, though of all o- 
thers the moſt infamous for their multi— 
plying of Gods, yet did aſſert one Maker 
and chief Governor of the World, under 
whom they did ſuppole ſeveral ſubordinate 
Deities; who, as his Deputies, did preſide 
over ſeveral Paris of the Univerſe. Biſhop 
Wilkins, 

The Conſent of all Men, lays Seneca, is 
of very great Weight with us. A Mark 
that a T bing i is true, is, when it appears {o 
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to all the World. Thus we conciude ther 
is a Divinity, becauſe all Men belicve it, 
there being no Nations, how corrupt ſoever 
they be, which deny it, | 


It 1s certain there never was a Man that 


ſaid, there was was no Gop, but he wiſhed 


it firſt. 
I never had a fight of my Soul 0 favs the 


Emperor Awurelns) "and yet I have a great 


Value for it, becauſe it is diſcoverable by 
its Operations; and, by my conſtant Ex- 
perience of the Power of Gopy, I have a 
Proof of his Being, and a Reaſon for my Ve. 
neration. 

As Atheiſm is in all ReſpeAs 1 ſo 


in this, that it, depriveth human Nature of 


the Means to exalt itſelf above human Frail- 


ty. Lord Bacon. 

There never was any ſuch Thing flace the 
Fall of Man as what fome call the Religion 
of Nature, that is, a Religion without a Sa— 
viour : All that Mercy and Goodneſs, which 
Gop hath ever fince the Fall ſhewn to Sin- 
ners, in forgiving true Penitents, and re- 
warding pious and virtuous Men, is owing 
to this Promiſe, and to the Accompliſliment 
of it. Dean She erlock, 

Natural Theology is, in itſelf, a poor 
weak Thing; and Reaſon unaſſiſled has 


not been able to carry the cleareſt Philoſo- 
pliers 


rhers very far, in their Purſuits after Divine 
Mackie * We have feen this in practical 
Truths; and the Reaſon lies ſtronger in ſuch 
as are ſpeculative. Baker. 
A Body of Ethics, proved to be the Law 
of Nature, from Principles of Reaſon, and 
teaching all the Duties of Life, I think no- 
body will ſay the World had before our Sa- 
viour's Time. Mr. Locke. 
The Men of Reaſon who think natural 
Reaſon fufficient for all the Purpoſes of Re- 
ligion, reject all Revelation, and conſequent- 
ly all divine Promiſes, which can be known 
only by Revelation. Dean Sherlock. 
Gop hath wiſely provided, in his preſent 
Adminiſtration of Things, to give us In- 
ſtances enough of his jult Procedure to- 
wards the Good and Bad; and yet to leave us 
Inſtances enough of unrewarded Virtue, and 
proſperous Vickedneſs, to affures us he in- 
tends an After-reckoning. Doctor Scott. 
There is this great Miſchief always at- 
ending Diſputes about Religion, that, while 
our Heads are fo buſily employed i in difcuſt- 
Ing its Truth, our Hearts are in Danger of 
loſing its Power and Efficacy. Manv, from 
a Denial of the tree Perſons, at laſt ad- 
vance to a Denial of the one G O D. Doc- 
tor Trapp. 

An intemperate Curioſity, that rudely 
rull:es 825 a ſacred Myſtery, without any 
Reverence 
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Reverence to its aweful Retirements, has don: 
near as much Miſchief to Chriſtianity, as 
Infidelity itſelf, | 

It is obſervable, that the preſent Dei/ls 
have not drawn and publiſhed any Scheme 
of Religion, or Catalogue of the Duties they 


ll are obliged to perform, or whence ſuch Ob- 
| ligations ariſe. 'I hey do not tell us, that | 
1 they look on Man as an accountable ( 
fil Creature; nor, if they do, for what, and to 
i whom, or when, that Account is to be made, 
and what Rewards and Puniſhments «::.: 8 
attend. | 10 
An Atheiſt is got one Point beyond :i'- 1! 
Devils; for they believe and tremble. . 
How can we expect to underſtand the My- I 
ſteries of Providence, ſince we cannot under- 
ſtand the Works of Nature. ti 
As Infidelity is the greateſt Sin, ſo for 
Goo to give a Man over to it is the greateſt tr 
Puniſhment. th 
bl 'T'was good Counſel 1 to the Athe- an 
"it nians, To be ſure that King Philip was dead, ell 
ij before they ex preſſed their Joy at the Report ca 
my of it, leſt they might find him alive to re- ler 
l venge their haſty T riumph.. The like Ad- Eq 
vice may be proper to all Unbelievers : Let the 
them be ſure there is no Gop, before G0 
they preſume to defy him, leſt they find lig 
him at laſt to aſſert his Being to their De- eit 
ſtruction. 
Impenitescy 
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Impenitency is the undoubted Iſſue of In- 
credulity. 

I ſhould think it much more eaſy and ra- 
tional, (ſays my Lord Bacon) to believe all 
the Fables in the Poets, the Legend, the Tal- 


mud , and the Alcoran, than that this univer- 


{al Frame ſhould be without a Creator and 
Governor. 

All Philoſophers agree, that though Mat- 
ter itſelf is changed into a thouſand different 
Shapes, yet not any one Particle of it ut- 
terly periſhes: Much leſs can we think, 
mat Gon deftroys any Principle of Life, 
winch he has made by Nature immortal, 
Dean Sh--/nc#. | 


He that walks only by the Light of Na- 


ture, walks in Darknels, 
The learned Earl of Northampton, being 


troubled with Atheiſtical Suggeſtions, put 
them all off this Way vzz. It I could give 


any Account how my ſelf, or any Thing 


elle, had a Being with vt Gon ; how there. 


came io uniform and fo conſtant a Con- 
ent of Mankind, of all Ages, Tempers, aud 
Educations (otherwiſe differing ſo much in 
their Apprehenſions) about the Being of 
Gov, the Immortality of the Soul, and Re- 


ligion; in which they could not likely 
either deceive ſo many, or, being ſo many, 


could 
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could not be deceived, I could be an 4. 
theiſt. 

Nothing has more horror than Annihi- 
lation. The worſt that good Men can 
jcar, is the beſt that evil can wiſh for; 
which is the Diſſolution of the Soul in Death. 
Card. | 

It has been rightly obſerved, that in one 
Point the Atfici{ is the moſt credulous Man 
in the World, who believes the Univerle to 
Le the Production of Chance. 

When an Atheiſt diſputes with a Chril- 
tian againſt Providence, if he will ſay any 
Thing to the Purpoſe, he muſt diſpute againſt 
Providence upon the Suppoſition of another 
Life; and prove, that the eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments of the next World cannot 
vindicate the Wiſdom and Juſtice of Provi- 
dence in this, This is the true State of the 
Controverſy: Bring them to this Iſſue, and 
they will find little to ſay, which will give 
any Trouble to a wiſe Man to anſwer. 
Dean Sherlock. . 

They that deny a Gon, deſlroy Man's 
Nobility ; for certainly Man is of Kin to 
the Beaſts by his Body; and if he be not 
of Kin to God by his Spirit, he is an igno- 
ble Creature, Lord Bacon. 

They have gained a 1 Prize indeed. 


(fa 8 
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(lays Cicero) who have perſuded themſelves 
to believe, that, when Death comes, they 
ſhall utterly periſh ! What Comfort is there, 
What 1s there to be boaſted of, in that O- 
pinion? If in this 1 err, ſays he, that I think 
the Souls of Men immortal, I err with Plea- 
ſore ; nor will I ever, whillt I Jive, be forced 


out of an Opinion which yields me fo much 


Delight. 

The Foundations of all Religion lic in two 
Things, that there 1s a God * rules the 
World, and that the Souls of Men are ca— 
pab'e of ſubſiſting after Death: For he that 
comes unto GOD, mit believe that he is, and 
that he is a Rewarder of them that ſeck him. 
So that, if theſe Things be not fuppoied as 
moſt agrecable to human Reaſon, we can- 
not imagine upon what Grounds Mankind 
ſhould embrace any Way of Religion at all. 
Biſhop Sulling fleet. 

If the Soul exiſt not after Death, all Diſ- 
ſertation concerning future Felicity or Infe- 
licity muſt be vain and abſurd. Plato's 
Abology. 

Why ſhould Gon exerciſe 4 much Pa- 
tience towards wicked Men, and bear fo 
long with them, where 1t not in great Good- 
neſs to give them Time for Repentance, 


that they may eſcape eternal Miſeries? 
Why 


. ye * 


* 
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Why ſhould he aillict good Men all their 
Lives, whole Virtues deſerve a more prol- 
perous Fortune, only to exerciſe their Faith 
and Patience, and to advance then {ti!l to 
more divine Perfections; unleſs he intended 
to reward their preſent Sufferings, and their 
eminent Virtue, with a brighter and more 
glorious Crown? Dean Sherlock. 

The Riches of imagination are poor, and 
all the Rivers of Eloquence are dry, in ſup— 
plying Thought on an infinite Subject. 

That all temporal worldly Bleſlings are 
common both to Good and Bad, the 9/1 
faiv : That thus, if there were no more in it 
than fo, could not ſtand with Gop's Juſlice 
and Goodneis (which to deny is to deny 
thut there is a God) they ſaw likewiſe. Up- 
on this Ground Plato's Illation was, That 
aſter this Life there muſt needs be a Judg— 
ment, when both Good and Bad ſhall ac- 
cording to their Deeds be rewarded. 

As. practical, ſo ſpeculative Wickednels 
has uſually another Aſpect, when it fands in 
the Shadow of Death, than in the dazzling 
Beams of Health and Vigour, 

The lcarned Mr. Seldon, not long before 
ne died, ſent lor Bithop Uſher and Dr. Lang- 
bain, and diſcourſed to them to this Purpoic, 


that he had ſurveyed moſt Parts of Learn— 
ing 
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g, yet could not recolledt any paſſage out 
of hol infinite Books and Manuſcripts he was 
Maſter of, wherein he could reſt his Soul, 
ſave of the Holy Scriptures. 

All Sorts of Men that have gone beſore 
us into an eternal State, have left this great 
Oblervation behind them, that upon Ex- 
perience they have found, that what vain 
Thoughts foever Men may, in the Heat of 
their Youth, entertain of Relzgzon, they will, 
ſooner or later, fcel a Teſtimony Gon hath 
given it in every Man's Breaſt, which will 
one Day make them ſerious, cither by the 
inexpreſſible Fears, Terrors, and Agonies of 
a troubled Mind, or the cones 5 cace, 
Comfort, and Joy of 5 good Conſcienee. 

The Zeal of ſpreading Atheiſim is, if pol- 
ſible, more ablurd than "Atheiſm itſelf, The 
Truth of it is, the greatelt Number of 
this Set of Men are thoſe, who, for Want 
of a virtuous Education, or examining the 
Grounds of Religion, know fo very little of 
the Matter, that. their Infidelity. is but an- 
other Term of their Ignorance. Spedtator. 

St. Paul tells us, that che Goſpel of our 
Saviour contains the laſt and great Confirm- 
ation of another Life; for e hat brought 
Life and Inmortalily 10. Licht by the Gojpe, 
And this is the only ſure Foundation of our 
Hopes: We want vo other Arguments but 

" 2% this; 
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this; and it ſeems as impertinent and ſuper- 
fluous to uſe them, as it would be to prove 
that by Reaſon, which we know by Senſe ; 
or to inſiſt on ſome Probabilities and moral 
Arguments, when we can demonſtrate, M |, 
Dean Sherlock. „„ 

It is no Diminiſhing, to Revelation, that 
Reaſon gives its Suffrage too to the 'I'ruths 
Revelation has diſcovered. But it is our 
Miſtake to think, that, ' becauſe Reaſon 
confirms them to us, we had the firſt cer- F 

_ tain Knowledge of them from thence, aud 

in that clear Evidence we now poſſeſs them. 
Mr. Locke. | 

| If we believe that Gon 7s, and aq con- 

ſonantly, we ſhall be ſafe, if he be not; 

and eternally happy, if he be : Whereas if 

we believe, that he 1s not, we are ſure to be 

miſerable for ever, if he be; and are only 

ſafe, from being miſerablc for ever, if he be 

|- not. Dr. Scott. | 
What is this Life, but a Circulation of 
little mean Actions! We lie down and nile 


i 
{ 


| 

| again, dreſs and undreſs, feed and wax 8 
|; hungry, work, or play, and are weary, A 
. and then we lie down again, and the Circle G 
| returns. We ſpend the Day in Trifles, P 
| and, when the Night comes, -we throw $ 


ourſelves in the Bed of Folly, amongſt 


Dreams, and broken Thoughts, and wild 
; Imaginations. 
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Imaginations. Our Reaſon lies aſleep by us, 
and we are, for the Time, as errant Brutes 
2s thoſe that ſleep in the Stalls, or in the 
Fields. Are not the Capacities of Man 
higher than theſe ? And ought not his Am- 
bition and Expectations to be greater? Let 
us be Adventurers for another World; i: 
is at leaſt a fair and noble Chance; and there 
is nothing in this worth our Thoughts, or 
our Paſſions. If we ſhould be diſappointed, 
we are {till no worſe than the reſt of our 
Fellow Mortals ; and, if we ſucceed in our 


ExpeRations, we are eternally happy. Bur- 


net's Theory. 


REFLECTIONS, MorAL and Divins. 


ISCOURSES of Morality, and Re- 

flections upon human Nature, are the 
beſt Means we can make uſe of to improve 
our Minds, and gain a true Knowledge of 
ourſelves ; and conſequently to recover our 
Souls out of the Vice, Ignorance, aud 
Prejudice, which naturally cleave to them. 


She flator. 
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Ihe £14! Conſideration a wiſe Man sch 
upon, is the great End of his Creation; 
what it is, and wherein it conſiſts: The 
next is, of the moſt proper Means to that 
End. 8 

There 1s nothing which favours and falls 

111 with the . Greatnels and Diguicy 
of human Nature, ſo much as Religion; 
wich does not only. promiſe the intire Re- 
ſinement of the Mind, but the Glorifying 
of the Body, and the Immonality of both. 
Tatler. | 
If you * improve in Wiſdom, ſays 
Epitletus, you muſt Le content to be thought 
fooliſh tor neglecting the Things o the 
World. 
Hie that makes any Thing his chiefeſt 
Good, wherein Virtue, Reaſon, and Hu- 
manity, do not bear a Part, can never do 
the Offices of Friendſhip, Juſtice, or Libe- 
may. Cicero. - 

Wiſdom allows nothing to be good, 
that will not be ſo for ever; no Man to 
be happy, but he that needs no other 
Happineſs than what he has within himſelf; 
10 Man to be great or powerful, that is 
not Maſter of himſelf. © Seneca. 

Every State and Condition of Life, if 


attended with Virtue, 1s undiſturbed and 
: delightful; 
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delightful ; but, when Vice is intermixt, it 


renders even Things that appear ſplendid. 


ſumptuous, and magnificent, diſtaſteful and 
_ uncaly to the Poffeſſor. Piutarch. 

Religion is nothing elſe but the Know- 
ledge of the moſt excellent Truths, the Con- 
templation of the moſt glorious Objects, and 
the Hope of the moſt raviſhing Pleaſures; 
and the Practice of ſuch Duties as are moſt 
ſerviceable to our Happineſs, and to our 
Peace, our Health, our Honour, our 
Proſperity, and our eternal Welfare. 

Virtue is like precious Odours, moſt 
fragrant by being cruſhed : for Proſperity 
beſt diſcovers Vice; but Adverlity beſt dil- 
covers Virtue, Lord Bacon. 

The chiefeſt Properties of Wiſdom are, 
to be mindful of Things paſt, careful for 
Things preſent, and provident for Inga 
to come, Sir Walter Raleigh. 

When a Man has once got a Habit uy 
Virtue, all his Actions are equal. 

The firſt Step towards Virtue is to abſtain 
from Vice. No Man has true found Senle, 
who is immoral. Speclator. 


Omiſhon of Good is a Commiſſion of | 


Evil. 
A good Man is s inflaenced by Gop him- 


ſelf, and has a Kind of * within him. 
Seneca. 


X 3 Virtue 
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Virtue needs no outward Pomp; her very 
Countenance is ſo full of Majeſty, chat 
the Proudeſt pay her Reſpect, and the Pro- 
faneſt are awed by her Preſence. 

It is a great Dilgrace to Religion to 


imagine, that it is an Enemy to Mirth 


and Chearfulnels; and a levere Exactor 
of penſrye Looks, and folemn Faces. Dr. 
Scott. 

Ihe true Spirit of Religion chears as well 
as compoles the Soul: It is not the Bufnels 
of Virtue to extirpate the Affections of the 
Mind, but to regulate them. Spedlator. 


All Virtnes are in Agreement : All Vices 


are at Variance. Seneca. 

Were there but one virtuous Man in the 
World, he would hold up his Head with 
Confidence and Honour; he would ſhame 
the World, and not the World him, Dr. 
Douth, 

Any Sin, onda in Jeſt, is greater 
than when it is done in Earneſt. 

'Tho' it be a Truth very little receivcc|, 
that Virtue is its own Reward ; it is ſurely 
an undeniable one, chat Vice! 1S its own Pu- 
-miſhmnent, 

The Sum of Chriltianity or Morality is 

Give, and forgive ; bear and forbear. 

It a Man. would but canfult this Golden 
Rule 
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Rule of dealing as he would be dealt by ; 
thole very ons which incline him to 
Wrong others, would inſtruct him to r1zht 
them: 

He who makes an Idol of his Intereſt, 

makes a Martyr of his Integrity. 

It is uſually ſeen, that the wiſer Men are 
about the Things of this World, the lels wiſe 
they are about the Things of the next. Bi- 
ihop &1bſon. 

The principal Point of Wiſdom is, to 
know how to value Things juſt as they 
deſerve. There is nothing in the World 
worth being a Knave for, 

He -who increaſes the Endearment of 
Life increaſes at the ſame Time the Terrors 
ol Death. Dr. Young. - 

The Neglecting of the Study of true Wiſ- 
dom (ſays an eminent Writer) will revenge 
itlelf; the Deſpiſers of it not hging able to 
do well | in their greateſt Proſperity, and the 


Lovers of it not doing ill in their lowelt | 


Adverſities. 

If thou take Pains in what is good, the 
Pains vaniſh, the Good remains: If thou 
take Ptedſure in what is evil, the Evil re- 


mains, and the Pleaſure vaniſheth. What 


art thou the worſe for Pains, or the better 
or Pleaſure; when both are paſt!? | 
Virtue EINE good Men's Reſpect, 

and 


ö 
1 
| 
| 
; 
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and all Men's Honour; and baniſhes every 


Kind of Deſormity from the Perſon in whom 
it reſides. 5 
Tho' a great Man precede us by Reaſon 
of his Dignity, we may go before him in the 
Way of Perfection. 

It is inſolent, as well as unnatural, to 
trample upon the venerable Decays of 
human Nature: He that acts in this 


Manner, does but expoſe his own future 


Condition, and laugh at himſelf before- 


hand. Shedlutor. 


The Diſeaſes of the Body are better diſ- 
covered, when they increaſe ; but the Dil- 


eaſes of the Soul grow more obſcure, and, 


the moſt ſick are the leaſt fenſible. Seneca. 
Human Frailty is no Excuſe for criminal 


Immorality. 


Every Man, committing a Treſpaſs, is the 


Priſoner of Juſtice, as ſoon as he hath done 


it, Plutarch, 
As many as are the Difficulties which Hy- 
tue has to encounter in this World, her 


Force is yet ſuperior. Earl of Shaf!/bury. 


No body giving Attention to Diogenes, 
while he diſcourſed of Virtue, he fell a 


ſinging; and, every one crouding to hear 


him, Great Gods! faid he, how much more 


is Folly admired than Wiſdom ! 


Nothing is mote 1idiculous than to be ſe- 
rious 
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rions about Trifles, and to be trifling about 
ſerious Matters. 

The total Loſs of Reaſon is leſs de— 
plorable, than the total Depravation of it. 
Cowley, 

Wiſdom and Virtue make the Poor mY 
and the Rich honourable. 

_ Virtue is a ſteady Principle, and gives 
Stability to every Thing elſe ; though while 
good Men live in a giddy and rolling World, 


they muſt, in ſome Meaſure, feel its uncer- 


tain Motions. Dean Sherlock, 

Religion is the beſt Armour in the World, 
but the worſt Cloak, 

The Hypocrite is never ſo far from be- 
ing a good Chriſtian, as when he looks likeſt 
one. 

All earthly Delights are ſweeter in the 
Expectation, than the Enjoyment; all ſpi- 
ritual Pleaſures more in Fruition than Ex- 
pectation. 

The Days of Pleaſure are often the Vigils 
of Repentance. Gracian. 

It is always Term-time in the Court of 
Conſcience. 

The Deſire of Power in Exceſs cauſed the 
Angels to fall; the Deſire of Knowledge in 
Exceſs cauſed Man to fall; but in Charity 
there is no Exceſs, Lord ae 


— 
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Charity makes the beſt Conllrudion of 
1 hings and Perſons, excuſes Weakneſs, 
extenuates Miſcarriages, makes the beſt of 
every Thing, forgives every body, and ferycs 
all. 

It fareth with Men of an evil Conſcience, 
when they mult die, as it does with riotous 
Spendthrifts, when they muſt pay their 
Debts : They will not come to an Account, 


for the Diſtruſt they have of their Ability to 


ſatisfy for what they have done. Richlieu. 
T ug is hardly any wicked Man, but, 


when his own Cale is repreſented to him un- 
der the Perſon of another, will freely enough 


paſs Sentence againſt ine Wickedneſs he 
himſelf is guilty of. 

The Arabians have a Saying, It is not 
good to jeſt with Gop, Death or the De- 
vil: For the Firſt neither can nor will be 
mocked ; the Second mocks all Men one 
Time or another ; and the Third puts an 
eternel Sarcaſm on thoſe that are too fami- 
har with him. 

One of the greataſt Artifices the Devil uſes 
to engage Men in Vice and Debauchery, 1s 
to faſten Names of Contempt on certain 


| Virtues; and to fill weak Souls with a fool- 


iſh Fear of "—__ for ſcrupulous, _ 
| : | they 
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they deſire to put them in Practice. M. 1 
Paſcal. bh: ' 
It is ſaid of Socrates, Whether he is | 
teaching the Rules of an exact Morality, 1 
whether he is anſwering his corrupt Judges, | | 
whether he is receiving Sentence of Death, | 

or ſwallowing the Poiſon, he is ſtill the 
ſame Man; that is to ſay, calm, quiet, un- 
diſturbed, intrepid; in a Word, wile to the 14 
laſt. || 
When a Man has got ſuch a great and 1 | 
exalted Soul, as that he can look upon Li'e 4 
and Death, Riches and 3 with Indif- | | 
| ference; and cloſely adheres to Honeſty, ; 
in whatever Shape ſhe preſents herſelf ; then | 
it is, that Virtue appears with ſuch a Bright- | 
nels, as that all the world muſt admire her 
Beauties. Cicero. 
Where there is no Conllict, there can be 
no Conqueſt; where there is no Conqueſt, 
there is no Crown. i 
In human Life there is a conſtant Change 
of Fortune; and it is unreaſonable to expect 
an Exemption from the common Fate: Life 
itſelf decays, and all Things are daily on the (| 
Change, Plutarch. 105 
It was ſaid by one of the 1 that 10 
Trouble marched before Virtue, and after { | 
Vice; but Pleaſure followed Virtue, and | 
Vice was followed by Repentance. N 
I 
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To love the Public, to ſtudy nniverſal 
Good, and to promote the Intereſt of the 


whole World, as far as lies within our- 


Power, is the Height of Goodnels, and makes 


that Lemper which we call Divine. Earl of 
Shaftſhury. ; 


A firm Faith, and true Honeſly, are not 


to be forced by Neceſſity, or corrupted by 


Reward. 
A little Wore done to another, is a 


great Injury done to ourſelves, The ſevereſt 


Puniſhment of an Injury is the Conſcience 
of having done it; and no Man ſuffers moic 
than he that is turned over to the Pain of 


Repentance. 


The Want of Juſtice is not only con— 


demned, but the Want of Mercy: Ihe rich 


Man went to Hell for not relieving Lazarus, 
tho' he wronged him not. 

It coſts us more to be miſerable, than 
would make us perfectly happy: How cheap 
and eaſy to us is the Service of Virtue, and 
how dear do we pay for our Vices ! 

The Seeds of all the Virtues are im- 
planted in us with the firſt Stamina of our 
Frame. 

We may be as good as we pleale, if we 

leaſe to be good. Dr. Barrow. 

We can A up Bargains and make 

| | Contracts, 


BOAR * 
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Contraas, by Proxy; but all Men mult 


work out their Salvation in Perſon. 

No Man ſhould be confident of his own 
Merit ; the beſt err: Nether ſhould any 
icly too much upon his own | Judgment ; ; 
for the wiſeſt are deceived. 

Nothing can give us ſo juſt x Notion of 
the Depravity af Mankind in general, as an 
exact Knowledge of our own Coruptions 111 
Particular. ' 

A virtuons Man may bis ionocently re- 
venged of his Enemies, by perſiſting in well» 
doing; and a wicked wan: by reforming his 
Life. | 

Moſt Men are afraid of a bad Name; but 
few fear their Conſciences. Pliny. 

No Man ever offended his own Conict- 
ence, but firſt or laſt it was revenged upon 
him for it. Dr. South. 

It was an admirable ſaying of Plutarch, 
that a City may as well be built in the Air, 
as a Commonwealth or Kingdom be either 
conſtituted or conſerved, without the Sup- 
port of Religion. 

Alexander Scucrus, allowed Chriſtianity out 
of Love to that one Precept, Do not that to 
another, which thou would/t not have done to 
thyſelf. 

It is a miſerable Folly to be wile in Wick- 
edneſs. 
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The more a Man preſumes the greater 
Reaſon he hath to fear. 

The Fear of Hell does a great Deal towards 
the keeping of us in our Way to Heaven; 
and, if it were not for the Penalty, the Laus 
neither of Gon, nor of Man, would be 
obeycd... Sir R. L Iſtrunge. 


Heaven's Gate is freight, but not ſhut 


IP tho' but few enter, all may. 


Wie ought to think ourſelves very happy, 


in that we \ kriow enough to make us happy. 


If we are not fo happy as we deſire, it is 
well we are not ſo miſerable as we deſerve. 
There are none but have received more Good 
than they have done, and done more Evil 
than they have ſuſlercd. 

Divine Meditations do not only in Power 
ſubdue all ſenſual Pleaſures, but alſo far ex- 
ceed them in Sweetneſs and TOR Lord 


Bacon. 
To be furious in Religion is to be irrel:- 


| gtouſly religious. Perſecution can be no Ar- 


gument to:perſuade, nor Violence the Way 
to Converhon. 

The Mexicans falute their new-born In- 
fants in this Manner: Child, thou art come 
into the World to ſuffer : Endure, and hold thy 
Peace. 

Were Angels, if they look into the 


Ways of Men, to give in their n 
0 


ef \Worthies, how different would it be from 
that which any of our own Species would 
draw up! We are dazzled with the Splen- 
dor of Titles, the Oſtentation of Learning, 
the Noiſe of Victories : They, on the con- 
trary, ſee the Philofopher in the Cottage, 
who poſſeſſes his Soul in Patience and Thank- 
fulneſs, under the Preſſures of what lutle 
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Minds call Poverty and Diſtreſs. The E- 


vening's Walk of a wile Man is more illu- 
{trious in their Sight, than the March of a 
General at the Head of an Hundred Thou- 
land Men. A Contemplation of Gop's 
Works, a generous Concern for the Good of 
Mankind, and unfeigned Exerciſe of Humi- 
lity, only denominate Men great and glort- 
ous, Addiſon. b | | 

Several who have taſted all the Pleaſures 
of Sin, forſake it, and come over to Virtue : 
But there is ſcarce an Inſtance to be found 
of any that had well experimented the De- 
lights of Virtue, that ever could be drawn 
oft from it, or find in his Heart to fall back 
to his former Courſe. 

Virtue has ſo ſweet a Power, that every 
one will wear her Livery, though few do 
her Service. - 

The firſt of all Virtues is Innocence; 
the next is Modeſty. If we baniſh Mo- 
deſty out of the World, ſhe carries away 

Y 2 with 


| 


— nary — 


| 
| 


259 „ RerLECTIONS, 


with her half the Virtue that is in it. 7. 
labor. ; 
All our Wiſdom and Happineſs confiſls 
ſummarily in the Knowledge of God, and 
outſelves, To know, and to do, is the Com- 
pendium of our Duty. . 

IO do Evil for Evil is human Corrup— 
tion; to do Good for Good is civil Retribu— 
tion; but to do Good for Evil is Chriſtian 
Perfection. 1 | 

A peaceful Conſcience, honeſt Thoughts, 
virtuous Actions, and an Indiffercnce {or 
caſual Events, are Bleſſings without End or 
Meaſure : IJ his conſummated State of Feli- 
city is only a *ubmnithion to the Dictate of 
1ipht Nature: The Foundation of it is Wiſ— 


dom and Virtue; the Knowledge of what 


we ought to do, and the Conformity of the 
Will to chat Knowledge, Seneca. 

Sir N. Ralergi, diſcourling with ſome 
Friends in the Tower, of Happineſs, urged, 
that it was not only a F. edom from Diſcaſcs 
and Pains of the Body, but from Anxiety 
and Vexation of Spirit; not only. to enjoy 
the Pleaſures of Senſe, but Peace ci Con- 
ſcience, and inward Tranquility : ud this 
Happineſs, fo ſuitable to the Immo ality of 
our Souls, and the eternal State we mult 
live in, is only to be met with in Kcli- 


gion. 
What 
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What can be more ſuitable to a rational 
Cresture, than to employ Reaſon to con- 
template that Divine Being, which 1s both 
the Author of its Reaſon, and nobleſt Object 
about which it can poſſibly be employed? 
R. Bozle. | 

How is it poſſible, that Mankind, which 
toils out a weary Life in eager Purſuits of 
every Appearance of Geod, ſhould forget 
that which we confeſs the Supreme. Dr. 
Young, | 

We have a great Work in our Hands ; 
the Goſpel-Promiſes to believe; the Com- 
mands to obey; Temptations to reſiſt; 
Paſſions to conquer: And this muſt be 
done, or we are undone. ; 

Religion is exalted Reaſon, refined ſrom 
the groſſer Parts of it: It is both the Foun- 
dation and Crown of all Virtues : It is Mo- 
rality improved, and raiſed to its Height, 
by being carried nearer Heaven, the only 
Place where Perfection reſideth. Marquis 
of Halliſax. | 

A firm Faith 1s the beſt Divinity, a good 
Life the beſt Philoſophy, a clear Conſcience 
the beſt Law, Honeſty the beſt Policy, and 
Temperance the beſt Phyſic. 

Every Virtue gives a Man a Degree of 
Felicity in ſome Kind : Honeſty gives a 
Man a good Report; Juſtice, Eſtimation 

* 3 Prudence, 


O Dar u 


Prudence, Reſpect; Courteſy and Lihe- 
rality, Affection; 1emperance gives Health; 
Fortitude a quict Mind, not to be moved 
by any Adveility, Sir Francis Walſing- 
ham. 

Virtue is a- Bleſſing which Man alone 


poſſeſſes and ng other Creature has any 
Title to but himſelf, All is nothing with- 


out her, and fhe alone is all. The other 
Bleffings of this Life are okentimes imagi- 
nary : She is always real. She is the Soul 
of the Soul, the Life of Life, and Crown 
of ail Perfections. If mortal Excellence be 
worthy: of our Deſires, ſure the Eternal 
ought to be the Object of our Ambition. 


Gracia 7, 


Of Dearn and Eternity. 


. is not a more effectual Way to 


revive the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, 


than ſerioully to meditate on what we com- 
monly call the four laſt Things, Deal, 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell, Dean. Sher - 


lock; : 
| Deſtiny 


pond — — — 
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Deſtiny has decreed all Men to die; but 
to die well is the particular Privilege of the 
Virtuous and Good, 


Our Decays are as much the Work of 


Nature, as the firſt Principles of our Being. 
We die as faſt as we live. Every Moment 
ſubſtracts from our Duration on Earth, as 
much as it adds to it. | 

As there 1s no Covenant to be made with 
Death, ſo no Agreement for the Arreſt and 
Stay of Time: It Keeps its Pace, whether 
we redeem and uſe it well, or no. 


If we would reaſon right, and compute. 


upon the Notion of Eternity, we ſhould not 
be much concerned, whether our Life was to 
end To-morrow, or a Thouſand Years 
hence. M. Aurelius. 


He that has given Gop his Woerhig 


Man his Due, is entertained with comforta- 
ble Preſages, wears off ſmoothly, and 1 
in Pleaſure. Plato. 

Death is no more than a turning us over 
from Time to Eternity: It leads to Immor- 
tality ; and that is Recompence enough for 
luffering of it. 

Alittle while is enough to view the World 
in: Nature treads in a Circle, and has much 


the ſame Face through the whole Courſe of 


Eternity. Live well, and make Virtue thy 
Guide ; 
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Guide; and then let Death come fooner or 
later, it matters not. 
The Way to bring ourſelves with Eaſe to 
a Contempt of the World, is to think daily 
of leaving it. = 
We need not care how ſhort our Paſſage | 
out of this Lite is, fo it be ſafe : Never any | 
Traveller complained, that he came too ſoon 
to his Journey's End. 
Few take Care to live well, but many to | 
live long; though it is in a Man's Power to 
do the former, but in no Man's Power to t 
.do the latter, | 
The Caſt of Mind which is natural to a 
wile Man, makes him look forward into Fu- 
turity, and conſider what will be his Condi- 
tion Millions of Ages hence, as well as what 
it is at preſent. Sheclator. 
There is nothing which muſt end, to bo 
valued for its Continuance, 
He that dies wel!, has lived long enough : 
So ſoon as Death enters upon the Stage, the 
Tragedy of Lite is done. 
There are a great many Miſeries, which 
nothing but Death can give Relief to. This 
puts an End to the Sorrows of the afflicted 
| and oppreſſed : It ſets the Prifoners at Li- 
berty ; it dries up the Tears of the Wi- 
dows and Fatherleſs ; it eaſes the Com- 
plants 
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plaluts of the Hungry and Naked; it tames. 
the proudeſt Tyrants, and puts an End to 
all our Labours: And the Contemplation: 
of it ſupports Men under their preſent Ad- 
verſities, clpecially when they have'a Proſ- 
pect of a better Lic aker this, Dean er- 


. 
To live is a Gift; to die is a Debt. 


This Life is only a Prelude to Eternity. 


Seneca. 
It is the Perfection of Happineſs, neither 


to wiſh for Death, nor to fear it. 

Men take more Pains for this World, 
than Heaven would co chem; and, when 
they have what they aim at, don't live to 
enjoy it. The Grave lies unſeen between 
us and the Object which we reach after : 
Where one lives to enjoy whatever he has 
inView. ten Thouſand are cut off i in the Pur- 
ſuit of it. Spedtator. 

All our Knowledge, our Employments, 
our. Riches, and our Honours, muſt end. 
in Death; ſo that we muſt ſeek a Sanctuary 
of Happineſs ſomewhere elle. St. Evre« 
mond. 

It is an excellent Proof of Wiſdom, * 
quently to meditate on the Eternity of our 
worthieſt Part, and to conſider, that this! 
Compact of the Elements muſt ſoon ſuffer a 


Dillolution, Beauty 1 is a Flower which ſoon 
| | withers; 5 
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withers; Health changes, and Strengih f 
abates; but Innocency is immortal, and a 
Comfort both in Life and Death. 6 
When Socrates was told by a Friend, that : 
his Judges had ſentenced him to Death: 
And hath not Nature, ſaid he, paſſed the fame t 
Sentence upon them ? Ly 
It is good every Night to caſt up our ( 
Accounts, and repent for the Miſdeeds of ] 
that Day; and ſo, our. Sins being dead 1 
before ourſelves, we ſhall have nothing elle 0 
to do at the Hour of our Death, but to 
die. 


How irrational is a late Repentance! \ 
Muſt the Body be beſieged with Szckneſs, t 
before that Work be done, on which eternal b 
Life dependeth ? 

The greateſt Wiſdom is to keep our Eye tl 
perpetually on a future [Judgment for the 

Direction and Government of our Lives; y 
which will furniſh us with ſuch Principles 8 
of Action, as cannot be ſo well learned any W q 
other Way. Dean Sherlock. EY 

They who continually think of Death, 

are the only Perſons that do not fear it. of 
Plato. h 

How miſerable is that Man, that cannot uv 
look backward but with Shame, nor forward U m 
without Terror! What Comfort will 1 V 


Riches afford him in his Extremity; 
Ss 
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what will all his ſenſual Pleaſures, his vain 
and empty Titles, Robes, Dignities, and 
Crowns, avail him in the Day of his Dil- 
trels? Bona. 

The Time 1s near, when the Great and 
the Rich mull leave his Land and his well- 
built Houſe; and of all the Trees ol his 
Orchards and Woods, nothing ſhall attend 
him to his Grave, but Oak lor his Coffin, 
aud Cyprels for his Funeral, Biſhop Tay- 
lor. | | 
None are greater Waſlers than thoſe that 
build coſtly Monuments for the Dead: A 
Man were better forgotten, who hath no- 
thing of greater Moment to regiſter his Name 
by than a Tomb. = 

Poſthumous Fame has little more in it, 
than Silence and Obſcurity. 

The Humour of Tiberius is ridiculous, 
yet common; who was more follicitous to 
extend his Renown to Poſteriqy, than to ren- 


| der himſelf acceptable to Men of his own 
Time. 


He that is ſollicitous about being talked 
of when he is dead, ſhould conſider, that all 


his Admirers will quickly be gone; and 


what is their Panegyric, or his fine Monu- 


ment, to him that knows nothing of the 
Matter? M. Aurelius. 


Pompous 
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Pompous Funerals, and ſumptuous Mo. 
numents, are made more out of a Dehon 0 
gratify the Vanity of the Living, than to do 
Honour to the Dead. Greatneſs may build 
the Tomb; but it is Goodnets muſt make the 
Epitaph. : | | 

He that is your chief Mourner, will 
quickly want another for himſelf. 

When Death has once made a Diſſolution 
of the Parts that compoſe us, there is ſo Jit': 
Room required to contain them, that 1t is 
even ridiculous to be concerned about it, 


Time, which preys upon Nature itſelf, will | 


at length conſume our Tomb, tho' it were 
of Adamant or Braſs, 

How many famous Men are dropt out of 
Hiſtory, and forgotten! And how many 
Poets and Panegyriſts, that promiſed to keep 
up other People's Names, have loſt their 
own! M. Aurelius. 

At my Death (ſays Sir T. Brown) I mean 
to take a total Adieu of the World, not 
caring for a Monument, Hiſlory, or Epitap/., 
not ſo much as the Memory of my Name 
to be found any-where, but in the univerſal 
Regiſter of Gov. 

In the Grave there is no Diſtinction of 


Perſons; which made Diogenes ſay, when | 


ſearching a Charncl-Houſe, that he could 
| find 


l 
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ind no Difference betwixt the Skull of 
King Philip, and another Man's. 

Under the Goſpel, God is pleaſed with a 
living Sacrifice; but the Ollerings of the 
Dead, ſuch as Teſtamentary Charities are. 
which are intended to have no Effect ſo 
long as we live, are no better than dead Sa- 
crifices ; and it may be queſtioned whether 
they will be brought into the Account of 
our Lives, if we do no Good while we arc 
living. Theſe Death-bed Charities are tov 
like a Death-bed Repentance : Men ſecm 
to give their Eſtates to Gon and the Poor, 
juſt as they part from ther Sins, when they 
can keep them no longer. Dean Sherlock. 

What arc Honour, Fame, Wealth, and 
Power, when compared with the Expetta> 
tion of a Being without End, and a Hap- 
pineſs adequate to that End ? How poor 
will theſe Things ſeem at our laſt Hour! 
And how joyful will that Man be, who hath 
led an honeſt virtuous Lite, and travelled 
to Heaven, though through the rougheſt 
Ways of Poverty, Allliction, and Con- 
tempt. x 
Goop Men are happy both in Life and 


Death; the Wicked in neither. 


The Young may die ſhortly ; but the 


Aged cannot live long: Green Fruit may be 


plucked off, or ſhaken down ; but the Ripe 
will fall of itſelf. 
Z A certain 
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A certain Gentleman, upon his Death- 
bed, laid chis one Command upon his wild 
Son, That he ſhould every Day of his Liſe be 
an Hour alone: Which he conſtantly ob- 
ſerved; and, thereby growing ſerious, became 
aA new Man. 

The Tire, and Manner, and Circum- 
ſtances of every particular Man's Death, 
are not determined by an abſolute and un- 
conditional Decree: For what Place can 
there be for conditional Promiles, where an 
abſolute Decree is paſt? How can any Man 


be ſaid not to live out half his Days, if he 


lives as long as Gop has decreed he ſhall 
live? Sherlock. 

An holy Deſire of a religious Death 1s not 
the Humour, the Fancy, the Fear of ſome 
Men, but the ſerious Wiſh of all. Many 
have lived wickedly ; very few, in their 
Senles, died ſo. 

As a good Concluſion is an Honour to 
our whole Life, ſo an ill one caſts back In- 

famy, and ſullies all that went before. 
I) uhere is nothing in Hiſtory which is ſo 
improving to the Reader, as thoſe Accounts 
which we meet with of the Deaths of eminent 
Perſons, and of their Behaviour in that 
dreadful Seaſon, Spectator. 
+ The 
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The great Philoſopher Socrates, on the. 
Day of his Execution, a little before the 
Draught of Poiſon was brought to him, eu- 
tertaining his Friends with a Diſcourſe on 
the Immortality of the Soul, ſaid, Whether 
or no God will approve of my Actions, I 
know not ; but this I am ſure-of, that I 
have at all Times made it my Endeavour 
to pleaſe him; and I have a good Hope, 
that this my Endeayour will be accepted by 
him. . 
Philiþ III. King of Shazn, ſeriouſly re- 
ſlecting upon the Life he had led in the 
World, cried out upon his Death bed, Ah! 


How happy were I, had I ſpent thoſe twen- 


ty-three Years that I have held my King- 


| dom, in a Retirement! Saying to his Con- 


feſſor, My Concern is for my Soul, not my 
Body: 

Cardinal Wolſ-y, one of the greateſt Mini- 
ſters of State that ever was, poured forth 
his Soul in theſe ſad Words: Had I been as 
diligent to ſeruemy GOD, as I have been to 
pleaſe my Ring, he would not have forſaken me 
now in my grey Hairs. 

Cardinal Richlicu, after he had given Law 
to all Europe many Years together, confeſſed 


to P. du Moulin, that, being forced upon 
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many Irregularities in his Liſe time, by th; at 
which they call Reaſon of State, he could not 
tell how to ſatisfy his Conſcience upon fe- 
veral Accounts: And, being aſked one Day 
by a Friend, Why he was ſo fad ? he an- 
twered, The Soul is a ſerious Thing, it mit 
be either fad here for a Moment, or be ſed for 
ever. 

Cardinal Mazarine having made Religion 
wholly fubſervient to he ſecular Intereſt, dif. 

courfing one Day with a Sorbon Dedtor, con- 
cerning the Immortality of the Soul, and a 
Man's eternal State; faid, weeping, O my 
oor Soul, whither wilt thou go? And x4 
wards ſeeing the Queen-mother, ſaid to her, 
Madam, your Favours undid me; and, were 1 
to live my Time again, I would be a Capuchin, 
rather than a Courtier. 

Sir fohn Maſen, Privy-Counſellor to King 
Henry VIII. Cc. upon his Death-bed, de- 
livered himſelf to thoſe about bim, to this 
Purpoſe: I have ſeen five Princes, and been 
Privy-Counſellor to four. I have ſeen the 
moſt remarkable Obfervations in foreign 
Parts, and been preſent at moſt State Trauſ- 
aQions for ans Youre together; and have 
learned this after ſo many Years Experience, 


That Seriouſueſs is the greateſt Wildom, 
TI emperance 


= 
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cmperance the beſt Phylic, and a good 
Contfeience the beſt Eſtate : And, were I to 
live again, I would change the Court for a 
Cloyſter, my Privy- -Counſellor's Buſtles for. 
an Hermit's Retirement, and the whole Life 
I lived in the Palace, for one Hour's En- 
joyment of Gov in the Chapel: All Things 
e forſake me, beſides my GOP, my Duty, 
and my Prayer. 

Sir Thomas Smith, Rcretary of State to Q, 
Elizabeth, a Quarter of a Year before he 
died, ſent to his Friends, the Biſhops of Min- 
cheſter and Worcefler, intreating them to draw 
him, out of the Word of Gov, the plaineſt 
and exacteſt Way of making his Peace with 
him; adding, that it was great Pity, Men 
knew not to hat End they were born into 
this World, till they were ready to go out 
of it. 

Sir Plllip Sidney left this his laſt Farcwel 
Jemong his Acquaintance, Govern your Mill 
| arid Affefirons by the Will and Word of your 
| Creator : In me behold the End of this World, 
and all its Vanities. 

Dr. Donne, a Perlon of great Parts and 
Learning, being upon his Death-bed, and 
tab ing his ſolemn Farewel of his Friends, 
8 laid, I repent of «ll my Life, but that Part 
23 of 
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of it T bent in Communion with G O D, and 
doing God. 

In a Letter which Mr. Locke wrote * 

Year before his Death, to one who had aſked 
him this Queſtion, What is the ſhorteſt May 
ro attain to a true Nnotuledge of the Chriſtian 
Religion in the full and juſt Extent. of t ? 
His Anſwer 1s, Study the Holy Scripture, 
elpecially the New Teſtament : Wein ar: 
contained the Words of eternal Life : It has 
Goo for its Author, Salvation for its End, 
and Truth, without any Mixture of Error, 
for its Matter. 
In ancient Time, the Pope, at bis Inau- 
guration, uſed to have four Marble Stones 
preſented to him, out of which he choſe one 
tor his Tomb:ſtone. | 

Charles V. cauſed his own Funeral to be 
celebrated, and for two Years aſſiſted at the 
Prayers made on that Occaſion. 

In Order to our final Doom and Sen- 
tence, there needs but this one Inquiry, 
Whether we were chantable or uncharita- 
ble? For a Man who is poſſeſſed with a 
true divine Charity, has all Chriſtian 
Graces: A Man who has not this divine 
Principle, has no Good in him ; and that 


is enough to condemn hun, without in- 
| qQuirng 
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during what Evil he hath done. Dean 
Sherlock. | 

Great Men, who are not animated with 
the Spirit of Religion, make the Ceremony 
of their Funeral the laſt Refuge of their Va- 
nity. They endeavour to lis, to their Me- 
mory, that which Death is going to take 
from them; and, gathering as it were, the 
Ruins of their Glory i in ſome pompous En- 
comiums, ſtately Mauſoleums, and magni- 
ficent Inſcriptions, they make a Kind of 
Charm of that Funeral Pomp, to remove 
from their Minds the mortifying Image of 
their ſad Deſtiny. M. du Far ry. 

Sir W. Raleigh, looking on the Monu— 
ments of Princes, made this Reflefion : O 
Juſt and mighty Death; what none have 
dared, thou haſt done; and whom all the 
World hath flattered, thou alone haſt caſt 
out of the World, and deſpiſed : Thou haſt 
drawn together all the far- ſtietched Great- 
neſs, all the Cruelty and Ambition of Man, 
and covered it all over with theſe two nar- 
row Words, Hic jacet. | 

The daring and bold Sinners, who mock- 
ed at Fear, eſpecially at the Fear of God, as 
a baſe unmanly Paſhon; thoſe mighty 
Hectors, the great Diſturbers of Mankind, 
will 
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will at the laſt Day ſtand trembling beſore 
their Judge, On the other Hand, with 
what Triumph will good Men lift up their 
Heads; the Poor and deſpiſed; their Sor- 
zows will then fly away like the Shades. of 


Night at the Approach of the Sun, Dean 


"Foot he] 

Ic is rtl neceſſary to retreat ſome- 
times from Company, and bar the Door 
upon Buſineſs and Diverſion; and, when 
we are thus dilengaged, to inſpect our Prac- 
tice, to ſtate our Accounts, and examine our 
Condition for Eternity. | 

When I look upon the Tombs of the 
Great, every Emotion of Envy dies in me; 
when J read the Epitaphs of the Beautiful, 
every inordinate Deſire goes out; when I 
mect with the Grief of ns upon a 


 Tomb-ftone, my Heart melts with Com- 


paſſion; when I ſce the Tomb of the Pa- 
rents themfelves, I conſider the Vanity of 
grieving for thoſe whom we muſt quickly 


follow; when 1. ſee Kings lying by thoſe 
who depoſed them; when I conſider Rival 


Wits placed Side by Side, or the holy Men 
that divided the World with their Conteſts 
and Diſputes, I reflect with Sorrow and 
Competitions, 

Factions, 
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Factions, and Debates of Mankind; when 
I read the ler 2ral Dates of the Tombs, of 
{ome that died as Yeſterday, and ſome ol 
ix Jundred Years ago, I conſider that great 
Hav, when we jhall all of us be Contempo- 
rarics, and make our Appcarance together. 
Hadiſon. 
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